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Amendment Transmittal 
 

A Reasons for Amendment 
 
Subparagraph 204 B has been amended to include name and address of sample producer. 
 
Subparagraph 306 C, item 11 has been amended to add item 9, only if “Yes” was answered. 
 
Subparagraph 502 A has been amended to update the example of FSA-569. 
 
Subparagraph 602 A has been amended to clarify the table to read “tenant” instead of 
“producer”, and to correctly reference paragraph 604. 
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ar. 204 
204 Relief for Undue Economic Hardship (Continued) 
 

B Example of AD-1026D 
 
The following is an example of AD-1026D. 
*-- 

 
--* 

4-12-12     6-CP (Rev. 4) Amend. 2 Page 2-11 



Par. 204 
204 Relief for Undue Economic Hardship (Continued) 
 

B Example of AD-1026D (Continued) 
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Par. 306 
306 Completing and Obtaining AD-1026 (Continued) 
 

C Completing AD-1026 (Continued) 
 

Item Instruction 
7 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” box. 

 
Answer “Yes”, if a landlord refuses to apply a required conservation system or plan 
on a highly erodible field on a farm on which the producer is a tenant. 

8 List all affiliated persons with farming interests.  Only affiliated persons of the 
producer requesting program benefits with farming interests are required to 
complete AD-1026.  See AD-1026, page 2 to determine affiliated persons. 
 
If there are no affiliated persons with farming interests, then ENTER “None”. 

9 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” box. 
 
Answer “Yes”, if there are any fields in which an agricultural commodity will be or 
has been planted that has not received a HEL determination from NRCS. 
 
If “Yes” is answered, FSA will request a HEL determination from NRCS for the 
specific fields. 

10 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” box for each of items 10A, 10B, and 10C. 
 
These questions refer to drainage activity.  If “Yes” is answered in item 10A or 
10B, FSA will request a wetland evaluation from NRCS for the specific area listed 
in item 11. 
 
If “Yes” is answered in item 10C (maintenance), it does not require a certified 
wetland determination.  NRCS will be notified of the intention to maintain an 
existing drainage system. 

11 *--This item must be completed only if “Yes” was answered in item 5, 9, or 10.--*  
List the farm number, tract number, and field number.  Briefly describe the activity 
and current land use.  List the location county. 

12 The producer shall read the Continuous AD-1026 Certification statement and sign 
and date the certification. 
 
The producer should not sign AD-1026 if the producer’s farming operation is not in 
compliance with all HELC and WC provisions. 

13 This item is for FSA use only. 
 
307-327 (Reserved) 
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Par. 502 
502 Completing FSA-569 
 

A Example of FSA-569 
 

The following is an example of FSA-569. 
*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 502 
502 Completing FSA-569 (Continued) 
 

B Completing FSA-569, Part A 
 

Complete FSA-569, Part A according to the following table to prepare for referral to NRCS. 
 

Item Instruction Responsibility
1 FSA shall assign a control number to all FSA-569’s. 

 
Note: Control numbers shall be assigned consecutively, by the 

FSA County Office, beginning with “1” for each crop 
year. 

FSA 

2 Check () to indicate whether the FSA-569 request was 
initiated by NRCS. 

3 Enter the name and address of the County Office with the 
administrative responsibilities for the farm on which the 
compliance check will be completed. 

4A and 
4B 

Enter the State and county name and code for the County 
Office entered in item 3. 

5 NRCS will enter the FIPS code used for the tract that is being 
checked. 
 
Note: FSA’s administrative County Office for the farm and 

county in which the tract is physically located may 
differ.  This field was added because NRCS records are 
maintained by physical location of the tract (FIPS 
code).  This will be used for linking FSA and NRCS 
data.  Return FSA-569 to NRCS if this entry is not 
completed. 

NRCS 

6 Enter the farm number assigned to the tract that is being 
checked. 

FSA 

7 The Agency that initiates the FSA-569 request shall enter the 
crop year for which a determination is needed. 
 
Note: NRCS will be responsible for determining the crop year 

of noncompliance in all cases except when FSA 
determines that an agricultural commodity was planted 
on CW.  NRCS will verify the CW classification on 
land that FSA determines is in noncompliance for 
planting on CW. 

NRCS or 
FSA 

8 Enter the FSA tract number for the tract that is being checked. 
 
Note: A separate FSA-569 shall be completed for each tract 

that is to be checked. 

FSA 
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Par. 602 
602 Determining Producers Who Are Ineligible 
 

A Determining Ineligibility for HELC or WC Planting Violations 
 
When a HELC or WC violation is determined, the recording County Office shall determine 
the affected producers and the extent of their ineligibility based on both of the following: 
 
 the producer’s status on the farm 
 whether the producer shares in the crop planted on the land with the violation. 
 
Note: No producer shall be denied benefits until FSA-569 indicating the NRCS technical 

determination is final is received from NRCS. 
 
Use the following table to determine which producers are ineligible and the extent of their 
ineligibility. 
 
IF the 
producer’s 
status on the 
farm is... 

AND the crop 
planted on the 
land with the 
violation is... THEN the producer shall be... 

operator shared by the 
operator 

ineligible for all USDA benefits subject to the provisions 
of this handbook. 
 
*--Exception: If a tenant exemption has been approved 

according to paragraph 604, the producer--*
shall be ineligible only on the farm for 
which an exemption was approved. 

not shared by 
the operator 

landlord and 
also operator 

shared by the 
landlord and 
operator 

ineligible for all USDA benefits subject to the provisions 
of this handbook. 

cash rented and 
not shared by 
the landlord and 
operator 

ineligible for USDA benefits subject to the provisions of 
this handbook on: 
 
 the farm where the violation occurred 
 
 any other land and warehouses where the landlord is 

involved with: 
 
 the violating tenant or sharecropper 
 
 affiliated persons of the violating tenant or 

sharecropper. 
 

Note: AD-1026C shall be filed according to 
paragraph 603 if the landlord or operator requests 
benefits on other farms. 
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Par. 602 
602 Determining Producers Who Are Ineligible (Continued) 
 

A Determining Ineligibility for HELC or WC Planting Violations (Continued) 
 
IF the 
producer’s 
status on the 
farm is... 

AND the crop 
planted on the 
land with the 
violation is... THEN the producer shall be... 

landlord, who 
is not the 
operator 

shared by the 
landlord 

 ineligible for USDA benefits subject to the provisions 
of this handbook on: 
 
 all lands on the farm where the violation occurred 

that the violating operator, tenant or sharecropper, 
or their affiliated persons are involved 

 
 any other land and warehouses where the landlord 

and violating operator, tenant or sharecropper, or 
their affiliated persons are involved 

 
 eligible on lands approved under the landlord 

exemption rule according to paragraph 603.  
AD-1026C shall be used to document exemption. 

 
Exception: The share rent landlord shall be ineligible 

on all lands, if it is determined that the 
tenant or sharecropper is required to 
produce an agricultural commodity on 
predominately HEL or converted wetland, 
under the terms and conditions of an 
agreement between the landlord and the 
tenant or sharecropper. 
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Par. 602 
602 Determining Producers Who Are Ineligible (Continued) 
 

A Determining Ineligibility for HELC or WC Planting Violations (Continued) 
 
IF the 
producer’s 
status on the 
farm is... 

AND the crop 
planted on the 
land with the 
violation is... THEN the producer shall be... 

landlord, who is 
not the operator 

cash rented and 
not shared by the 
landlord 

ineligible for USDA benefits subject to the provisions 
of this handbook on lands and warehouses where the 
landlord and violating operator, tenant or 
sharecropper, or their affiliated persons are involved. 
 
Note: The landlord could be eligible for USDA 

benefits on the farm where the violation 
occurred, if the landlord is share-renting a part 
of the farm with another tenant or 
sharecropper, provided a landlord exemption 
is approved on AD-1026C according to 
paragraph 603. 

either of the 
following: 
 
 tenant 
 sharecropper 

shared by either 
of the following: 
 
 tenant 
 sharecropper 

ineligible for USDA benefits subject to the provisions 
of this handbook on: 
 
 all lands 
 
 any warehouse in which the tenant or 

sharecropper has an interest. 
 
Note: This includes cases where it is determined that 

the tenant or sharecropper planted an 
agricultural commodity on predominately 
HEL or converted wetland, or converts a 
wetland under the terms and conditions of an 
agreement between the landlord and the tenant 
or sharecropper. 

 
Exception: If a tenant exemption has been 

approved according to paragraph 604, 
the producer shall be ineligible only on 
the farm for which an exemption was 
approved. 

not shared by 
either of the 
following: 
 
 tenant 
 sharecropper 

able to remain eligible for USDA benefits subject to 
the provisions of this handbook on: 
 
 all lands 
 
 any warehouse in which the tenant or 

sharecropper has an interest. 
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Par. 602 
602 Determining Producers Who Are Ineligible (Continued) 
 

B Determining Ineligibility for WC Conversion Violations 
 
Any person who is determined responsible for converting a wetland for the purpose, or which 
has the effect, of making the production of an agricultural commodity possible, shall be 
ineligible for all USDA benefits. 
 
Note: The operator of a farm is considered to be in general control of the farm and, 

therefore, shall also be included as a person determined responsible for converting a 
wetland unless relief is approved by DAFP according to subparagraph C. 

 
C Requesting Relief for Operator of Farm With Wetland Conversion 

 
As indicated in subparagraph B, the farm operator is considered to be in general control of 
that farm.  Therefore, the operator of a farm with a wetland conversion is included as being 
responsible for a wetland conversion occurring during the time he or she is the designated 
farm operator.  However, if there are circumstances that may warrant relief for the farm 
operator, relief may be requested from DAFP according to the following table. 
 
IF... THEN...
COC determines that the 
farm operator: 
 
 was in no way 

responsible for the 
wetland conversion 

 
 had no control over the 

wetland conversion 
activities 

COC shall forward a recommendation for relief to STC. 
 
Notes: Any relief under this subparagraph does not relieve the 

farm operator from ineligibility as the result of planting 
on a converted wetland.  The conversion of a wetland  

 *--and the planting of an agricultural commodity on a--* 
converted wetland are 2 separate violations. 
 
See paragraph 637 for possible reduction in ineligibility 
for a planting violation if the operator is unable to 
mitigate a wetland conversion to meet the requirements 
for relief under the Good Faith Relief exemption. 

STC concurs with COC 
recommendation 

State Office shall forward the case file to DAFP for a decision.

STC does not concur with 
COC recommendation 

the operator shall be ineligible for relief under this 
subparagraph. 
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