Table 1 — Cover Practices (CP) for the Nla Criteria

Point
Score

CP4D - Permanent wildlife habitat, noneasement

Existing stand or planting mixed stand (minimum of four species) of either 40
grasses, trees, shrubs, forbs, or legumes planted in mixes, blocks, or strips best
suited for various wildlife species in the area. A wildlife conservation plan
must be developed with the participant.

Existing stand or planting mixed stand (minimum of five species) of either 50
predominantly native species including grasses, forbs, legumes, shrubs, or trees
planted in mixes, blocks, or strips best suited to providing wildlife habitat.
Only native grasses are authorized. Introduced grasses are not authorized for
and cannot be included in cover mixes for 50-point N1a scores for CP4D. A
wildlife conservation plan must be developed with the participant.

CP12 -Wildlife food plot 3/

Wildlife food plots are small non-cost-shared plantings in a larger area. NA
Wildlife food plots will never be the predominant cover.

CP25 —Rare and declining habitat restoration 4/

Existing stand or seeding or planting will be best suited for wildlife in the area. 50
Plant species selections will be based upon Ecological Site Description data.

CP42 — Pollinator Habitat

Existing stand or planting of a diverse mix of multiple species suited for 50
pollinators.

Footnotes:

1/ Cover that is existing or will be established must accomplish the purpose of the practice.

2/ State Conservationist may revise the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) on planting rate to
be consistent with CRP. The opening for southern and western pines must be a minimum of two
acres up to a maximum of five acres in size for fields of 20 acres and larger. For smaller fields,
the size is based on a percentage. Opening in northern conifers will be one-half to two acres in
size. The opening may include buffers on the interior of the field. Field edges (borders) may be
used if they are irregular in shape and average 30 feet in width. Natural regeneration of native
herbaceous or shrubby vegetation with required maintenance may be permitted within open areas
if it is consistent with USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) technical
standards and the Northern Bobwhite Conservation Initiative, and has concurrence from state fish
and wildlife service (FWS) or U.S. FWS officials. Open areas of native grasses and/or shrub
planting best suited for wildlife in the area is considered CP3 for EBI scoring and contract
purposes.

3/ CP12 acreage is not included in the weighted average point score. For example, a 50-acre offer
with 45 acres planted to CP25 and five acres planted to a wildlife food plot would calculate a
weighted average using only the 45 acres of the CP25 planting. This calculates as follows: 45
acres x 50 points (CP 25 EBI score) = 2,250 points. 2,250 points / 45 acres = 50 points.

4/ Technical practice standards for the selected habitat type must meet applicable standards and
be approved by FSA at least 30 calendar days before the beginning of sign-up.




