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“Farmers Feeding Friends”

From the beginning of our agrarian
roots, farmers have come to the aid of
their less fortunate friends when difficult
times have struck. As we face continued
recession, and our neighbors and
friends lose their jobs and economic
stability, the agriculture community can
continue its legacy of kindness. While
some of us may be struggling our-
selves, we can still reach out and help
those in desperate need.

In our April newsletter, we asked that
you donate at least one non-perishable
food item to our office food drive. We
are very grateful to those of you have
felt the need to donate and want to ex-
tend the invitation once again to those
who may have missed our April news-
letter.

The Jefferson/Harrison FSA is still ac-
cepting non-perishable food items. This
small gesture of kindness will once
again show our neighbors that we in ag-
riculture, believe we shall reap that
which we sow. We can make a differ-
ence because we are not a huge corpo-
ration feeding the world but we are
“Farmers Feeding Friends”.

DCP Sign-up Deadline

The sign-up deadline for the 2009 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program is
August 14, 2009. FSA will not accept any late-
filed applications.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using
base acres and payment yields established for
each farm. Eligible producers receive direct
payments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices. For 2009, you may re-
quest to receive advance direct payments based
on 22 percent of the direct payment for each
commodity associated with the farm. Counter-
cyclical payment rates vary depending on mar-
ket prices and are issued only when the effective
price for a commodity is statutorily set below its
target price.

Producers can also use the electronic DCP
(eDCP) service, which will save you time, reduce
paperwork and speed up contract processing at
FSA offices. It is available to anyone eligible to
participate in the DCP Program. To access this
online service, you must have an active USDA
eAuthentication Level 2 account, which requires
filling out an online registration form at: http://
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a visit to
the local USDA Service Center for identity veri-
fication.

ACRE Sign-up Deadline

The ACRE program is a new option for farmers
who may have previously participated in FSA's
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP). The
ACRE program is an alternative to the counter-
cyclical program. ACRE payments are based on
what the producer actually plants, with payments
calculated using recent market prices. ACRE pay-
ments are triggered when the farm revenue and
state revenue - price multiplied by yield - fall be-
low a calculated guarantee for a crop.

Ohio has developed an ACRE Calculator for farm-
ers who still have questions about ACRE. The
calculator is a practical user-friendly tool that will
help landowners and operators better understand
the potential impact of ACRE participation on
their farming operation. Remember the deadline
for producers to sign-up is Aug. 14, 2009, so don't
wait until the last minute, as you may not have
enough time to acquire the necessary landowner
signatures.

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.ecov/oh

New Crop Certification Deadline

For 2009, the final crop reporting dates have been
extended to August 14, 2009. Late fees will not
be applied if acreage reports are filed by August
14 and all other reporting requirements are met.

Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops
and land uses, including prevented planted and
failed acreage can prevent loss of benefits for a
variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All
cropland on the farm must be reported to receive
benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram, marketing assistance loans and Loan Defi-
ciency Payments.

Report of acreage must account for all cropland on
a farm, whether idle or planted.

CRP, NAP & GRP Certification

Conservation Reserve Program and Grassland
Reserve Program acreage must be reported to re-
ceive annual rental payments. And, crop acreage
for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be reported.

We recommend producers submit 2009 produc-
tion records as soon as harvest is complete. All
production records must be submitted by the
subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting
date.

Rural Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural
youths to establish and operate income-producing
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and
other agricultural groups. Projects must be
planned and operated with the help of the organi-
zation advisor, produce sufficient income to repay
the loan and provide the youth with practical busi-
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New CRP Wetland Practice - CP39
"Constructed Wetland"
No Cropping History Required!

Practice CP39 consists of a constructed wetland, accompanied
by a required buffer. The maximum size of just the wetland
area(s) cannot exceed 40 acres per tract. The associated
buffer may be as small as two times the acreage of the wet-
land or as large as four times the acreage of the wetland. The
combined total acreage of the CP39 and associated buffer
may exceed 40 acres per tract. At least 25% of the upstream
watershed must consist of row crop agriculture drained land
to qualify for CP39 enrollment.

Authorized payments include:

e Cost share to construct the CP39, and seed and fertilize
the associated buffer (approximately 50% of establish-
ment cost);

e Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) to help cover construc-
tion costs, (approximately 40% of establishment cost);

e $100 per acre Signing Incentive Payment (SIP); and

¢ Annual rental payment + 20% incentive for the life of the
contract (10-15 years) for the CP39 and buffer acreage
(CP28) enrolled.

Steps for installing a CP39 and buffer under CRP include:

e Landowner signs up at local FSA office. Landowner
must submit a copy of the land deed to FSA and complete
other forms to determine program eligibility.

e FSA and NRCS will determine eligibility and suitability
of the offered land in coordination with US Fish and
Wildlife Service and Army Corp of Engineers.

e An approved conservation plan will be developed by
NRCS. Once the conservation plan is completed, con-
struction of the CP39 and buffer may begin.

e The wetland and buffer must be completed within 24
months of contract approval.

Livestock Indemnity Program

The 2008 Farm Bill includes the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) which provides compensation to eligible
livestock producers who have incurred livestock death
losses due to a natural disaster, on or after January 1,
2008, and before October 1, 2011.

Livestock producers who have incurred eligible 2008 and/
or 2009 eligible livestock death losses because of eligible
adverse weather events should begin to compile their
livestock death loss documentation.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides compensa-
tion to eligible livestock producers who have incurred
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality, on or
after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011. Losses
because of adverse weather, as determined by the Secre-
tary during the calendar year, including blizzards, disease,
extreme cold, extreme heat, floods, hurricanes, and wild-
fires, are eligible for LIP.

To be eligible for assistance under LIP, each livestock
producer must provide verifiable documentation of live-
stock deaths. Adequate documentation must be provided
that proves the death of eligible livestock occurred as a
direct result of an eligible adverse weather event in the
calendar year for which benefits are being requested.

Treasury Implementation Project to Begin
August 3rd

FSA/CC payments made by direct deposit currently
are transmitted by Kansas City directly to the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank. Beginning August 3, 2009, FSA/
CCC payments made by direct deposit will be trans-
mitted by Kansas City to Treasury. This allows FSA
to be compliant with the Debt Collection Improve-
ment Act of 1996 (DCIA), which requires that Fed-
eral payments be processed through the Treasury
Offset Program (TOP), so that any delinquent Fed-
eral debt can be offset. Internal agency offsets will
be taken before payments are processed through
TOP.

Currently, the description on the payee’s bank state-
ment reads, “USDA-FSAKCMOCDSP”. After Au-
gust 3, 2009, the description on the bank statement
will read, “FSA TREAS 310 for all payments that
are disbursed by Treasury.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
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