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Overview

USDA Farm Service Agency’s
(FSA) Aquaculture Grant Program
(AGP) will provide $25 million in
block grants to the state govern-
ments of Alabama, Florida, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, North Carolina,
and Texas. These states suffered
aquaculture losses due to the 2005
hurricanes Dennis, Katrina, Ophe-
lia, Rita, and Wilma. State offices,
designated by the Governors of
those states, will distribute the
AGP funds to eligible aquaculture
producers. AGP funding is autho-
rized by Section 32 of the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Act of August 24,
1935. The Act allows the Secretary
of Agriculture to use funds to re-es-
tablish farmers’ purchasing power.

Eligible Counties

The aquaculture loss must have
occurred in one of 261 counties
that received a primary presiden-
tial or secretarial disaster desig-
nation due to calendar year 2005
hurricanes. AGP assistance is un-
available for contiguous counties.

A list of the eligible counties, lo-
cated in Alabama, Florida, Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, North Carolina,
and Texas, is available online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publica-
tions/facts/html/hurrcounties06.htm.

Eligible Producers

An eligible aquaculture producer
is one who:

B Raises aquaculture species in
a controlled environment as
part of a farming operation;

B Has arisk in the production of
such aquaculture species;

m Suffered an aquaculture loss
directly resulting from an eli-
gible hurricane in an eligible
county during an applicable
time period; and

B Has not received assistance
under other disaster programs
for the same aquaculture loss.

Grant Amounts

The total AGP grant amounts for
each state are:

Alabama, $5,037,500;

Florida, $3,662,500;
Louisiana, $4,512,500;
Mississippi, $10,762,500;
North Carolina, $312,500; and
Texas, $712,500.

FSA based each state’s grant
amount on the states’ number

of aquaculture farms and value

of aquaculture sales in eligible
counties, as reported in the 2002
USDA National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service Census.

Payment Limitations

No “person” may receive more
than $80,000 in AGP payments.

Producers’ AGP assistance
amounts cannot exceed their
aquaculture loss amounts as a re-
sult of eligible hurricanes.

Application Procedures

State governors or their desig-
nees will determine AGP applica-
tion procedures and will distribute
AGP funds to eligible aquaculture
producers.

For More Information

The AGP assistance is part of a
$4.5 billion USDA package of aid
to help agricultural producers and
rural communities recover from
the 2005 Gulf Coast hurricane
season. For more information on
AGP and other USDA disaster aid
programs, visit your local FSA of-
fice and FSA’'s Web site at: http://
disaster.fsa.usda.gov/fsa.asp.
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ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
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crimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
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