“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or
(202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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Important Dates to Remember

May 31
Memorial Day office closure

June 1
DCP/ACRE signup ends

June 30
Crop reporting deadline

July 15
ACRE production report
deadline

Producers operating farms with crop
acreage bases established under the
Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment
Program (DCP) may signup for the 2010
program at this time.

The Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE) program is an alternative to
DCP participation. ACRE participants
earn direct payments, but with a 20%
reduction. Grain loan rates on ACRE-
enrolled farms are also reduced by 30%.
The benefit of ACRE is potential
revenue protection payments on
planted crops when market prices,
state yields, and/or farm yields are
below established guarantees. The
opportunity to elect ACRE will be offered
each year 2010-12, but once elected the
decision is irrevocable through 2012. All
producers on a farm must agree to the
election.

The signup period ends on June 1,
2010, for enrolling farms in the 2010
DCP and ACRE programs. Late-filed
applications cannot be accepted.
Please contact the FSA office to make
an appointment.

ACRE participants for 2009 must turn in
yields for 2009 and previous years by
July 15, 2010.

Acreage Reporting Deadline

The acreage reporting deadline for most
programs is June 30, 2010. Filing an
accurate acreage report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planting acreage, can prevent
the loss of benefits for a variety of
programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within
15 days of the disaster event and before
disposition of the crop. Prevented
planting must be reported no later than
15 days after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many
FSA programs. For crops other than NAP
(Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program) crops, acreage reports are to be
certified by the June 30, 2010.

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP
assistance may be paid are due in the
county office by the earliest of these two
options: 1) June 30, 2010, or 2) 15
calendar days before the onset of harvest
or grazing of the specific crop acreage
being reported.

SURE Signup Continues

FSA continues to accept applications for
the Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Payments Program (SURE). SURE
provides benefits for farm revenue losses
due to natural disasters that occurred in
the crop years 2008 through September
30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE
payments, producers are required to obtain
crop insurance on all crops in all counties
or, for crops for which insurance is not
available, producers must participate in the
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) except for grazed acreage.
Coverage is not required for economically
insignificant crops.

Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource,
and beginning farmers or ranchers are
exempt from the risk management
purchase requirement.

Vacancy Announcement

FSA has 2 vacancies for paid interns in a
two-year training program. Upon
successful completion, the interns will be
eligible for farm loan officer positions in
Yakima and Ephrata. The position closes
May 17, 2010. For more information, see
the FSA website
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa or contact
Administrative Officer Jonna Provinsal
509-323-3007.
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