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ELY FSA Office News

John Harvey Nelill, a former CED in
the Ely FSA Office, passed away March
21%. Services were conducted in Yering-
ton at the Church of the Holy Family on
March 30". Harvey enjoyed the cowboy
life and oftentimes strummed a guitar
around the campfire in the evenings along
with his buddies. A little-known fact is that
Harvey recorded a CD under the name of
“The Pinenut Mountain Man”. His favorite
song was “Strawberry Roan”. Jim Doughty
did an excellent rendition of this at the ser-
vice for which he deserved, and received,
an ovation. Harvey is remembered by all
for his kind and gentle manner. He defi-

nitely put  “gentle” in the word “gentle-
man”. Until we meet again, happy trails,
my friend.

NAP Reporting

For those producers that filed for NAP cov-
erage, please remember that you need to
file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of
the date the loss was first noticed.

Acreage Reporting

Acreage reporting time is just around the
corner. Please remember that filing an
accurate acreage report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planting acreage, can prevent
the loss of benefits for a variety of pro-
grams.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before dis-
position of the crop.

Acreage reports are required for many
Farm Service Agency programs. For
crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program) crops,
acreage reports are to be certified by the

June 15™ deadline on small grains
and the July 15™ deadline on all other
crops.

Acreage reports on crops for which
NAP assistance may be paid are due
in the county office by the earlier of
June 15™ for small grains and July
15" for all other crops, or 15 calendar
days before the onset of harvest or
grazing of the specific crop acreage
being reported.

CoCoRaHS Welcome the
Silver State

Nevada is one of the newest members
of the Community Collaborative Rain,
Hail and Snow (CoCoRaHS) Network.
This volunteer, non-profit, precipitation
measuring network kicked off on
March 1% in Nevada. Anyone inter-
ested in watching and reporting the
precipitation in their backyard, farm or
ranch, is encouraged to register.
There are no age restrictions or level
of commitment.

The organization was formed after a
deadly flood in Fort Collins, Colorado,
resulted from heavy unreported rain by
storm spotters. Requirements include
an interest and willingness to watch
your weather every day, have internet
access to report observations on line,
participate in a live or online training
session, and own or acquire a 4” rain
gauge. The first live Northern Nevada
training session will be April 7" at the
Spanish Springs Library in Sparks
from 10:30 to 12:30.

If interested, please visit the website at
www.cocorahs.org or contact Laura,




Jim or Michelle, Nevada State Coordina-
tors, at (775) 674-7010 or by email at co-
corahs@dri.edu.

Payment Limits

USDA payments and benefits are subject
to producer eligibility and limitation provi-
sions as defined by law. It is the pro-
ducer’s responsibility to report changes in
the farming operation which may affect
payment eligibility and payment limitation.
Failure to do so can result in ineligibility
for payments for all years affected.

The following payments apply to DCP for
each contract year through both direct
and counter-cyclical payments. For all
covered commodities, except peanuts:
$40,000 for direct payments and $65,000
for counter-cyclical payments. The Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentive Program has
a $450,000 payment limitation total for fis-
cal years 2002 — 2007.

Entities such as corporations, limited
partnerships, trusts and estates are re-
quired to provide names, addresses, and
ID numbers of their members.

Banking Changes?

If you have changed banks and have not
notified FSA, your payment could be de-
layed. Payments are electronically trans-
ferred into your bank account. If we are
not aware of changes to your account and
routing numbers, there could be prob-
lems. In order to make timely payments,
you need to notify the office if you close
your account or if another financial institu-
tion purchases your bank. It is important
that any changes in producer’s account
such as type of account, bank mergers,
routing number or account numbers, be
provided to the county office promptly to
avoid possible payment delay.

DCP Deadline Changes

FSA has changed the deadline for the Di-
rect and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP)
until August 3", 2007, due to earlier prob-
lems with the Farm Service Agency’'s

computer network. A late-file fee of $100
will be assessed only for farms that are
enrolled after August 3 2007, and before
September 30", 2007. This extension ap-
plies only to the enrollment time frame,
and does not extend the annual DCP con-
tract period of September 30", 2007. Ap-
plications signed after September 30",
2007, cannot be approved.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents
on behalf of each other for FSA and Com-
modity Credit Corporation programs in
which either has an interest. This option is
automatically available unless a written
request for exclusion is made to the
county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule. Spouses
may not sign FSA-211's on behalf of each
other or sign on behalf of the other as an
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar en-
tities. Spouses must have a Power of At-
torney on file or sign personally for claim
settlements, such as promissory notes,
and on security documents for price sup-
port loans.

Individual signatures are also required on
certain Farm Loan Program documents.

A spouse’s authority to sign documents
on behalf of the other spouse does not
entitle the spouse to review or receive
agency records of the other spouse.

WP County Snow Pack

Tim Stack and Clint Anderson risked life
and limb (or so they told us) to determine
the snow pack for White Pine County as
of April 1%, 2007. The snow pack is well
below average.

Some actual measurements are:

Baker Creek #1, 6” snow, 1.2" water,
21% of average.
Baker Creek #2, 27" snow, 7.8" water,
55% of average.
Baker Creek #3, 37" snow, 10.3" water,



WU S OITERrOR S 0NN

60% of average.

Berry Creek, 48" snow, 12" water, 55% of
average.

Corduroy Flat, 2" snow, 0.6” water, 13%
of average.

Defiance Mines, 10" snow, 8.0" water,
44% of average.

Kalamazoo Creek, 10" snow, 1.9” water,
23% of average.

Ward Mountain, 18" of snow, 5.7" water,
47% of average.

Robinson Summit, 5” snow, 1.4” water,
350% above normal. The unusually high
water content was due to wind drifting of
snow and is not representative of the av-
erage year there which is .0.4” of water.

A warming trend in the latter part of March
caused rapid snowmelt at all areas with
the exception of Robinson Summit.
Stream flows are predicted to be well be-
low normal throughout the spring and
early summer.

For more information, you may call NRCS
at (775) 289-4065.

Selected Interest Rates for
April 2007

Farm Operating Loans -- Direct 5.250%
Farm Ownership Loans -- Direct 5.500%
Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans -- Direct 4.000%
Down Payment, Beginning

Farmer or Rancher

Emergency Loans 3.750 %
Farm Storage Facility Loans 4.500%
Commodity Loans 1996--Present | 6.000%

Rural Youth Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes oper-
ating loans to individual rural youths ages
10 through 20 to establish and operate in-
come producing projects. These projects
must be of modest size and be initiated,
developed, and carried out by rural youths
participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a simi-
lar organization or with a vocational
teacher or county extension agent. The
project must be an organized and super-
vised program of work. It must be

planned and operated with the assistance
of the organization advisor, produce suf-
ficient income to repay the loan, and pro-
vide the youth with practical business and
educational experience. Contact your lo-
cal FSA office for more details.

Shearing Time Again

Shearing time will soon be upon us.
Don't forget to stop by your local FSA Of-
fice and complete the paperwork for LDP.

JUST A THOUGHT: Winston Chur-
chill once said, “We make a living
by what we get, but we make life by
what we give.
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Dates to Remember

Apr 30 — Office Closed — State Training - Reno
May 4
May 28 |Memorial Day — Office Closed
Jun 15 2007 Acreage Report Deadline for
Grain Crops
Jul 04 Independence Day - Office Closed
Jul 15 2007 Acreage Report Deadline for
all Other Crops
Deadline to submit 2006 Production
Jul 15 .
Information
Continues [Farm Storage Facility Loans

Visit our website —

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nv

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of Dis-
crimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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