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Committee Election

Committee Nominations Open for LAA #3

Nominations of candidates for the Farm Service Agency county committee election
representing producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) number 3 will be accepted
through August 1, 2011. Producers who are eligible to vote in LAA 3 and who participate
or cooperate in an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve
on the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates.
Organizations representing socially disadvantaged minorities and women farmers or
ranchers may also nominate candidates. Beginning farmers and ranchers are
encouraged to nominate themselves and participate in the election process.

Laramie County FSA will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA 3. That
position is currently held by Mark Child. LAA 3 includes all of Laramie County west of
County Road 136.

Nomination form FSA-669 A is attached for you to fill out and submit for LAA #3.

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by November 4, and must be returned to the FSA
county office or postmarked by Dec. 5, 2011.

All farmers, ranchers and other agricultural producers are encouraged to participate. The
county committee provides local input on commaodity price support loans and payments;
establish allotment and yields; conservation programs; disaster assistance payments and
other programs. More information on the elections, including nomination forms, is
available at the county office or online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov

Conservation Reserve Program

Continuous CRP Signup

Laramie County’s total CRP acreage has dropped below 25 percent of the total cropland
in the county. This allows the County to be eligible for Continuous CRP. The Continuous
CRP allows eligible producers to enroll small acreages of eligible cropland or marginal
pastureland into the CRP. Participants agree to establish approved conservation
practices (farmstead windbreaks, living snow fences, etc.) and remove land from
agriculture production in return for annual rental payments for 10 — 15 years. Participants
can receive 50% of the cost to establish the practices along with a 40% cost share
incentive payment and a one-time signup incentive payment. Please call for an
appointment.

Maturing CRP Contracts

CRP participants with expiring contract acres in the final year of the CRP-1, who intend to
destroy cover for preparation for spring or fall-seeded crops, need pre-authorization from
FSA to avoid penalty. Authorization can only be granted after a completed CRP-1G
(Modification to Allow Early Preparation) is reviewed and approved by a representative of
the Commodity Credit Corporation and the producer completes a conservation plan with
NRCS.

CRP Acreage Reports
CRP acreage is required to be reported annually by filing a crop acreage report by July 1.
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Oil Exploration on CRP and Cropland

Oil exploration is being conducted in Laramie County. CRP contracts require permission from the Laramie County
FSA Committee prior to any action taking place on the CRP acreage. This includes any seismic exploration and test
wells being erected. Failure to notify FSA prior to disturbing the cover could jeopardize the continuation of the
contract and could result in penalties. If a well becomes permanent, FSA requires repayment of all rental payments,
cost share for grass establishment, interest plus liquidated damages on the area taken out of CRP for oil structures.

Please notify FSA if any cropland is taken out of production (This would include buildings, wind generators, feedlots,
oil wells, etc.). We will need to adjust your cropland acres for a correct crop report. This could potentially affect your
crop acreage base and your payments made on your farm.

Farm Program Information
2011 Direct & Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and Agriculture Conservation Revenue Enhancement (ACRE)

Signup

Signup for the 2011 DCP/ACRE will be held now through June 1, 2011. You can request an advance payment of 22
percent. Please call for an appointment.

June 1, 2011, is the deadline for all ACRE and DCP participants. Deputy Administrator Farm Programs has
authorized a late file DCP Contract enrollment period through August 1.

The ACRE Option

The Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) provides a safety net based on state revenue losses and
acts in place of the price-based safety net of counter-cyclical payments under DCP. A farm's payment is based on a
revenue guarantee calculated using a 5-year average state yield and the most recent 2-year national price for each
eligible commodity.

An ACRE payment is issued when both the state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss. In exchange for
participating in ACRE, a farm's direct payment is reduced by 20 percent, and marketing assistance loan rates are
reduced by 30 percent.

The decision to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevocable. The owner of the farm and all producers on the farm
must agree to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop year and will remain in
ACRE through the 2012 crop year.

Acreage Reports
Please file a crop report. Call for an appointment. The deadline is July 1, 2011, so don’t wait until the last minute!
Late filed acreage reports will cost a minimum of $46 per farm.

Farm Record Changes

June 1, 2011 is the deadline to provide changes to your farm records at the local FSA office for the 2011 crop year.
If you are changing your operation entity type, adding or dropping cropland or farms, or adding entities to your
operation, contact the FSA county office by June 1.

Fruit and Vegetable (FAV) Planting
Participating DCP and ACRE farms are limited to the amount of FAV's that can be planted without a payment

reduction/violation. FAV acres may not exceed the non-contract acres on the farm. Farms must have a FAV history
on the farm or the producer must have a history of producing FAV to be eligible for planting FAV on base acres.

FAV’s include dry beans, potatoes, onions and chicory. Planting FAV can cause you to lose benefits and could also
include fines. Please contact the office before planting so we can keep you from losing benefits and avoid penalty.

DCP Cover Requirements
Fallow acreage on cropland that supports DCP base acres must be protected from wind and water erosion and
have the weeds controlled. Violations for not controlling weeds and wind or water erosion will lead to penalties.

Prevented Planting / Failed Acreage

A Notice of Loss form, CCC-576, should be filed if you have crops that were prevented from being planted or
acreage that has failed. For losses on crops covered by NAP or crop insurance, a CCC-576 must be filed within 15
days of the date of the loss or when the loss became apparent. Prevented plantings should be filed within 15 days
of the final planting date for the crop.
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NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION
1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Print Nomines's Full Name) "' TO BE COMPLETED'BY. COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4. INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED
2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE -5. COUNTY
6. LAA 7. STATE
3. NOMINEE'S ERTIFIC#TION: . 8. NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:
1 hereby agree to have my name placed on the ballot, that I will serve if If this nomination is by other than self, the following eligible voter or
elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, I will resign such position. representative of a community based organization hereby nominates the
afore-named person to be a candidate in the next County FSA Committee
] 100 want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee. election for the county.
I_:!_ I DO NOT want to witness the seitling of ifed votes with another nominee.
3A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B. DATE 8A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR 8B. DATE
D Check here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual is self nommatmg, no signature is ."'eqmred,l

9. TO BE COMPLETED BY NCMINEE
VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Government in order
to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to furnish this information, but are encouraged to do
$0. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.

|ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) GENDER
D Hispanic or Latino D American Indian or Alaska Native D Black or African-American D Male
D Nat Hispanic or Latino D Asian l:l Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander =I|:| Female
L] wnite i

. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows: '

ITEM 1  Type or Print the nominee's full name. The nominee must be:

A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C. Willing to serve if elected.

[ITEM 2  Enter the nominee’s current address,

ITEM3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the seﬂling. of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A &3B  The nominee must s_ign and date.

{TEMS BA & 8B The nominator must sign and date. (/f the individual .I'S self nominating, no signature is required.)
ITEM 9  Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2011.

NOTE: The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a - as amended). The authorify for requesting the information identified on this
form Is the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 170-246). The information will be used to obtain nominees for election fo the County FSA Committee.
The information collected on this form may be disclosed to other Federal, State, Local government agencies, Tribal agencies, and nongovernmental entities that have
been authorized access lo (he information by statule or regulalion andfor as described in applicable Routlne Uses identified in the System of Records Notice for County
Personnel Records, USDA/FSA-6. Providing the 1 tad ir ion is voluntary. However, failure fo furnish the requested information will result in & determinalion of
inaligibifity for nomination for alaction to the County FSA Comm:h‘ee

Aceording to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1885, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless i
displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMBE conirol number for this information collection is 0560-0229. The time required to complele this informalion collection
75 estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the coilection of information. The provisions of approprigle criminal and civil fraud, privacy, and other statutes may be appiicable to
_the information provided. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.
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Disaster Programs

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Losses of livestock due to adverse weather must be reported to the FSA Office within 30 days of when the loss is
apparent by filing a Notice of Loss application FSA-914. For 2011 a Notice of Loss filed must be finalized by
October 31, 2011 as this is the last year of this program in the current Farm Bill.

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program
Signup for the SURE Program for 2009 crop losses started on January 10. The signup goes through July 29, 2011.
Please call for an appointment.

At a minimum, to be eligible for the SURE Program, the producer must have purchased or be enrolled in the
following for the 2009 crop year (This is called the Risk Management Purchase Requirement or RMPR):
e A plan of crop insurance of at least catastrophic (CAT) level for all insurable crops on all farms.
e And/or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for all non-insurable crops on all
farms.

Dates to Remember

May 30 Memorial Day Holiday — Office Closed

May 31 Loan / LDP Deadline for Feed Grains

June 1 DCP Signup Deadline

July 1 Crop Reporting Deadline

July 4 Independence Day Holiday — Office Closed
July 29 Last Day for SURE Signup

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.




