[image: image1.jpg]'S -
R,
FARM SERVICE AGENCY



    
    [image: image5.wmf]

[image: image2.jpg]


 

COC NOMINATIONS OPEN

Because there was a large imbalance in the number of eligible voters within the existing Local Administrative Areas, it was felt that the boundaries needed to be changed.  This restructuring resulted in a more equal representation on the Committee. Because of these changes, an election will be held in each area this year.  
The Local Administrative Areas have been restructured as follows:
COOS & CARROLL BOUNDARIES OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE AREAS

LAA # 1: 1 year term - Lancaster, Northumberland, Dalton, Whitefield and Jefferson.
LAA #2:  3 year term - Pittsburg, Clarksville, Stewartstown, Colebrook, Columbia, Dixville, Odell, Dix’s Grant, Atkinson & Gilmanton Academy Grant, Second College Grant, Wentworth’s Location, Millsfield, Stratford, Errol, Stark, Dummer, Erving’s Location and Cambridge.
LAA #3: 2 year term - Carroll, Milan, Kilkenny, Berlin, Success, Randolph, Gorham, Shelburne, Low & Burbank's Grant, Martin's Location, Thompson & Meserve’s Purchase, Green’s Grant, Bean’s Grant, Crawford’s Purchase, Cutt’s Grant, Sargent’s Purchase, Chandler’s Purchase, Hadley’s Purchase, Jackson, Chatham, Bartlett, Harts Location, Hale’s Location, Albany, and Conway.   
LAA #4: 2 year term - Madison, Tamworth, Eaton, Sandwich and Moultonborough.

LAA #5: 3 year term - Tuftonboro, Ossipee, Freedom, Effingham, Wolfeboro, Brookfield and Wakefield.    
County committees (COC) play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the Farm Bill.  Due to the important services that COC members provide, producers are encouraged to participate in the FSA county committee election process by nominating an eligible candidate by Aug. 2. 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and other valuable information about FSA county committee elections are available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News & Events, then County Committee Elections. Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be postmarked or received in the county office by close of business on August 2, 2010.

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms. Committees consist of three to five members who are elected by eligible local producers. 

    Ballots will be mailed to producers beginning November 5, 2010. Voted ballots are due back at the county office either via mail or in person by December 6, 2010.
COMPLIANCE SPOT CHECKS
Compliance spot checks will be conducted on 2010 crops.  Instead of locally selecting farms, contracts, deficiency loans, etc. for review, a nationwide selection of producers is employed.  Spot check selections are to be conducted based on a producer’s participation in Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc.

For more information about the spot check selection procedure, contact your local Farm Service Agency office.  

SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST
Many FSA programs will allow payments to be made to heirs or successors when a program participant passes away.  Additionally, contracts in programs such as CRP must be revised to reflect the successor(s) to a deceased participant's interest.  

In the event of an FSA program participant's death, it is important that FSA be notified.  Entities and joint operations that participate in FSA programs also need to notify FSA if a shareholder or member passes away.  FSA benefits are reported to IRS and maintaining current, accurate records about participants is vital to ensuring that those payments are reported correctly.

HELP AVAILABLE TO STRESSED FARMERS
Recently, the economy, inclement weather, and other factors have hurt some farming operations around the country. These events can push a producer to the emotional breaking point.  Watching your livelihood being threatened is difficult for farmers and ranchers, especially for those whose income is solely dependent on agriculture.  

The National Suicide Prevention Hotline is available to help.  If you know a farmer or rancher who is under stress and is reluctant to ask for help, or if you just need to talk to someone, call 1-800-273-TALK (8255).  Your call will be routed to the crisis center nearest you, where trained staffers are available 24/7.  This nationwide service is free and confidential.  Help is just a phone call away. For more information, go to http://www.suicideperventionlifeline.org/.  This service is not affiliated with the US Department of Agriculture.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FARM RECONSTITUTIONS
For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and the same operator are grouped under one farm serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by August 2 for farms enrolled in specific programs.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

RURAL YOUTH LOANS
FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.  

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.  

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.

If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify as socially disadvantaged, they should contact their local FSA office for details.  FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.
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Coos-Carroll County �USDA Service Center


4 Mayberry Lane


 Lancaster, NH 03584 


603-788-4602 Ext. #2  


(Fax) 603-788-2538 


www.fsa.usda.gov


Hours


Monday - Friday


8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.





County Committee


Eldora Farnsworth, 


Chairperson


Julie Hussey,  


Vice Chairperson 


Nancy Ferry, Reg. Mem. 


Sarah Cordwell, Reg. Mem.


Jules Robinson, Reg. Mem.





County Committee Meets 


2nd Thursday of the Month


@ 11:00 a.m. 





Staff





Irene Schmidt, CED


�HYPERLINK "mailto:Irene.schmidt@nh.usda.govv"�Irene.schmidt@�


nh.usda.gov


Paulette McKeeman, PT


paulette.mckeeman@


nh.usda.gov


Visit our Web site:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda.gov"�http://www.fsa.usda.gov�





IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:








ELECTION TIMETABLE


Aug. 2	Deadline to submit nomination forms.


Nov. 5 	Ballots are mailed to eligible voters.


Dec. 6	Deadline to return completed ballots to FSA County Office.


Jan. 1 	New committee members and 2011	 alternates are installed


September 6, 2010  


Labor Day – Office Closed


October 11, 2010


Columbus Day – Office Closed
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights of Adjudication and compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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