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Conservation Compliance
Changes With 2014 Farm Bill

The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that
requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification
(AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on
their federal crop insurance, a completed and signed
AD-1026 certification form must be on file with the
FSA. The Risk Management Agency (RMA), through
the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC),
manages the federal crop insurance program that
provides the modern farm safety net for American
farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for
most commodity, disaster, and conservation
programs has been linked to compliance with the
highly erodible land conservation and wetland
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conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill
continues the requirement that producers adhere to
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for
most programs administered by FSA and NRCS. This
includes most financial assistance such as the new
price and revenue protection programs, the
Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock
Disaster Assistance programs and Marketing
Assistance Loans and most programs implemented
by FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship
Program, and other conservation programs
implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation
(NRCS) programs already have implemented this
requirement and therefore most producers should
already have an AD-1026 form on file for their
associated lands. If an AD-1026 form has not been
filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded of
the deadline of June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026
certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will review the
associated farm records and outline any additional
actions that may be required to meet the required
compliance with the conservation compliance
provisions.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which
is available at USDA Service Centers and online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this
year that will provide details outlining the connection
of conservation compliance with crop insurance
premium support. Producers can also contact their
local USDA Service Center for information. A listing
of service center locations is available at
offices.usda.gov.

ASKFSA? What's That?

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?
Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily
find information and answers to your FSA questions
no matter where you are or what device you use. ltis
for ALL customers, including underserved farmers
and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans,
farm, and conservation programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

e Access our knowledge base 24/7
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Ext2 The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as
the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama
on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs,
continues some programs with modifications, and
authorizes several new programs administered by the
Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs
are authorized and funded through 2018.
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administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an SA
program overview please read, download and/or print
our recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet
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To insure maximum use of your time and to insure

that you are afforded our full attention to your
important business needs, please call our office
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appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact
information, please visit:
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
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2015 Acreage Reporting Dates Fast Approaching
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your County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable:

May 15, 2015: Peas (Green only), potatoes

July 15, 2015: Beans (Limas Only), Cucumbers Planted 4/20-6/25 Kent,Sussex New Casle)

August 15, 2015: Beans (all except Limas - planted 4/20-8/10), Cucumbers Planted 6/26-8/10
Kent,Sussex New Casle)

December 15, 2015: Fall-seeded Small grains

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green
manure,”left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

**Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local County
FSA office: New Castle - (302)832-3100 Kent - (302)741-2600 Sussex - (302)856-3990

More Bird Habitat Opportunities Created on Irrigated
Farmland

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated
farmland regions through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken,
led to the creation of new Conservation Reserve Program features to help restore habitats for these
species in these agricultural areas. Since the program’s creation in 2004, more than 240,000 acres
of marginal cropland has been converted to native grasslands, spurring an increase in upland bird
populations.

In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage
more participation, USDA’s new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems
where there are circular areas of cropland with patches of land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until
now, these patches — known as pivot corners — were only eligible for habitat creation when
connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy allows
producers interested in habitat creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the
population of upland birds.

Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several
sparrows, meadowlark and bobolinks.



The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural
landowners so that environmentally sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation.
Participants establish long-term plant species that control soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve
water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. In return, participants receive annual
rental payments between 10 and 15 years.

Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time.
Participants and land must meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For
additional details, contact your local Farm Service Agency office at offices.usda.gov or visit the
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

FYI, Did You Know...
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually

ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton
Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm
from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual
contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to
sound agricultural practices. If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance
problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to
terminate the contract for the program year.

A list of noxious weeds can be found on the following website:
http://plants.usda.gov/java/noxiousDriver.

FSA Farm Loan Programs...We're Here to Help
Microloans

Farm Service Anencv (FSAY reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA harrowinn limit for



microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers
simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA's continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of nhon-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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