
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC  20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Activating Approvals for 2014 Through 2017 CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s 
Approved by:  Acting Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 
1  Overview 
 

A Background 
  
Information Bulletin 8367 and ARCPLC-37 provided notification that application approvals 
would be unavailable for the ARC/PLC Contract Application until apportionments were 
provided by OMB.  The ability to enter approval dates in the ARC/PLC Contract Application 
was disabled on September 30, 2016.   
 
At this time, OMB has provided the FY 2017 apportionment as well as an additional 
apportionment for FY 2015 and FY 2016.   The ability to enter approval dates in the 
ARC/PLC Contract Application was activated on November 17, 2016.    
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice informs State and County offices: 
 
• that approval dates for FY's 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017 CCC-861’s and CCC-862’s can 

be entered in the automated software 
 
• about instructions for loading approval dates on CCC-861’s and CCC-862’s approved: 

 
• on or before September 30, 2016 
• after September 30, 2016 
 

• that Notice ARCPLC-37 is obsolete. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
April 1, 2017 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County 
Offices 
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2   Loading COC Approval Dates 

 
A Loading COC Approval Dates for FY's 2014 Through 2017 Contracts 
 
 The COC approval date loaded in the automated software shall reflect the same FY that the 

CCC-861 or CCC-862 was approved on paper, if the paper CCC-861 or CCC-862 was 
approved.  See the following table for guidance on loading the approval dates. 

 
Date of CCC-861  

or CCC-862 Approval 
 

Date Represented in the Software 
On or before  
October 23, 2015 

October 23, 2015 

After October 23, 2015, but 
before October 1, 2016 

Actual Date Approved  

October, 1, 2016, through 
September 30, 2017 

Actual Date Approved.  
 
Note: Since the contract was approved in FY 2017 the 

date in the automated application must reflect the 
FY 2017 date to properly align the date with the 
sequestration rate.  

 
B Methods for Loading Approvals   
 
 ARCPLC contracts can be approved by 1 of the following methods. 
 

 
Option 

 
Action 

2-ARCPLC 
Reference 

Approve Contracts 
Screen  

Select the same approval date for: 
 
• multiple CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s by placing 

the check mark in the “Apply to Contract” box 
for the specific contract 

   
• all CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s by selecting 

“Select All” 
 
• multiple CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s by placing 

the check mark in “Select All”, and then 
unchecking the  “Apply to Contract” box for the 
specific contract that you don’t want approved. 

Paragraph 40 
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 2   Loading COC Approval Dates (continued) 
 

B Methods for Loading Approvals (continued) 
 

 
Option 

 
Action 

2-ARCPLC 
Reference 

CCC Electronic 
Approval Screen  

The same approval date for: 
 
• multiple CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s by placing 

the check mark in the “Electronically Sign” 
box for the specific contract  

 
• all CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s by selecting 

“Select All” 
 

• multiple CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s by placing 
the check mark in “Select All” and then 
unchecking the “Electronically Sign” box for 
the specific contract that you don’t want 
approved.   

 
Note:  This option can only be used for contracts 

approved after the start of FY 2017. 

Paragraph 41 

Summary By 
Producer or 
Summary By 
Crop  

After accessing the individual contact, load the 
“When Was the Contract Approved” date 
according to paragraph 2 A.  

Paragraphs 22, 23, 
or 32 

 
3  Action 
 

A State Office Action 
 
State Offices shall instruct all COC’s or designees to follow instructions in this notice for 
recording approval dates for all FY 2014 through 2017 CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s. 

 
B County Office Action 

 
COC’s or designees shall: 
 
• follow instructions in this notice to record approval dates in the automated system for all 

FY 2014 through 2017 CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s that have been approved 
 

• never approve a paper CCC-861 or CCC-862 when unable to approve the contract in the 
automated Contract Application 

 
• ensure that 2014 and 2015 CCC-861’s or CCC-862’s, that are approved after receipt of 

this notice, that result in a payment in NPS, are certified and signed. 
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