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15BProducers Invited to Attend Delaware 
Farm Bill Meetings 
 The Delaware Farm Service Agency and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service are hosting a series of Farm Bill meetings the last week of January 
2015. Meetings are free and open to the public.  

Meeting attendees will learn about Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Bill 
programs, new online tools available and many other changes and new 
oppurtunities. 

Robin Talley, DD/PS, will demonstrate the online decision-making tools that 
are available to producers to help make important enrollment decisions 
regarding the Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs. Learning more about ARC and PLC is extremely important 
for producers who must make a one-time decision about base and yield 
updates as well as ARC or PLC election and enrollment decisions. An FSA 
representative will be in attendance to answer any questions on ARC and 
PLC policy and procedure.   

For more information about the meeting, please contact CED, New 
Castle/Kent County: MaryAnn Reed, (302)741-2600 ext 2, Sussex County: 
Greg Hudson, (302)856-3990 ext.2   

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or 
participate in this meeting/event/function should contact CED  New 
Castle/Kent County is MaryAnn Reed, (302) 856-3990 ext 2, Sussex County, 
Greg Hudson, (302)856-3990 ext.2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-
8339 by January 12, 2014.   

 
16BNew Support for Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers  
USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and 
other policy changes to improve the financial security of new and beginning 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/e402b3
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
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farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled 32TUwww.usda.gov/newfarmersU32T , a 
new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where 
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives 
designed to help them succeed.   

USDA’s 32T 32Thas in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: 
how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; 
participate in conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk 
management tools; and access USDA education, and technical support 
programs.  These issues have been identified as top priorities by new 
farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about 
beginning farmers who have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or 
expand their business operations.   

Today’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers 
include:   

•        Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to 
enroll in the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 
2014 crop year.  NAP provides risk management tools to farmers who grow 
crops for which there is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver, 
announced via an 32TUofficial noticeU32T to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers 
and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and 
certified to being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are 
eligible for a service fee refund.     

•        Eliminating payment reductions under the 32TUConservation Reserve 
ProgramU32T (CRP) for new and beginning farmers which will allow routine, 
prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting season on 
enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans.  Previously, 
farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in 
CRP payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and 
beginning farmers will provide extra financial support during times of 
emergency like drought and other natural disasters.    

•        Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under 
Emergency Assistance for 32TULivestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP).   U32TUnder this provision, beginning farmers can claim up 90 
percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP. This is a fifty 
percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and 
beginning farmers.  

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance 
program changes for beginning farmers and ranchers – including discounted 
premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other benefits.   

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers 
and ranchers is available 32TUhereU32T.  

 
17BDid You Know? "FSA Signature Policy" 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time 
and prevent a delay in program benefits. The following are FSA signature 
guidelines:  

1. Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and 
CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless written 
notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to 
the county office  

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/nap_162.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=elap
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=elap
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
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2. Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized 
signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other 
similar entities  

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA 
office.  

 
18BOne-Time Opportunity for Retroactive 
NAP Buy-up Coverage 
The 2014 Farm Bill made changes to the NAP provisions for the 2015 
through 2018 crop years.  One of the biggest changes is the addition of buy-
up coverage ranging from 50 to 65% of production, for 100% of the average 
market price.  Because 2015 application closing dates for some crops have 
already passed before FSA published the regulations and made buy-up 
coverage available, producers may still obtain buy-up coverage for those 
crops for the 2015 crop year retroactively by 16TJanuary 14, 201516T, This can be 
done by submitting  form CCC-471 requesting buy-up coverage and paying 
the service fee, even if the producer did not previously obtain basic 50/55 
NAP coverage and pay the service fee for the crop. Producers of crops that 
had an application closing date occur by December 15, 2014, or near 
December 15, 2014, have until 16TJanuary 14, 201516T, to submit CCC-471 and 
have coverage begin the same as it would have begun if CCC-471 had been 
filed by the application closing date. This is a one-time regulatory waiver of 
the law that governs the earliest date coverage can begin for a crop.  For 
more information, please contact your county FSA office.  

 

 
19B2014 Farm Bill Reminder: Conservation Compliance Changes 
The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land Conservation and 
Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.   

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and signed AD-1026 
certification form must be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency (RMA), through the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop insurance program that provides the modern farm 
safety net for American farmers and ranchers.  

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation programs has 
been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions. The 
2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to conservation compliance guidelines to be 
eligible for most programs administered by FSA and NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the 
new price and revenue protection programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster 
Assistance programs and Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other conservation 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


programs implemented by NRCS.  

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this requirement 
and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 from on file for their associated lands. If however 
an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete then farmers are reminded of the deadline of June 1, 2015.  

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will review the 
associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet the required compliance 
with the conservation compliance provisions.  

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and online at: 
32TUwww.fsa.usda.govU32T . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details outlining the connection of 
conservation compliance with crop insurance premium support.  Producers can also contact their local USDA 
Service Center for information.  A listing of service center locations is available at 
32TUwww.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/local/U32T.  

 
20BEarly Termination for Certain CRP Contracts 
The Farm Service Agency reminds producers with acres under contract through the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) that they can apply for early contract termination, as required by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The 
deadline to request early CRP contract termination is16T Jan. 30, 201516T.   

This is a unique opportunity to request early termination afforded by the 2014 Farm Bill. The earliest effective 
date for this early termination is October 1, 2014. The requesting CRP contract must have been in effect for at 
least five years and additional eligibility conditions must be met to qualify.  The 2014 Farm Bill identifies a list of 
10 exceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the early termination provisions.  For a complete list of these 
exceptions, please view the program fact sheet online at 
32TUhttp://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdfU32T  

Once a CRP contract termination request is approved by the FSA County Committee, the decision may not be 
reversed and the terminated contract will not be reinstated. Once the land is no longer considered under the 
CRP contract all participants must meet HEL/WC and other conservation compliance provisions for all 
associated lands.  

For more information or to verify eligibility for early termination (opt-out) for existing CRP contracts, please 
contact your local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
32TUhttp://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/appU32T.   

 
21BFarm Bill Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available 32TUhereU32T.   

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning 
and socially disadvantaged producers.      

Changes that will take effect immediately include:   

• Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.  
• Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a 

qualifier instead of the median farm size.  
• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular 

Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 
percent.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/local/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdf
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html


• Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from 
$225,000 to $300,000.  

• Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.  
• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from 

the federal government.  
• Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for 

socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.  
• Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.  

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the 32TUFSA Farm Bill 
websiteU32T for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.  

 
22BUSDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.    

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to $100,000.  
Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a promissory note/security 
agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $50,000 can be secured by 
only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer 
require additional security.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit 32TUwww.fsa.usda.govU32T for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/


 

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on 
your 32TUSubscriber Preferences PageU32T. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions 
or problems with the subscription service, please contact 32TUsubscriberhelp.govdelivery.comU32T. For all other 
inquiries, please contact 32TUaskfsa@usda.govU 32T.  

If you have questions about FSA activities, please view our 32TUFrequently Asked QuestionsU32T page or you may also 
32TUSearchU32T our web site. These features are designed to assist you in obtaining the information you are seeking. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the 32TUUSDA Farm Service AgencyU32T. 
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