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CRP GENERAL SIGN-UP 41 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general sign-up starts Monday, March 14, 2011 
and ends Friday, April 15, 2011.  CRP allows producers to enroll land in ten year contracts 
that help preserve environmentally sensitive land.  In exchange for idling the land, producers 
receive annual rental payments and 50 percent of the cost to establish the cover.  Rental rates 
are tied to county average rental rates and the productivity of the soils in the offered acreage.  
In general, no other income can be derived from the land while under contract. 
 
Eligibility and ranking scores are based on several factors.  Eligible land must have been 
planted to an annual crop or conserving use in at least four years between 2002 and 2007.  In 
addition, the land must have an erodibility index of 8 or greater, be in the state air quality or 
wildlife Conservation Priority Area or be CRP expiring in 2011. 
 
Offers will be ranked using the Environment Benefits Index.  Points will be awarded based on 
the environmental and habitat benefits of the proposed cover planted.  More points are awarded 
for native covers.  Existing CRP covers may need to be replanted to maximize the score.  Extra 
points will be awarded for the most erosive land and bids that include pollinator habitat on 10% 
of the acreage. 
 
There are 8,510.9 acres in Douglas County expiring from CRP contracts on September 30, 
2011.  No general CRP contract acreage will expire in Chelan County this year.  If you are 
interested in signing up, please contact our office for an appointment.  

 

FSA STATE DIRECTOR TO MEET WITH PRODUCERS 
Producers wanting to know more about FSA programs or comment on FSA programs and 
services will have an opportunity for dialogue with the agency's State Executive Director, Judy 
Olson.  Olson will participate in a producer meeting and listening session on Tuesday, March 
22, 2011.  The meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. and will be in Davenport, WA at the Memorial Hall, 
511 W. Park Street.  The meeting is one of four that Olson will attend in the state.  Persons with 
disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in the meeting should contact 
the Lincoln County FSA office at (509) 725-4501 or jeff.lust@wa.usda.gov .  FSA is 
committed to making programs accessible to all customers. 
 

TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Fruit producers who have suffered tree losses may be eligible for assistance under the Tree 
Assistance Program (TAP).  Even though TAP assistance is not tied to receiving a Secretarial 
Disaster Designation, producers are reminded to provide us with loss notification as soon as 
practical, after losses are identified.  Producer must suffer mortality to the stand in excess of 
15% after adjustment for normal mortality.  Producers are required to file an application and 
provide supporting documentation within 90 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster 
event, or from the date the tree, vine or bush loss becomes apparent.  Reimbursement after 
replant/rehab is completed and actual bills are provided.  All work must be completed within 1-
year from application approval.  Crop losses are not applicable under TAP.  Please contact our 
office if you have any questions or to file an application for tree, vine or bush losses.  
 

SURE 2009 SIGN-UP 
Sign-up continues for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) for 
2009 crop losses.  Eligible producers should contact our offices to apply for benefits as soon as 
possible to ensure payment eligibility.  Sign-up will end on July 29, 2011.  The SURE 
program provides benefits for farm losses due to natural disasters.  Chelan and Douglas 
Counties received designations for 2009 damaging weather events.  Therefore producers who 
suffered qualifying losses are eligible to apply for 2009 SURE.  Please remember that one 
SURE application for a participant covers all crops, in all counties.  A fact sheet with more 
detailed information and a potential payment calculator are available on the FSA website.  For 
more information, please contact our office. 

 

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. 
In order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your 
account has been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank.  Payments can 
be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers. 

 

PAYMENT LIMITATION AND ELIGIBILITY 
Producers participating in certain FSA programs are subject to limitations on the total annual 
payments that can be received.  Under the 2008 Farm Bill, payments are limited by direct 
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attribution.  The maximum amount persons or entities can receive per year are:  Direct payments - $40,000; Counter-Cyclical 
(CC)/ACRE payments - $65,000; SURE, LFP, LIP, and ELAP - $100,000 combined; TAP - $100,000; NAP - $100,000; CRP 
and CREP rental/incentive payments -$50,000; GRP - $50,000; LDP and market loan gains - unlimited.  With ACRE 
participation, the direct payment limitation will reflect a 20% direct payment reduction.  The DCP CC/ACRE payment limitation 
will then be increased by the direct payment reduction amount. 
 
The following provisions apply to certain programs: actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant, foreign person, and average 
adjusted gross income (AGI).  No program benefits will be provided until all required forms are filed and determinations are 
complete.  Producers determined not actively engaged in farming are ineligible for any payment which requires such a 
determination.  All payment eligibility forms are subject to spot check through the end-of-year review process.  If any changes 
occur that could affect the determinations, producers must timely notify the County Office by filing revised forms and applicable 
supporting documentation.  

 

FOREIGN INVESTORS 90-DAY REPORTING RULE 
 Foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land are required by law to report your land holdings, acquisitions, leases of 10 years or 
more, and land use changes within 90 days of these transactions.  Report these changes to the local FSA office.  Failure to report 
these changes can result in a civil penalty of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of your interest in agricultural land. 
 

DISASTER DEBT SET-ASIDE PROGRAM 
When Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct loan borrowers are located in a designated disaster area or contiguous county, and are 
unable to make their scheduled payments on any debt, FSA is authorized to consider set-aside of some payments to allow the 
operation to continue.  Borrowers have eight months from the date of designation to apply for the program.  A complete 
application includes a written request from all liable parties, actual production, income and expense records for the period in 
which disaster occurred, and other items as required. Production, income and expense records are not required in instances 
where the agency already has the information. 
 
Borrowers are eligible to receive the disaster set-aside based on the following: (1) The borrower is unable to pay all family living 
and farm operating expenses, payments to other creditors and payments to FSA (2) The borrower must have operated the farm or 
ranch at the time of the disaster. (3) Each loan considered for disaster set-aside must have been outstanding at the time of the 
disaster. (4) The borrower must be current or not more than one installment behind on any FSA loan.  (5) The loan considered 
for disaster set-aside must have at least a term of 2 years remaining on the payments. (6) After the disaster set-aside is 
completed, the borrower must be current with FSA payments. (7) The amount set aside cannot exceed one year’s FSA payment. 
(8) Each loan can only receive one disaster set-aside. (9) The borrower must be able to develop a positive cash-flow projection 
for the coming year.  Each payment set-aside must be repaid prior to the final maturity of the note.  Any principal set-aside will 
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid.  Please contact the Chelan County Farm Loan staff if you have any questions. 
 

CRP MAINTENANCE 
The primary nesting season for Washington is April 1 through July 1, each year.  During this time period, prior approval by the 
County Committee is required to treat weeds by mowing, burning, or spraying on contracts that have been established.  
Treatment must be limited to areas that have weed problems or need enhancement.  Outside the nesting period, you are allowed 
to perform treatment without prior approval from FSA.   
 
Weed control is required on CRP land.  While prior approval may be required during certain times, FSA will grant it for any 
legitimate weed problems.  Also, activities such as harrowing or chopping of dried up mustards and thistles after the nesting 
period has ended can be a valuable tool to keep these weeds from getting on your neighbor's property.  These activities help 
maintain grass vigor and ensure that you have a viable cover for the entire contract period.  Failure of the stand due to lack of 
weed control may lead to payment reductions or contract termination. 
 
CRP contracts may be revised to include certain maintenance practices in mid-contract to maintain stand vigor and diversity.  
Fifty percent cost-sharing is available if these activities are approved by FSA before work begins.  Examples of practices 
include:  mowing, harrowing, herbicide application, inter-seeding or fertilization.  If your 2008 expiring CRP contract was re-
enrolled for 10-years, mid-contract management will be required this year.  Please contact our office if you have any questions. 
 


