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FSA Updates

Dairy Disaster Assistance Pay-
ment (DDAP-II]) Program Sign-
up has opened

Sign-up for DDAP-I11 opened on March 5,
2008 and will end on May 5, 2008. DDAP-III
reimburses farmers for losses in milk produc-
tion attributable to eligible disaster events. For
Vermont farmers that means that a drop in
milk production resulting from the poor feed
harvested or grazed in 2006 is eligible. Pro-
ducers will be able to apply for losses experi-
enced in both 2006 & 2007. Production losses
will be calculated by comparing the 2006 &
2007 production figures with a base value de-
rived from 2003 & 2004 production. It is the
responsibility of producers to provide all pro-
duction numbers as well as cow numbers. The
program does have limited funding, and pay-
ments will not be issued until national factor-
ing is considered. Please call your local FSA
office for more details.

Livestock Compensation
Program (LCP)

Sign-up for LCP continues, with no closing
date yet announced. LCP pays farmers for
losses in pasture and/or harvested feed in
2006, with the calculation of benefits consid-
ering livestock numbers as well as feed loss
values. Some farmers have been able to re-
ceive maximum benefits based entirely on the
loss of pasture, while those with confinement
systems have received payments using addi-
tional feed purchases as justification. Sign-up
has been relatively light so far, but most live-
stock producers should be eligible for some
level of benefit. Though LCP has been avail-
able for many months, program requirements
have just recently been clarified. Please con-
tact us for more details.

Crop Disaster Program (CDP)

CDP sign-up is ongoing, with no announced
ending date. Benefits are available to farmers
who suffered eligible quantity or quality losses
to 2005, 2006, or 2007 crops. Benefits are lim-
ited to losses suffered in one of the three years,
with the greatest benefit issued. Only those
farmers who carried crop insurance or Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage for the given year are eligible. We are
currently taking sign-ups and issuing payments
for the Quantity portion of this program. CDP
sign-up for Quality losses will take place at a
later date. To determine if you are eligible, call
the office and ask for Pearl, Eileen, or Larry.

Beware of Crop Insurance
Rebating Schemes

With the spring sales closing date for many Fed-
eral crop insurance policies right around the cor-
ner, crop insurance agents have stepped up their
marketing efforts. The Risk Management
Agency (RMA) has received reports from pro-
ducers and agents that some aggressive market-
ers have been approaching producers with rebate
offers. These schemes promise lower insurance
premiums, refunds, dividends, or items of value
tied to crop insurance purchases. Most of these
activities are illegal.

RMA reminds all Federal crop insurance pro-
gram participants that it is now coordinating
with state regulators to take appropriate regula-
tory action against all those who are found to
promote or participate in such schemes. Pro-
ducers who are found to participate in illegal re-
bating activities will not only lose their crop
insurance coverage but will also lose eligibility
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in all USDA programs. Producers and agents can re-
port suspicions of illegal rebating to the OIG Hotline:
1-800-424-9121.

NAP Coverage Deadline

Producers in need of insurance coverage for crops that
cannot be covered by federal crop insurance (FCIC)
can enroll in FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP). NAP is a federally funded pro-
gram that provides coverage to producers for non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory or
prevented planting occurs due to natural disas-

ters. Crops eligible for NAP coverage are those for
which crop insurance is not available, including fruits
and vegetables, aquaculture, turf grass and forage
crops just to name a few.

NAP coverage requires a service fee of $100 per crop,
with a $300 cap per county per producer. Out-of-

pocket expenses will not exceed $900 for any
producer, even if production occurs in more
than three counties. Service fees may be
waived for eligible limited resource producers.

NAP applications for coverage must be filed
and service fees paid, by the applicable clos-
ing date. Application closing dates vary by
crop. The deadline for vegetables and small
grains is March 17th. Chittenden and Wash-
ington County producers may contact the FSA
Office for specific crop application sales clos-
ing dates at: 802 865-7895 x4 or 1 800-910-
2035 x4.

REMINDER - The deadline for purchasing
crop insurance (from an independent agent)
for spring seeded crops, including corn, is
March 15"

Visit our Web site at
http://www.fsa.usda.qov/VT
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