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FSA County Committee Elections Begin

Farmers and Ranchers Have a Voice in Local Farm Program
Decisions

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began mailing ballots to eligible
farmers and ranchers across the country for the 2015 FSA County
Committee elections on Monday, Nov. 9, 2015. Producers must return
ballots to their local FSA offices by Dec. 7, 2015, to ensure that their
vote is counted.

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be
eligible to vote in the county committee election. Approximately 1.9
million producers are currently eligible to vote. Farmers and ranchers
who supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire farm,
but are not of legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote.

Ballots include the names of candidates running for the local committee
election. FSA has modified the ballot, making it more easily identifiable
and less likely to be overlooked. Voters who do not receive ballots in
the coming week can pick one up at their local FSA office. Ballots
returned by mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 7, 2015. Newly
elected committee members and their alternates will take office Jan. 1,
2016.

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has
three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee
seats are up for election each year. County committee members apply their knowledge and judgment
to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support programs; conservation programs;
indemnity and disaster programs; emergency programs and eligibility.

For more information, visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. You may also contact
your local USDA Service Center or FSA office. Visit http://offices.usda.gov to find an FSA office near

you.
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Upcoming Acreage Reporting Dates

All producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA Office to file an accurate crop certification report
by the applicable deadline.

2016 Perennial Forage (Hay & Pasture) must be reported by November 15, 2015. Since the 15th
falls on a weekend, reports will be accepted through Monday, November 16, 2015.

Perennial Forage includes, but is not limited to, grass, alfalfa, birdsfoot trefoil, clover and mixed
forage intended for hay or grazing.

Fall barley, fall wheat & all other fall-seeded small grains must be reported by December 15, 2015.

Programs that require certification of crops, including perennial forage, are the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage Program (PLC).

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting date:

o If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is complete.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

o If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
“left standing” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,”

NAP policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier
of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Reports of Prevented Planting Acreage must be filed with the County Office no later than 15
calendar days after the final planting date for that county. Click here for final planting dates for
Missouri.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before Fall Crop Sales Deadlines

Disaster Assistance is Available for Crops that are Ineligible for Federal Insurance

Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine the available U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the sales deadline for fall crops.

Deadlines are quickly approaching to purchase coverage for fall-seeded crops. Producers are
reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available. The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher
levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free
catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection.
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The following sales closing dates apply for Missouri for 2016 NAP coverage:

Movember 20, 2015 Apples, apricots, grapes, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums &
blueberries
December 1, 2015 Honey
December 31, 2015 Fotatoes
_February 28, 2016 Rice
March 15, 2016 Most spring-seeded crops: forage and pasture

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops
marketed directly to consumers.

To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To
find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA's online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to Farmers Facing Market
Downturn

The USDA Farm Service Agency has begun issuing financial assistance for the 2014 crop year to
those agricultural producers who are participating in the new safety-net programs established by the
2014 Farm Bill. The new programs, known as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC), are designed to protect against unexpected drops in crop prices or revenues due to
market downturns.

Unlike the old direct payments program, which provided funds in good years and bad years, these
new programs only provide financial assistance when prices or revenues drop below normal.

Also, please note that funds provided by the ARC-County program can vary from county to county.
The 2014 Farm Bill requires ARC-County payments to be calculated using the national average
market year price (which does not vary by county), and the average county yield (which varies by
county). This creates county-by-county differences in payment rates. The yield data comes from
surveys conducted by the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the national
standard that uses the highest-precision statistical procedures available. Where that data does not
exist, the next strongest data is used: county-level crop insurance data from the Risk Management
Agency. If that data does not exist, the next strongest data is used: NASS district data. Where NASS
district data doesn't exist, the FSA State Committees provide data.

Because the new programs are designed as financial assistance for prices and revenues lower than
normal, not all producers will receive a payment, (as occurred with the old direct payments program).
ARC/PLC payments are designed to help with unexpected changes in the marketplace, and to
supplement other assistance programs, such as crop insurance. To learn more about the data used
in calculating payments, how payments are calculated, crop-specific and state-specific information,
please visit our website at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadline Extension
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Almost half of all dairy farms in America have made their annual elections for 2016 coverage under
the Margin Protection Program. Producers who have not yet enrolled have until Nov. 20, to select
coverage.

Established by the 2014 Farm Bill, the program provides financial assistance to dairy producers
when the margin — the difference between feed costs and the price of milk — falls below the coverage
level selected by the applicant.

FSA estimates that based on current participation rates, had the program existed before the 2014
Farm Bill, producers in 2009 would have invested $73 million in premiums and received $1.44 billion
in financial protection during that historically weak market period.

Enrolled dairy operations must pay a $100 administrative fee annually to receive basic catastrophic
coverage. Greater levels of margin protection are available for a higher premium, and provide
expanded coverage based on historic dairy production. Once enrolled, producers can change their
levels of coverage each year. Dairy producers are encouraged to review protection options online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or by visiting their local FSA county office.

USDA to Provide Agricultural Credit Training, Expand
Opportunities for Farmer Veterans and Beginning Farmers

USDA announced a partnership with the Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural
credit training sessions in the Midwest for military veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers.
States under consideration to host the workshops include lowa, lllinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, and Nebraska.

These workshops will provide individuals interested in farming as a career, including military
veterans, with methods to improve business planning and financial skills, and improve understanding
of the risk management tools that can help small farm operations.

Other partners include Niman Ranch a community network of more than 700 independent family
farmers and ranchers, and the Farm Credit Council and the Farm Credit System, which provides
loans, leases and financial services to farmers, ranchers and rural businesses across the United
States. The workshops will also include assistance with credit applications and introductions to local
or regional food markets.

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about
FSA's farm loan programs. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. More
information also is available from the Farmer Veteran Coalition at www.farmvetco.org.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services
Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to customers
who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will receive
documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA issued more
than 327,000 electronic receipts.

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance requested
from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development (RD).
Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program and/or loan
assistance provided to an individual or entity.
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In some cases, a form or document — such as a completed and signed program enrollment form —
serve as the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information,
program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find your local USDA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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