
 Signup has begun for the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  GRP is a 
voluntary program offering landowners the opportunity to conserve vulnerable grass-
lands from conversion to cropland or other uses and to conserve valuable grasslands 
by helping maintain viable ranching operations.  Applications may be filed for an 
easement or rental agreement with Sherman County NRCS or FSA by May 15th, 
2009.   
 Currently, only privately owned lands are eligible.  Such land includes range-
land, improved pasturelands, riparian areas, savanna and shrub lands, and CRP ex-
piring this year (GRP would become effective 10/01/2009).  Eligible land must cur-
rently be under active management as working grazing land or CRP. 
 Please contact the Sherman County FSA or NRCS for additional GRP pro-
gram details or for applications.   
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 Producers have a second oppor-
tunity to buy-in for 2008 crops to meet the 
risk management purchase requirements 
for the new Supplemental Agricultural 
Disaster Assistance (SADA) Programs.  
To be eligible for the SADA Programs, 
producers must have insurance or “buy-
in” on all economically significant crops.  
An economically significant crop is any 
single crop’s gross revenue of which ex-
ceeds more than 5% of the total expected 
revenue for the entire farm.   Participants 
must now agree to also obtain a policy or 
plan of insurance for each insurable com-

modity on the farm that is covered by 
these buy-in fees for the next available 
insurance year for which a policy is avail-
able (2010 and subsequent). The Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 also requires these producers to 
purchase coverage at or above 70/100 to 
meet the disaster program requirements.   

 The Deadline for this second 
Buy-In opportunity is May 18, 2009.  
Please contact the Sherman County FSA 
office for additional information on this 
program. 

Second 2008 Buy-in for Insurable and Non-Insurable Crops 

Range & Riparian Workshop 
Rebecca Hall, Grass Valley 
May 13, 2009 at 9:30 AM 

▪  ▪  ▪ 
2009 GRP Sign-Up Deadline 

May15, 2009 
▪  ▪  ▪ 

Second 2008 Buy-In for 
Insured and Non-insured Crops 

May 18, 2009  
▪  ▪  ▪ 

FSA ACRE Meeting  
Moro Senior Center 

May 19, 2009 at 8:00 AM 
▪  ▪  ▪ 

Memorial Day 
May 25, 2009      

(Office Closed) 
▪  ▪  ▪ 

2009 Crop Acreage Reporting 
Deadline 

June 30, 2009 
▪  ▪  ▪ 

2009 County Committee 
Nomination Deadline 

August 3, 2009 

 County committee members are a critical component of the operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and ranchers 
who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer the 
programs in their counties.  

 To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet the basic 
eligibility criteria. These are: (1) participate or cooperate in a program administered 
by FSA, (2) be eligible to vote in a county committee election, and (3) reside in the 
LAA in which the person is a candidate.  Furthermore the nominee  must not have 
been: (1) removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alter-
nate or employee, (2) removed for cause from any public office or have been con-
victed of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any other felony, or (3)dishonorably dis-
charged from any branch of the armed services. 

 The 2009 County Committee election is for Local Administrative Area #3 - 
South County.  The nomination period begins June 15, 2009.  Please stop by or con-
tact the Sherman County FSA for nomination forms (FSA-699A).  The last day to turn 
in nominations is Aug. 3, 2009.  

2009 County Committee Elections  



Range and Riparian Workshop May 13… RSVP Requested         
 A Range and Riparian Workshop is scheduled for Wednesday May 13 at the old Rebecca Hall in Grass Valley 
(behind the Grass Valley Market). The workshop starts with registration and rolls at 9:30 and program at 10 am. Our two 
speakers will address the proper function and condition of riparian areas, an overview of riparian grazing management and a 
short review of cattle on creeks.  Directly after lunch the group will head to the field to discuss these issues with living ex-
amples.   
 There is no fee to attend and the lunch for this program is hosted, BUT we need to know how many plan to attend 
so we can let the cook know how much to prepare.  If you have cattle and if 
your cattle ever access water, this workshop is one that you won’t want to 
miss. Please RSVP to the Sherman County Extension Office (541-565-3230) 
by Friday May 8 to be sure we have a lunch for you at the workshop 
Wednesday May 13. 

The USDA Office of Adjudication and Compliance  prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individ-
ual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for commu-
nication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Sherman County FSA Office 
P O Box 305 
Moro, OR   97039 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 

TUALATIN OR 

PERMIT NO. 71 

Selected Interest Rates for 
May  2009 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.250% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.375% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.250% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Contact your FSA office after the first of the 
month for the current interest rates on Farm 
Storage Facility Loans, Sugar Storage Facility 
Loans and Commodity Loans. 

ACRE Program & Farm Bill Meeting   
 Sherman County FSA will be holding a meeting for the new 
ACRE Program and other Farm Bill updates.  A meeting is currently sched-
uled at the Moro Service Center on May 19th, 2009 at 8:00AM to assist 
producers with questions regarding the new ACRE program as well as other 
USDA Programs. If you are unable to attend this meeting and would like 
additional information, please contact the Sherman County FSA Office for 
further assistance with this or any other FSA program.  

Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Sign-Up 
 Sherman County FSA is now taking ACRE Election sign-up for the 2009 crop year.  ACRE or Average Crop 
Revenue Election is an alternative payment that provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-
year state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price. Producers who elect the ACRE program for a farm 
for 2009 also agree to forgo counter-cyclical payments, accept a 20-percent reduction of the direct payments, and accept a 
30-percent reduction in loan rates for all commodities produced on the enrolled farm.  

 The ACRE program was created to give producers an option in lieu of traditional counter-cyclical payments. Pro-
ducers may elect and enroll in ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if they have already accepted advance direct payments 
under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. To elect ACRE for a farm, producers must complete Form CCC-509 
ACRE, which irrevocably elects ACRE for the farm through crop year 2012. Form CCC-509, the contract to participate in 
ACRE, must then be completed each year the producer intends to participate and receive benefits. If you are interested in 
signing up for ACRE or if you have further questions  please contact the Sherman FSA Office for assistance or for an ap-
pointment.   
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