EMERGENCY DROUGHT FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
The United States Department of Agriculture has approved Hillsborough County’s request for assistance for farmers affected by 2010 drought. 

Farmers in Hillsborough County who suffered losses due to the dry weather in the Summer and Fall of 2010 will be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) for Drought.  
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee, announced that sign-up for emergency drought measures under ECP will be held from Monday, January 10, 2011 through Tuesday, February 8, 2011.  
This program provides cost-share assistance to those Hillsborough County producers who had to supply emergency water for existing irrigation systems serving orchards and vineyards as well as for confined livestock operations.   The program will also assist with water conservation and enhancement measures that need to be conducted to permit grazing of pasture or forage by livestock.  

Some of the authorized measures include:

· Constructing and deepening wells for livestock water;

· Developing springs or seeps;

· Installation of piping to another source of water because the primary source was inadequate; and 

· Emergency hauling of water. 

For more information on signing up for cost share assistance, you may contact the local FSA office in Concord at 223-6003.

