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Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today said that orchardists and 
nursery tree growers can begin applying for benefits under the Tree 
Assistance Program, which was authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill. 
Signup begins Monday, May 10, 2010, at local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offices.  
  
"This program helps our orchardists and nursery tree growers re-
plant and get back on their feet after natural disasters,” said Vilsack.  
 

Cold Storage Facility Loans 
 
  

The Farm Storage Facility Loan program has been 
amended to allow producers to build cold storage facili-
ties to store their fresh fruits and vegetables. To be eligi-
ble, cold storage facilities must have a useful life of 15 
years and include:  
 New structures suitable for a cold storage facility;  
 New walk-in prefabricated permanently installed 

coolers suitable for storing fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles;  

 New permanently affixed cooling, circulating and 
monitoring equipment;  

 Electrical equipment integral to the proper operation of a cold storage facility; and 
must be  

 An addition or modification to an existing storage facility.  
 
USDA will not make cold storage facility loans for portable structures, portable handling 

and cooling equipment, used, or pre-owned structures or cooling equipment or structures 
deemed unsuitable.  

The maximum loan amount for a Farm Storage Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which 
require a down payment of at least 15 percent. Applications must be approved before con-
struction can begin. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount 
of the loan.  

Loans applications should be submitted to the administrative FSA county office that 
maintains the records of the farm or farms to which the application applies. If the commodi-
ties are produced on land that does not have farm records established, the application must 
be submitted to the FSA county office that services the county where the facility will be lo-

The Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides help to orchardists and nursery tree growers 
who produce trees, bushes and vines for commercial purposes, to replant or rehabilitate 
trees, bushes and vines damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The 2008 Farm Bill ex-
panded eligibility to include Christmas tree and nursery tree growers that were ineligible un-
der prior legislation. Trees grown for pulp or timber or not grown for commercial purposes 
are not eligible.  
  
To be eligible for TAP, producers must have suffered more than a 15 percent death loss due 
to the natural disaster after adjustment for normal mortality. TAP is a cost-reimbursement 
program, with payments covering up to 70 percent of replant costs and 50 percent of pruning, 
removal and other salvaging costs for replacing or salvaging damaged trees.  
  
Producers can receive assistance for up to 500 acres of trees, bushes or vines. Producers 
must also have purchased a policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, or for 2008, obtained a waiver of the risk 
management purchase requirement through the buy-in provision. Eligible losses must have 
occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.  
  
For more information on the new TAP program, please contact your county FSA office or the 
website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tap  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tap�
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2010 FSA County Committee Elections 
 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to 
ALL farmers and ranchers, whether beginning or long established, with large or small operations. It is 
crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a 
link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA operations.  The intent is to have 
the COC reflect the makeup of the producers and to represent all constituents.  This means wherever 
possible, minorities, women or lower income producers need to be on the committee to speak for these 
underrepresented groups. 
FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. County 
committee members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions.  

 

Election Period 
 June 15, 2010 – The nomination period begins. Request nomination forms from the local USDA Service Center or obtain online at:  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
 Aug. 2, 2010 - Last day to file nomination forms (FSA-669A) at the local USDA Service Center. 
 Nov. 5, 2010 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters. 
 Dec. 6, 2010 - Last day to return voted ballots to the USDA Service Center. 
 Jan. 1, 2011 - Newly elected county committee members take office. 

 
Who Can Hold Office—To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria as follows: 

 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA. 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election. 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate. 
Causes for ineligibilty: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or employee. 
 Removed for cause from any public office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any other felony. 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

 
Nominations—To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A. This form is available at USDA Service 
Centers and online at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 2, 
2010.   Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for the county committee. Individuals 
may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations representing minority and women farmers or ranchers may 
nominate candidates. Nomination forms are filed in the office that administers the producer’s farm records. 
 
Who Can Vote—Agricultural producers of legal voting age may be eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote. 
Producers may contact their local USDA Service Center for more information. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf�
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