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Message from FSA State
Executive Director, Craig A.
McCain

It's June and summer is upon us! What a difficult
planting season we have been through when
considering the unusual weather that we have
experienced throughout the spring. Fall seeded
crops such as wheat and oats have suffered
significant damage as they have matured. Areas
of the State have reported flash flooding of grain
crops from heavy rain events and yet others are
reporting backwater flooding from swollen
drainages.

While owners and producers across the State deal
with the difficulties associated with these weather
patterns, we want to remind you that this will be a
busy summer for both the agricultural community
as well as FSA. Enrollment in 2014 and 2015
ARCPLC is now underway. While ARCPLC
program elections have been finalized, each farm
will be required to annually enroll in ARCPLC in
order to participate. In addition, summer always
means that acreage reporting is nearby. The final
reporting date for spring seeded crops is July
15th. The FSA staffs are preparing to meet your
needs in regards to the business that remains to
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be completed this year. More information on FSA
programs and deadlines will be forthcoming, but
the information below is provided for your

review. We will continue to provide more
information about issues of interest to you as they
become available.

USDA Opens Enroliment Period for Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Safety-Net Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that eligible producers may now formally
enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2014
and 2015. The enrollment period began June 17, 2015, and will end Sept. 30, 2015.The new
programs, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, trigger financial protections for agricultural producers
when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76 million
farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million producers had enrolled to receive direct
payments (the program replaced with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means more farms
have elected ARC or PLC than previously enrolled under previously administered programs.

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm BiIll, trigger financial protections for agricultural
producers when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76
million farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million producers had enrolled to receive
direct payments (the program replaced with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means more
farms have elected ARC or PLC than previously enrolled under previously administered programs.

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat farms
elected ARC. 99 percent of long grain rice farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent of
medium grain rice farms elected PLC. For data about other crops and state-by-state program
election results go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Covered commaodities under ARC and PLC include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity.

For more information please contact your local FSA office https://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Begins Accepting Applications from States for $100
Million Biofuels Infrastructure Partnership

Following an announcement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack
on May 29, 2015, the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced that all 50 states, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C. may now apply for up to $100 million in grants
under the Biofuels Infrastructure Partnership (BIP). The funding is to support the infrastructure
needed to make more renewable fuel options available to American consumers. The Farm Service
Agency will administer BIP.

USDA continues to aggressively pursue investments in American-grown renewable energy to create
new markets for U.S. farmers and ranchers, help Americans save money on their energy bills,
support America's clean energy economy, cut carbon pollution and reduce dependence on foreign
oil and costly fossil fuels. A typical gas pump delivers fuel with 10 percent ethanol, which limits the
amount of renewable energy most consumers can purchase at the pump.

Through BIP, USDA will award competitive grants, matched by states, to expand the infrastructure
for distribution of higher blends of renewable fuel. These competitive grants are available to assist
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states, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C. with infrastructure funding. States
that offer funding equal to or greater than that provided by the federal government will receive
higher consideration for grant funds. States may work with private entities to enhance their offer.

CCC funds must be used to pay a portion of the costs related to the installation of fuel pumps and
related infrastructure dedicated to the distribution of higher ethanol blends, for example E15 and
E85, at vehicle fueling locations. The matching contributions may be used for these items or for
related costs such as additional infrastructure to support pumps, marketing, education, data
collection, program evaluation and administrative costs.

This new investment seeks to double the number of fuel pumps capable of supplying higher blends
of renewable fuel to consumers. This will expand markets for farmers, support rural economic
growth and the jobs that come with it, and ultimately give consumers more choices at the pump.

Applications must be submitted by July 15, 2015, using www.grants.gov. To locate, search by
funding opportunity number “USDA-FSA-2015-22."

Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator Tool

For many years, FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet has been the "go to" online
resource for agricultural producers to list information concerning the need for hay or the availability
of hay.

Now, in response to requests from livestock producers and landowners, FSA has expanded the site
to include the option to list a need for grazing acres or to list acres available for grazing.

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise,
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay
Net advertisement as well.

e A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:

e There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to
post an ad online.

e Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.

e Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.

e Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and
remove ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate
advertisements on this site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your
local FSA office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit; offices.usda.gov.

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and
service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
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used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related
debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,392,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40
years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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