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FSA Announces New Yield Data 
for Safety Net Calculations 
Farmers can Update Yield History through Feb. 27, 
2015 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offers farmers new information to 
update program payment yields that will help them 
better select protections offered by the Agricultural 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) Programs.  The new programs, established 
by the 2014 Farm Bill, are cornerstones of the 
commodity farm safety, offering farmers protection 
when market forces cause substantial drops in 
crop prices and revenues.  

The Farm Bill provides landowners with the option 
of updating their farm program payment yields and 
this is the first time that many producers have been 
able to update yields since 1986. FSA has worked 
with the Risk Management Agency (RMA) to make 
available certified yield data that producers can use 
to better calculate how the new safety net 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/f069d4
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/la


programs can offer the best protection against 
market swings.  

 Producers can check with their local FSA county 
office to see if data is available for them. This data 
belongs to the producer and only the producer 
associated with the crop insurance records will be 
provided this service. Updating yield history or 
reallocating base acres can occur until Feb. 27, 
2015.  

FSA also issued a reminder that from Nov. 17, 
2014, to March 31, 2015, producers will make a 
one-time election of either ARC or PLC for the 
2014 through 2018 crop years. For more 
information, producers are encouraged to make an 
appointment with their local FSA county office. To 
find a local FSA county office, visit 
offices.usda.gov.  Additional information on the 
new programs is available at 
 www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

 

 
USDA Provides Greater Protection for Fruit, Vegetable and 
Other Specialty Crop Growers 
Free Basic Coverage Plans and Premium Discounts Available for New, Underserved and Limited 
Income Farmers  

Greater protection is now available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program for 
crops that historically have been ineligible for federal crop insurance. The new options, created by 
the 2014 Farm Bill, provide greater coverage for losses when natural disasters affect specialty crops 
such as vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, 
ginseng, honey, syrup, and energy crops.  

Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses 
that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher levels of 
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price.  

The expanded protection will be especially helpful to beginning and socially disadvantaged 
producers, as well as farmers with limited resources, who will receive fee waivers and premium 
reductions for expanded coverage. More crops are now eligible for the program, including expanded 
aquaculture production practices, and sweet and biomass sorghum. For the first time, a range of 
crops used to produce bioenergy will be eligible as well.   

To help producers learn more about the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program and how it 
can help them, USDA, in partnership with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois, 
created an online resource. The Web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap, allows producers to 
determine whether their crops are eligible for coverage. It also gives them an opportunity to explore 
a variety of options and levels to determine the best protection level for their operation.  

To learn more, visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA) website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact 
your local FSA office at offices.usda.gov.  

 
 
 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


 
Be Aware of Important Upcoming Deadlines 
Deadlines for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Decisions  

Taking appropriate action by the following dates is crucial to program participation as the elections 
will be longstanding and will affect future benefits through the life of the 2014 Farm Bill.  

• The last day for landowners to make decisions concerning base reallocation and/or to 
update yields is February 27, 2015.  

• In addition, the last date for a current producer to make decisions concerning the election of 
ARC or PLC is March 31, 2015. Farms with a covered commodity base, on which no 
election decision is made prior to the deadline, will be defaulted to PLC for all covered 
commodity bases on the farm for the life of the Farm Bill.   

Customers are encouraged to make an appointment and make the necessary decisions concerning 
updating yields and/or re-allocating bases as soon as possible. Decisions concerning program 
elections can be revised through the election deadline, however, no revisions are allowed after the 
deadline.  

Producers and landowners are strongly encouraged to contact your local county office now to make 
an appointment, unless you have already done so. For more information, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc  

 
Noninsured Crop Assistance Program (NAP) 
Producers of crops for which crop insurance through a private provider is not available may be 
eligible to purchase NAP coverage on that uninsured crop. NAP for an administrative fee of $250 
per crop, not to exceed $750 per County or Parish, provides coverage at 50% of the insured yield at 
55% of the insurable price.  However due to revisions made in the 2014 Farm Bill, producers 
choosing to purchase NAP may increase that coverage up to 65% of the insurable yield at 100% of 
the insurable price. The increased coverage like buy up coverage in the private sector requires 
payment of a premium.  

Final date to purchase NAP coverage for spring seeded crops is February 28, 2015.  

Sale closing dates may vary depending on the crops produced.  Check with FSA for more 
information.  

To learn more, visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA) website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact 
your local FSA office at offices.usda.gov.  

 
Final Availability Dates for Marketing Assistance Loans & 
Loan Deficiency Payments 

• March 31, 2015 - Canola, Honey, Oats, Wheat  
• May 31, 2015 - Corn, Cotton, Grain Sorghum, Rice, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed 
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Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address 
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to our office as well.  Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to 
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update 
their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   

 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website 
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President 
Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi-
fications, and authorizes several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.  

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our 
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service 
Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 
 


