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County Committee Election Results
Congratulations to Anthony Melora and
James N. Wenger! Anthony was re-elected to
represent farmers from the following areas:
Hammonton, Mullica, Hamilton, Folsom and
Weymouth.

James was elected to represent farmers from
the following areas: Fairfield, Deerfield, Mill-
ville, Lawrence, Down and Commercial.

The election results for Local Administrative
Area 4 are:

Anthony Melora- Elected as regular member
with 84 votes.

The election results for Local Administrative
Area 2 are:

James N. Wenger- elected as regular member
with 44 votes.

Dominic Capaldi- 1* alternate with 36 votes.

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the
time to complete the election ballot. The coun-
ty committee system works only because of
your participation.

The committee members will hold their orga-
nizational meeting in January to determine
who will serve as the county committee
chairman and vice-chairman.

NAP Coverage

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each
commercial crop or agricultural commaodity,
except livestock, for which CAT is not available.

The remaining application deadline dates for
2012 coverage are as follows:

12/31/2011- Asparagus, Beets, Broccoli, Cab-
bage, Carrots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs,
Horseradish, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip,
Peas, Potatoes, Radishes, Rhubarb & Turnips

3/15/2012- Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Canta-
loupe, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant,
Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins,
Sorghum, Sorghum Forage, Soybeans, Squash,

Sunflower, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Toma-
toes, Watermelon & Yams

Some of these crops are actually covered by
independent crop insurance agents. This will
vary by county.

The following crops are covered by indepen-
dent crop insurance agents for these coun-
ties:

Atlantic County- Apples, Blueberries, Corn,
Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches,
Potatoes, and Soybeans

Cape May County- Corn, Fresh Market Sweet
Corn, Nursery, Processing Beans and Soy-
beans

Cumberland County- Apples, Barley, Corn,
Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches,
Potatoes, Processing Beans, Soybeans, Toma-
toes, and Wheat

In order to be eligible for disaster assistance
programs, like SURE, producers are required
to timely purchase, at a minimum, CAT cover-
age for all insurable crops and/or NAP cover-
age for all non-insurable crops on their entire
farm.

NAP coverage for 2012 costs $250 per crop,
but not more than $750 per producer per
county, or not more than $1875 total per
producer for all counties.

Producers who already have coverage on 2011
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage
on the same crop or crops for 2012, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date. A new CCC-471, application
for coverage is not required to be signed when
applying for continuous coverage of the same
crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage
or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-
471 with signatures and pay the applicable
service fee.

2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-up

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program
(DCP) enrollment will begin Jan. 23, 2012 and
will end June 1, 2012. Here are some
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:




e All producers planting on DCP base acres must be identi-
fied on the DCP/ACRE contract and receive a proportio-
nate share of DCP/ACRE payment for the farm.

e Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1° in DCP/ACRE
must be reported to your local FSA office such as:
0 Ownership changes
O  Producer changes (Individuals and Entities)
0 Change in crop shares arrangements
Note: Changes cannot be made after Sept. 30, 2012.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-Gs detailing payments
producers have received from the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion. The annual report of program payments on CCC-1099-Gs
is a service intended to help our customers report taxable in-
come. It is not intended to replace the producers’ responsibili-
ties to report income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or advise producers
about which payments to report on their income tax returns.
However, county office staff can review payments for accura-

cy.

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program

(SURE)

The sign-up for 2010 losses runs through June 1, 2012. The
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) provides
benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters that
incurred in the crop year 2010. SURE is available to eligible
producers on:

- Farms in counties with Secretarial disaster declarations,
including contiguous counties, that have incurred crop
production or quality losses, or both, and includes all
crops grown by a producer nationwide, except grazed
crops.

- Anyfarm in which, for the crop year, the actual produc-
tion on the farm because of disaster-related conditions is
50 percent or less than normal production of the farm.

LDP Deadline on Unshorn Lamb Pelts

Eligible producers have until Jan. 31, 2012, to apply for Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced during
the 2011 crop year.

Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts,
owned the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before the date
of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for immediate slaugh-
ter. Producers must also comply with wetland conservation
and highly erodible land conservation provisions on all lands
they operate or have interest in.

To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an
eligible producer from live unshorn lambs of domestic origin
in the United States.

Commodity Loans

Commodity loans, also referred to as Marketing Assistance
Loans, are available to producers who share in the risk of
producing the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain bene-
ficial interest in the crop through the time of application.
Once beneficial interest in a commaodity is lost, the com-
modity is ineligible for loan — even if you regain beneficial
interest.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may
trigger administrative actions, such as assessing liquidated
damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored
loans. The most common violations are removing or dis-
posing of a commaodity being used as loan collateral with-
out prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity
certification.

Maintaining the Quality of Loaned Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain.
When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is
hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use
the farm-stored grain as collateral should remember that
they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain
through the term of the loan.

Disaster Assistance Programs
Fsa disaster assistance programs include:
e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP)
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE)
Program
e Tree Assistance Program (TAP)
To be eligible for these programs, producers must have
purchased catastrophic risk protection insurance for all in-
surable crops, and coverage for non-insurable crops under
SURE, TAP, and ELAP. Sign-up ends Jan. 30, 2012 for: LFP,
LIP, and ELAP. Producers have 90 days from the time a loss
is apparent to file an application for TAP.
Farm-Raised Fish means all fish being produced for sale by
an eligible producer. In the case of honey, the term
“farm" means all bees and beehives in all counties that are
intended to be harvested for a honey crop by the eligible
producer.
Producers who meet the definition of Socially Disadvan-
taged, Limited Resource Producer, or Beginning Farmer or
Rancher, are not required to purchase the catastrophic in-
surance.

Hispanic and Women Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women
farmers and ranchers who believe they were discriminated
against when seeking USDA farm loans has been estab-
lished. If you believe that the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan bene-




fits to you between 1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic,

or because you are female, you may be eligible to apply for

compensation.

For additional information on this and other settlement issues

contact:

e Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429

e Pigford — The Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-5547

e Keepseagle - The Native American Farmers Class Action
Settlement: www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-
233-5506

FSA Adopting GovDelivery

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving toward a
paperless operation. Producers are asked to enroll in the new
GovDelivery system which will provide notices, newsletters
and electronic reminders instead of a hard copy through the
mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to work smarter
and be more efficient. Moving to electronic notifications via
email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars.
County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eli-
gible producers.

Producers can now subscribe to receive free e-mail updates by

going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each

other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation programs in
which either has an interest. This option is automatically avail-
able unless a written request for exclusion is made to the
county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign
on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures, cor-
porations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan
Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free
to contact your local FSA office.

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation
Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to re-
ceive payments from USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible
Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are re-
quired. Farmers with HEL determined soils are reminded of til-
lage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified per
their conservation plan. Producers are to notify the USDA
Farm Service Agency prior to conducting land clearing or drai-
nage projects to insure compliance. Failure to obtain advance
approval for any of these situations can result in the loss of
eligibility and all Federal payments.

Customer Statement

.lanuary signals the beginning of a new year, and a time to

starting thinking about filing taxes. Producers who have
signed up for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account will be
able to access their farm data via their Customer Statement.
The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA services and
programs into a single report that’s at your fingertips and
available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

It allows USDA customers to view their participation, applica-
tion and payment status in various commaodity and conserva-
tion programs; information on farm loans; and conservation
plan and land unit information.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a
controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA
payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvest-
ing or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include
marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.

Special Accommodations

pecial accommodations will be made upon request for indi-
viduals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing im-
pairment. If accommodations are required, individuals
should contact the county FSA office staff.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office per-
sonally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA
has a power of attorney form available that enables you to
designate another person to conduct your business at the of-
fice. If you are interested, contact any Farm Service Agency
office near you for more information.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically
transferred into your bank account. For timely payments to
be made, producers need to notify the FSA office if the ac-
count has been changed or if another financial institution
purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA of-
fice is not aware of updates to your account and routing
numbers.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you
are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm,
or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans
are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if your lender is
reluctant to extend or renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be ob-
tained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000.
Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000. This
makes the maximum combination of direct and guaranteed
loan indebtedness $1,514,000.




Atlantic/ Cape May/ Cumberland County
USDA Farm Service Agency

1318 S. Main Rd. Bldg. 5A

Vineland, NJ 08360

US| United States
Dmpflrlnﬁnlnf

The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed farm
ownership and operating loans has increased from 1 percent to 1.5
percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan, for loans obligated after
October 1, 2011.

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FsA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin
or continue in agriculture production. Loans are available for operating
type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan pro-
grams, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of socially dis-
advantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have
been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her
identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual
qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility re-
quirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Thank You!

The Farm Service Agency Family would like to take this opportunity to
thank Lorna for her service and dedication to FSA and our producers. Lor-
na is leaving the agency as of December 30" to pursue a new career. We
will miss her!

Lorna’s programs will be administered by Lori and Angela until further no-
tice. Please contact us with any questions.

Dec. 26

Dates to Remember

Christmas Holiday, Office closed

Dec. 31

NAP application closing for: Aspa-
ragus, Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage, Car-
rots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs,
Horseradish, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Let-
tuce, Parsnip, Peas, Potatoes, Ra-
dishes, Rhubarb, Turnips, and Yams

Jan. 2

New Year’s Holiday, Office Closed

Jan. 16

Martin Luther King Day, Office
Closed

March 15

NAP application closing for: Beans,
Brussel Sprouts, Cantaloupe, Celery,
Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant, Honey-
dew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pump-
kins, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflower,
Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Toma-
toes, and Watermelon

Continues

Continuous Conservation Reserve
program

Visit our Web site at

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age disability and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an eaual onnortunitv brovider and emblover.
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