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COC Election Nominations 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committee starts 
with the nomination of eligible candidates.   
 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The form in-
cludes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. This form is available at USDA 
Service Centers and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
 

Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Ser-
vice Center by close of business on August 2, 2010.   
 

LAA 3 and LAA 5 are up for election this year.  Jason Westmoreland of Troutman currently holds 
the COC position for LAA 3 which consists of Statesville, Chambersburg, Fallstown, Barringer, 
Davidson, and Coddle Creek Townships.  Mary Ann Icenhour of Taylorsville currently holds the 
COC position for LAA 5 which consists of Taylorsville, Ellendale, and Wittenburg townships.   
 

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for 
candidacy for the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candi-
date. Additionally, organizations representing minority and women farmers or ranchers may no-
minate candidates. Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the office that 
administers a producer’s farm records. 
 

Tree Assistance Program Signup 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) signup for orchardists and nursery tree growers began Monday, 
May 10, 2010, at local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.  
 

TAP provides help to orchardists and nursery tree growers who produce trees, bushes and vines 
for commercial purposes, to replant or rehabilitate trees, bushes and vines damaged or de-
stroyed by natural disasters. The 2008 Farm Bill expanded eligibility to include Christmas tree 
and nursery tree growers that were ineligible under prior legislation. Trees grown for pulp or tim-
ber are not eligible.  
 

To be eligible producers must have suffered more than a 15 percent death loss due to the natu-
ral disaster after adjustment for normal mortality. TAP is a cost-reimbursement program, with 
payments covering up to 70 percent of replant costs and 50 percent of pruning, removal and 
other salvaging costs for replacing or salvaging damaged trees.  
 

Producers can receive assistance for up to 500 acres of trees, bushes or vines. Producers must 
also have purchased a policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act or Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, or for 2008, obtained a waiver of the risk manage-
ment purchase requirement through the buy-in provision. Eligible losses must have occurred on 
or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011.  
 

For more information on the new TAP program, contact your county FSA office or the website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 

FSA Signature Policy 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Cre-
dit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available 
unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.  
 
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for part-
nerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities.   
 
Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility 
Loan documents. 
 
For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office.   
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Compliance 
Compliance and spot checks will once again be utilized during the 2010 crop year.  Instead of locally selecting farms, con-
tracts, deficiency loans, etc. for spot check and review, a nationwide selection of producers is used to achieve a statistical 
sampling of participating producers.  Spot check selections are to be conducted based on a producer’s participation in 
Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc. 
 

State and county offices shall view and print their producer spot check lists as posted on the designated web site.  If an 
entity is selected from the national database that is no longer farming or participating in the 2010 crop year, a notation shall 
be made on the spot check list.  For more information about the new spot check selection procedure, feel free to contact 
your local office for additional clarification. 
 

Marketing Assistance Loans 
Marketing Assistance Loans for crop years 2009 through 2012 are available to producers who share in the risk of producing 
the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the repayment date of the loan.  Beneficial 
interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodi-
ty; and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan even if you 
regain beneficial interest. 
 
Commodity loan eligibility also requires you comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial interest 
requirements, report how you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure that the commodity meets Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) minimum grade and quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible they must have been produced by 
an eligible producer, be in existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as deter-
mined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained throughout the term of the loan. 
 

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as assessing liquidated damages, 
calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans.  
 

The most common violations are removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior authoriza-
tion and providing an incorrect quantity certification.   
 

Transition Incentives Program 
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was created to encourage retired or retiring owners or operators to transition their 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.   
 

TIP sign up began on Monday, May 17, 2010.  If all program requirements are met, TIP provides annual rental payments to 
the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after the date of the expiration of the CRP contract, provided the transition 
is not to a family member.  
  
To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring farmer or rancher: 

• Have land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) that is in the last year of the contract.  
• Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher make conservation and land improve-

ments. 
• Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to long-term lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land under CRP 

contract to a beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year the CRP contract expires.  
 

Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that expire on September 30, 2010, or later.  However, retired or retiring owners or 
operators with CRP contracts that expired on September 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, may be eligible to enroll in 
TIP.  To learn more about this program, producers interested in applying and participating in TIP should visit their USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

Crop Reporting 
The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certifica-
tion.  Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for 
a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments. 
 

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. The pro-
ducer certification deadline for all crops is Wednesday June 30. 
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