
 
 
 
 
 
 

COC Election Nominations 
     The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county committee starts with the nomination of 
eligible candidates.  To become a nominee, eligible individuals 
must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a 
statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. This form 
is available at USDA Service Centers and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commitee
electform.pdf  Nomination forms for the 2011 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by 
close of business on Aug. 1, 2011.  Agricultural producers who 
participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated 
for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals may 
nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, 
organizations representing minority and women farmers or 
ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomination forms are filed 
for the county committee of the office that administers a 
producer’s farm records.   
 
Disaster Assistance 
     The Farm Service Agency would like to remind crop and 
livestock producers throughout states that have recently 
experienced severe damage from flooding, wildfires and 
tornadoes that FSA programs are available to assist with 
recovery.  FSA administers several important programs that help 
producers recover from disaster damage and livestock deaths. 
Among the key programs available to address impacts from 
disasters are the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), the 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), 
the Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.  
Fact sheets for all of these programs can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov; click on Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.  We 
encourage all who have suffered a disaster due to the recent 
severe weather conditions to read the fact sheets and visit their 
local FSA county office so they get a quick start in the recovery 
process.   
 
Payment Limitations  
     Anyone that plans to participate in 2011 programs is required 
to submit a completed CCC-902, CCC-926, and CCC-901, if 
applicable, for payment eligibility and  
payment limitation purposes.  The form used previously was 
called a CCC-502. 
 
Contributions 
All partners, stockholders, or members with an ownership 
interest in the legal entity must make a contribution, whether 
compensated or not compensated, for active--* 

 personal  labor, active personal management, or a 
combination of active personal labor and active personal 
management to the farming operation; 

*Note:   there are exceptions for spouses. 
 
Crop Reporting 
     The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be 
referred to as crop report acreage reporting, or crop certification.  
Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a 
variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the 
farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Loan 
Deficiency Payments. 
The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must 
account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. The 
producer certification deadline for all crops is July 1, 2011. 
 
CRP & NAP Certification 
     Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to 
receive annual rental payments. And, crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must also be 
reported.  
Prevented Planting: 
Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date. Failure to report prevented 
planting acreage could result in loss of benefits for the SURE 
program or possibly other disaster assistance programs. 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the 
crop, and producers must be able to establish to the satisfaction 
of the county committee that the crop failed and was prevented 
from being replanted through the normal planting period because 
of natural disaster conditions. 
 
Sodbusting 

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly 
erodible land for crop production without proper conservation 
measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm 
Service Agency programs. 

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not 
presently under crop production for planting, they are required to 
file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into 
production. 

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates that the 
area will be highly erodible land, the producer will be required 
to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected 
acreage, before bringing land into production. 

 
GIS 
As part of a program to digitally map the nation’s farms and 
fields, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
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established the Common Land Unit (CLU) as a standardized GIS 
(Geographic Information Systems) data layer that has allowed 
mapping to be integrated easily on a nationwide basis. The Farm 
Service Agency manages this CLU data layer through a 
distributed database environment for all field service centers 
throughout the country.  Using GIS provides for more consistent 
and more accurate land measurements, such as field acreage and 
acreage boundaries of conservation practices, such as riparian 
buffers. With high quality digital imagery, new land use changes 
(farm transfers and land subdivisions) can be easily updated. 
Maps can be created in either paper or digital format for FSA 
customers or the public.  More information about the Common 
Land Unit and NAIP imagery can be found by visiting on-line, 
APFO (Aerial Photography Field Office) at www.apfo.usda.gov. 
 
Farm Loan Programs 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family 
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are 
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or 
regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are 
currently available.   

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of 
$1,119,000.  Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a 
loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner.  

FSA employees will help you complete the necessary 
application and other forms, and help you understand what 
information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get 
it.  To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the 
county office staff for an appointment with a farm loan officer.   
 
Controlled Substances 
 Program participants convicted under federal or state law of 
any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting or 
storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program 
payments and benefits. 
If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant 
shall be ineligible during that crop year and the four succeeding 
crop years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price 
support loans, loan deficiency payments, market loan gains, 
storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program payments or disaster payments. 
Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense 
consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a controlled 
substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for 
any or all program payments and benefits. 
 
Farm Reconstitutions 
     At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the 
same owner and the same operator under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a 
farm reconstitution is necessary.  If multiple owners and/or 
operators do not agree about program participation and want to 
separate acres by programs, for example to enter only a segment 
of property into the new ACRE program, then producers should 
inquire about a reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA office. 
     The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or 
dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  
NOTE:  to be effective for the current year, recons must be 

requested by August 1, 2011 for farms enrolled in specific 
programs.   

Online Services 
     Producers, if you have Internet access you can electronically 
log on, fill out and print a variety of FSA paper forms in the 
comfort of your home as your schedule allows. You can also 
register for secure electronic access that will allow you to 
electronically sign and transmit some forms directly to the 
county office staff.  If you are new to the website, first you will 
want to obtain a Level 2 USDA Service Center Customer ID and 
password at: http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ and then click on 
"Create an Account Page" link.   
     USDA eAuthentication is the system used by USDA agencies 
to enable customers to obtain accounts that will allow them to 
access USDA Web applications and services via the Internet. 
This includes things such as submitting forms electronically, 
filing eLDPs, completing DCP contracts, filling out surveys 
online, and checking the status of your USDA accounts.  If you 
already have a Customer ID and password, then click on the 
following eForms website at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet and then click 
on the "Sign In" button.  A disclaimer window will open and 
after you read the "Warning message", click on the "Continue" 
button.  Then the USDA Web services page will open to the 
eAuthentication login page.  Enter your login User ID and 
password and then click on the "Login" button.  To sign and 
transmit forms electronically, you must sign-up and get a User 
ID and password. Submitting an e-Form is convenient. You can 
access information anytime day or night seven days a week. It's 
faster and forms along with applications can be submitted and 
received in the county office in a matter of minutes, not days or 
weeks. 

Banking Changes? 
     If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA 
county office so we can update our files to insure continued 
uninterrupted service. 
 
Special Accommodations 
     Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for 
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing 
impairment to attend or participate in meetings or events 
sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special 
accommodations to attend or participate in one of our events, 
please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to make 
any needed arrangements.  

 
 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
July 1 Deadline to complete proven yields for NAP 
July 1 Deadline for Acreage Reporting 
July 4 Office Closed – Independence Day 
Prior to selling wool – Sign up for Wool LDP 
Prior to selling unshorn lambs – Sign up for Lamb Pelt 
LDP 
Anytime – Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  Special accommodations will be made upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment. If 
accommodations are required, please call Sherri McMillan, Washakie/Hot Springs County CED, at 307-347-2456, ext. 2. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

 
 

 
Hispanic and Women Farmers 
     A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who believe they were discriminated against when seeking 
USDA farm loans is being established.  If you believe that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm 
loan benefits to you during certain time periods between 1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you may be 
eligible to apply for compensation.   For additional information on this claims process and other settlement issues contact: 

• Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, please visit: 
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429;   

• Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, please visit: 
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-5547;  

• Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers Class Action Settlement please visit: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-5506.   
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