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County Committee (COC) Elections 
 

Since COC elections happen only once a year, here is an election refresher.  For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs.  Each LAA selects one producer to serve a 
three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county committee.   
 

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year term is 
expiring. With Tillamook and Clatsop Counties being combined under one FSA Office there are three 
LAAs between the two counties.  The COC position from LLA #2 is up for election this year and is 
currently held by Linda Neahring.  LLA #2 encompasses the area from the Tillamook/Clatsop County 
line to the Trask River in central Tillamook County. 

 

Candidate Nominations 
 

Nominations for the FSA county committee election will be accepted June 15 through Aug. 3, 2009.  
 

Producers who are residents in the LAA holding the election and who participate or cooperate in an 
FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the county committee.  
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates.  Also, organizations representing 
socially disadvantaged minorities and women farmers or ranchers may also nominate candidates. 
 

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at the county office or may be downloaded from 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.   
 

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating 
agreement to serve if elected.   The completed nomination form must be returned to the county office 
by the close of business on Aug. 3, or postmarked by midnight Aug. 3, 2009.  

 

Voting 
 

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters, in the LLA holding an election, beginning November 6, and 
must be returned to the county office by the close of business on December 7, or postmarked by 
midnight December 7, 2009. 
 

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations 
on an entire farm can also vote.  
 

No one can be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. 
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County Committee (COC) Elections – Continued 
 

Candidate Eligibility 
 

To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet basic eligibility criteria: 
 

 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate 

 

Not have been: 
 

 Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or employee 
 Removed for cause from any public office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, 

embezzlement or any other felony. 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

 
For additional clarification about county committee elections, contact our office. 

 
 
MILC Program  
 

We have made MILC Payments for February and March 2009 milk production and we are working on 
April.  Those participating in the program receive a payment statement a few days after the deposit has 
been made.  The statement does not provide pounds of production or payment rate.  Hopefully that will 
change in the future.  
 

For the first three months of payments, FSA will have paid approximately $1,900,000 to diary producers 
in Tillamook and Clatsop Counties.   
 

Current payment rate information is listed below.  For the months of May ($1.2240) and June ($1.6245) 
the Payment Rate is listed but the Final Payment Rate is To Be Determined (TBD).  The Feed Cost 
Adjustment rate is not determined until the end of the month following the month of production.  The May 
Feed Cost Adjustment will not be determined until June 30th. 

 

    MILC Payment Rates for Fiscal Year 2009 

 
Month Boston 

Class I 
Price 

($16.94) 

Payment 
Rate 

$ 
(Before 
Adjust.) 

National 
Average 

Dairy 
Feed 

Ration 
Cost 

($7.35) 

Adjusted 
Trigger 

Final Payment 
Rate Adjusted 
for Feed Cost 

($/cwt) 

Oct 18.78 0.0000 8.83 18.48 0.00000 

Nov 20.58 0.0000 8.47 18.10 0.00000 

Dec 18.68 0.0000 8.14 17.76 0.00000 

Jan 18.99 0.0000 8.35 17.98 0.00000 

Feb 13.97 1.3365 7.73 17.33 1.51352 

Mar 12.68 1.9170 7.54 17.14 2.00561 

Apr 13.61 1.4985 7.54 17.14 1.58628 

May 14.22 1.2240 TBD TBD TBD 

June 13.33 1.6245 TBD TBD TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Banking Changes? 
 

Almost all Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation Service payments are made electronically 
using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of missing and late payments and reduced the 
time required to move funds.  It has been calculated that having a problem with a payment is 20 times greater 
with checks than with Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be made within 
48 hours. 
 

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might 
make in your financial institutions. 
 

If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA or NRCS payments, 
please contact both agencies to insure your files are updated to continued uninterrupted service. 

 
Farm Loan Program 
 

FSA Farm Loan Program staff is committed to our customers, their goals, and our communities.  Our service 
extends beyond the typical loan, offering our customers ongoing consultation, advice, and creative ways to make 
their farm businesses thrive.  At FSA, we are the lender of first opportunity because we provide agriculture 
producers who need assistance with an entry into agriculture production.  We specialize in: 
 Loans for beginning farmer, disaster recovery, operational financing, and farm ownership 
 Farm planning and counseling 
 Supervised credit and assistance through the life of your loan 
 Sustained financial planning services 

 

For more information, please contact Suzanne Hayes at 503-648-31-74 ext 116. 
 

Loan Limits Increase for Direct Operating and Farm Ownership Loans 
 

The new farm bill is helping make the goal of farming a reality by raising the loan limits to $300,000 (up from 
$200,000) for direct farm ownership and operating loans.  Direct farm loans are made by FSA with 
Government funds. FSA also services these loans and provides direct loan borrowers with supervision and 
business planning so they have a better chance for success.  Farm ownership, operating, emergency, and youth 
loans are the main types of loans available under the direct program. Direct loan funds are also set aside each 
year for loans to socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers.  

 

FSA Farm Loans Available to Socially Disadvantaged  
 

FSA can make and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged applicants for the purchase and/or operation of 
family-sized farms and ranches.  Funds are reserved each year specifically for these loans. “Socially 
disadvantaged” describes persons belonging to a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to individual qualities.  
Women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Latinos, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders are common examples. Applicants must meet all requirements for FSA’s regular farm loan 
assistance.  

 

FSA Farm Loans Available to Beginning Farmers and Ranchers  
 

FSA can make and guarantee loans to beginning farmers for the purchase and/or operation of family-size farms 
and ranches.  Funds are reserved each year specifically for these loans.  
 

“Beginning Farmer” describes persons who have not farmed for more than 10 years; have materially 
participated in the management of a farm for at least 1-3 years; and in some cases do not own real property in 
excess of 30% of the median farm size in the county.  The median size for Tillamook County is 78 acres, and 
the median size for Clatsop County is 30 acres.  Applicants must meet all requirements for FSA’s regular farm 
loan assistance.  
 
For more information about these and other types of loans, visit the FSA’s home page at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov  and click on “Farm Loan Programs.”  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Controlled Substances 
 

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, 
harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits. 
 

If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and the 
four succeeding crop years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency 
payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program payments or disaster payments. 
 

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a 
controlled substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and benefits: 

 

 for up to 5 years after the first conviction 
 for up to 10 years after the second conviction 
 permanently for a third or subsequent conviction. 
 

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be 
ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits, as follows: 

 

 up to 1 year upon the first conviction 
 up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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