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The ballots have been counted and
the results are in. Mr. Harry Choy will
represent agricultural producers in Local
Administrative Area #3 (West Oahu and
North Shore). Mr. Choy was the sole
candidate in this years election in which
a total of 29 ballots were received.

Windward

North Shore

Kailua Hawail Kai

The Honolulu County Farm Service
Agency would like to thank all those who
participated in the election process.
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Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE)

FSA Programs Open To
Socially Disadvantaged

USDA IMPLEMENTS NEW CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Producers May Begin Applying for SURE Program at FSA County Offices on Jan. 4, 2010

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that USDA has imple-
mented the new Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments program (SURE)
in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill. Secretary Vilsack also encouraged pro-
ducers to visit their USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office beginning
on January 4, 2010, to participate in the program if they suffered crop pro-
duction losses during the 2008 crop year.

SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have
incurred crop production or crop quality losses. The program takes into consideration crop
losses on all crops grown by a producer nationwide. SURE provides assistance in an amount
equal to 60 percent of the difference between the SURE farm guarantee and total farm reve-
nue. The farm guarantee is based on the amount of crop insurance and Non-insured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm. Total farm revenue takes into ac-
count the actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain
farm program payments.

To be eligible for SURE, producers must have suffered at least a 10 percent production
loss on a crop of economic significance. In addition, producers must meet the risk manage-
ment purchase requirement by either obtaining a policy or plan of insurance, under the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage, for all economically significant crops. For 2008
crops, producers had the opportunity to obtain a waiver of the risk management purchase
requirement through a buy-in provision. Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a be-
ginning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a
policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage.

In addition to meeting the risk management purchase requirement, a producer must have
a farming interest physically located in a county that was declared a primary disaster county
or contiguous county by the Agriculture Secretary under a Secretarial Disaster Designation.
Regardless of a Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may also be eligible for
SURE if the actual production on the farm is less than 50 percent of the normal production on
the farm due to a natural disaster. For SURE, a farm is defined as all crops in which a pro-
ducer had an interest nationwide.

For more information on the new SURE program, please visit your local FSA county office or
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
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FSA PROGRAMS OPEN TO SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED PRODUCERS

FSA defines a socially disadvantaged (SDA) farmer, rancher, or agricultural
producer as one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic,
or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as a member of the group with-
out regard to his or her individual qualities. SDA groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders. FSA reserves a portion of its direct and guaranteed loan funds
each year for SDA loans for eligible participants. These loan programs are de-
signed to help farmers purchase and operate family farms.

With these loan programs, FSA hopes to help reverse the declining number of
farmers and ranchers across the United States. These loans help to encourage and
assist them in owning and operating their own farms and ranches, participate in agricultural programs, and be-
come integral parts of the agricultural community.

Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements for a given program before FSA can extend program benefits.
For more information please contact your local FSA office.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC

20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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