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CROP REPORTING 
The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certification.  Filing an 
accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency 
programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance 
loans and Load Deficiency Payments.  The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle 
or planted. The producer certification deadline for all crops is Wednesday June 30, with the exception of burley tobacco, which is Thursday July 
15. 

2010 COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 
Nominations for candidates to run for the Farm Service Agency county committee election representing producers in Local Administrative 
Area 1 will be accepted through August 2, 2010. Producers who are eligible to vote in LAA 1 and who participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as 
candidates. Also, organizations representing socially disadvantaged minorities and women farmers or ranchers may also nominate candidates. 
Surry County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA 1. That position is currently held by H. Darren Slate.  LAA 1 includes 
but not limited to the following communities:  Franklin, Mount Airy, Stewarts Creek, Westfield, and South Westfield. Ballots will be mailed 
to eligible voters by November 5, and must be returned to the FSA county office or postmarked by December 6, 2010  
 

TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SIGNUP 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) signup for orchardists and nursery tree growers began Monday, May 10, 2010, at local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offices. TAP provides help to orchardists and nursery tree growers who produce trees, bushes and vines for commercial purposes, to 
replant or rehabilitate trees, bushes and vines damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The 2008 Farm Bill expanded eligibility to include 
Christmas tree and nursery tree growers that were ineligible under prior legislation. Trees grown for pulp or timber are not eligible. To be 
eligible producers must have suffered more than a 15 percent death loss due to the natural disaster after adjustment for normal mortality. TAP 
is a cost-reimbursement program, with payments covering up to 70 percent of replant costs and 50 percent of pruning, removal and other 
salvaging costs for replacing or salvaging damaged trees. Producers can receive assistance for up to 500 acres of trees, bushes or vines. 
Producers must also have purchased a policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program, or for 2008, obtained a waiver of the risk management purchase requirement through the buy-in provision. Eligible 
losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.  
 

BANKING CHANGES 
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of missing 
and late payments and reduced the time required to move funds.  It has been calculated that having a problem with a payment is 20 times greater 
with checks than with Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be made within 48 hours. To keep the system 
running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your financial institutions. If you have 
changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so we can update our 
files to insure continued uninterrupted service. 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment to attend 
or participate in meetings or events sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special accommodations to attend or participate in 
one of our events, please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to make any needed arrangements. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan 
programs are designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are 
beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for financing through a commercial lender. In other instances, borrowers might 
have suffered setbacks from natural disasters or might be persons with limited resources.  Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may 
be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000. 
Emergency loans are always direct loans for farmers who may have suffered physical or production losses in disaster areas designated by a 
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration. Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for socially disadvantaged 
applicants are also available through FSA.  
 

TRANSITION INCENTIVES PROGRAM 
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was created to encourage retired or retiring owners or operators to transition their Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.  TIP sign up began on Monday, May 17, 2010.  If 
all program requirements are met, TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after the date of 
the expiration of the CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a family member. To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring 
farmer or rancher: 

 Have land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) that is in the last year of the contract.  
 Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher make conservation and land improvements. 
 Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to long-term lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land under CRP contract to a 

beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year the CRP contract expires.  
 

Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that expire on September 30, 2010, or later.  However, retired or retiring owners or operators with 
CRP contracts that expired on September 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, may be eligible to enroll in TIP.   
 

SODBUSTING 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as cropland. Sodbuster violations are unauthorized 
tillage practices on highly erodible lands that converted native vegetation such as rangeland or woodland, to crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper conservation measures, they risk 
losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under 
crop production for planting, they are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production. If Natural Resources 
Conservation Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will be required to develop and implement a 
conservation plan on the affected acreage, before bringing land into production. In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates have to file an 
AD-1026 with the staff in the administrative or control county office before any farm program payments can be made. The AD-1026 is the 
producer’s signed certification that HELC, as well as wetland conservation, provisions will not be violated.   

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.   (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or 
call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410 , Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)632-992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  


