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USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection 
Program Deadline 
FSA extended the deadline to enroll for the dairy Margin Protection 
Program for coverage in 2016 until Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial 
assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the difference 
between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level 
selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for 
their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed via 
computer, smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage 
election for 2016 and pay the $100 administration fee. Although any 
unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the enrollment 
deadline to remain eligible for higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums 
for 2016 are not due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work with 
milk marketing companies to remit premiums on their behalf.  

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage 
due to a sequester order required by Congress and issued pursuant to 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
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questions specific to your 
operation. 

1985.  Should a payment reduction be necessary, FSA will reduce the 
payment by the required amount. 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop 
your County FSA office to learn more about the Margin Protection 
Program.  

 
Dates to Remember  
Oct. 1 ----- Deadline to obtain 2016 NAP coverage for Winter Wheat, 
Rye, Barley and Speltz. 
Oct. 12 ---- Columbus Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 
Nov. 9 ---- County committee ballots mailed to voters. 
Nov. 11 --- Veterans Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 
Nov. 20 --- Last day to apply for coverage for asparagus, blueberries, 
caneberries, cherries, chestnuts, forage for hay and pasture, grapes, 
nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries, honey, hops and 
maple syrup. 
Nov. 20 -- Last day for dairy producers to make elections for Milk Price 
Protection Program. 
Nov. 20 – Deadline to apply for CRP Grasslands. 
Nov. 26 --- Thanksgiving Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 
Dec. 1 ----- General CRP sign-up 49 begins. 
Dec. 7 ----- Last day to return voted Ballots in county committee 
election. 
Dec. 15 ---- Deadline to report the 2016 Fall Seeded Crops for fall 
barley, fall wheat and all other fall-seeded small grains. 
Dec. 25 ---- Christmas Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed. 

 

 
FSA Reminds Producers of Approaching NAP Deadlines for 
2016 Crops 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers who are interested in the 2016 Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), of the need to apply for coverage by the following crop deadline 
dates. 

• October 1, 2015 is the deadline for 2016 NAP coverage on winter wheat, rye, barley and 
speltz. 

• November 20, 2015 is the deadline for 2016 NAP coverage on apples, asparagus, 
blueberries, caneberries, cherries, chestnuts, forage for hay and pasture, grapes, nectarines, 
peaches, pears, plums, strawberries, honey, maple sap and hops. NOTE: Hops is a 
perennial crop and the application deadline moved from spring to fall for coverage.  

• March 15, 2016 is the deadline for 2016 NAP coverage on forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, 
Soybeans, Sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for food.  

The 2014 Farm Bill provides greater coverage for losses when natural disasters affect specialty 
crops. Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop 
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher levels of 
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. 
The expanded protection is especially helpful to beginning and socially disadvantaged producers, as 
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well as farmers with limited resources, who will receive fee waivers and premium reductions for 
expanded coverage. 

Eligible producers can apply for 2016 NAP coverage at their local FSA Office using form CCC-471, 
Application for Coverage. The service fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250 per crop or 
$750 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with 
farming interest in multiple counties. Producers interested in buy-up coverage must pay a premium, 
in addition to the service fee. The maximum premium will be $6,564. 

Producer meeting the definition of a socially disadvantaged farmer, beginning farmer or limited 
resource farmer will have service fees waived. Producers meeting this definition that choose to 
purchase buy-up coverage will also have service fees waived and the premium will be capped at 
$3,282. 

To help producers learn more about the NAP program and how it can help them, USDA, offers an 
online Web tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. The webtool allows producers to determine whether their 
crops are eligible for coverage and gives producers an opportunity to explore a variety of options and 
levels to determine the best protection level for their operation. 

For more information on NAP coverage or obtain coverage, please contact your FSA County office. 

 
Farm Loans Available for Beginning and Targeted 
Underserved Producers  
FSA has funding to assist beginning farmers and members of targeted underserved groups to 
finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.   

FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years;  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm;  
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA;  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average farm size; and  
• Also, the applicant must meet the loan eligibility requirements of the program to which 

he/she is applying.   

Targeted underserved applicants are one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of their identity as a member of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities.  Targeted underserved groups are Women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Certain FSA loan funds 
are targeted to beginning farmers and underserved groups.     

Note: All applicants for direct farm ownership loans must have participated in a business operation of 
a farm for at least three years.  

To find out more about loans for beginning farmer and targeted underserved groups contact your 
local FSA county office to setup an appointment with a loan approval official.  

 
MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop Years 2015-2018 
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The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.  

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the 
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional 
quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when 
moving or commingling loan collateral.  

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, wool and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest 
to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the 
loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available.  

FSA is now accepting requests for 2015 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.  

Before MAL repayments and LDP disbursements can be made, producers must meet the 
requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member contribution.  

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit your FSA County office. 

 
Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 small 
grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop yield surveys.  If you 
are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage your participation 
and cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for their programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and 
commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate 
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county 
revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average 
price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will 
trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the current year 
revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county 
yield data is not available, the FSA State Committee must determine a county yield using RMA yield 
data or the best available yield data, including assigning a county yield using neighboring county 
yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal 
law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can 
be identified. All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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