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Asparagus Program Ends April g

Domestic asparagus producers may apply
through April 8, 2011 for compensation due
to marketing losses resulting from imports
during the 2004 through 2007 crop years.
The Asparagus Revenue Market Loss Assis-
tance Payment Program (ALAP) provides a
one-time payment to eligible asparagus pro-
ducers. Maximum per pound payment rates
are $1.06 per pound for fresh market aspara-
gus and $1.08 per pound for asparagus mar-
keted for processing. Payments to asparagus
producers will be calculated for each aspara-
gus farm operation based on their 2003 mar-
keted production quantities. A producer that
did not harvest asparagus in 2007 does not
meet that eligibility requirement.

For more information on the ALAP Program,
contact the nearest Farm Service Agency
county office or go online to
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

CRP Signup Ends April 15"

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
general signup began on March 14, 2011, and
will end April 15, 2011. During the signup pe-
riod, farmers and ranchers may offer eligible
land for CRP's competitive general signup at
their county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

Land currently not enrolled in CRP may be of-
fered in this signup provided all eligibility re-
qguirements are met. Additionally, current
CRP participants with contracts expiring this
fall may make new contract offers. Contracts
awarded under this signup are scheduled to
become effective Oct. 1, 2011.

FSA, which administers the CRP program, will
evaluate and rank eligible CRP offers using an
Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) that shows
the environmental benefits to be gained from
enrolling the land in CRP. The EBI consists of

five environmental factors (wildlife, water,
soil, air and enduring benefits) and cost. De-
cisions on the EBI cutoff will be made after
the sign-up ends and after analyzing the EBI
data of all the offers.

In addition to the general sign-up, CRP's con-
tinuous sign-up program will be ongoing.
Continuous acres represent the most envi-
ronmentally desirable and sensitive land.
More information can be found online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp

SURE Signu

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Payments program (SURE) began
onJanuary 10, 2011. The SURE 2009 program
is for those who suffered crop production
losses during crop year 2009.

Producers have until July 29, 2011 to apply. If
you are unsure if you are eligible please call
the office at 856-205-1225 and speak with
Lorna.

For more information on the SURE program,
please visit the county office or go online to:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have
added or dropped rented land from your op-
eration, make sure you report the changes to
the office as soon as possible. You need to
provide a copy of your deed or recorded land
contract for purchased property. Failure to
maintain accurate records with FSA on all
land you have an interest in can lead to possi-
ble program ineligibility and penalties. Mak-
ing the record changes now will save you time
in the future.



Remember Hay Net

Producers are encouraged to use Hay Net on
the FSA website
(http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet).

This online service allows producers with hay
and those who need hay to post ads so they
can make connections. Hay Net is a popular
site for farmers and ranchers who have an
emergency need, such as the one caused by
the past wintry conditions. Individual ads can
be posted free of charge by producers who
complete a simple online registration form the
first time they use the site.

E-File

Don’t have time to visit your local office to
complete and submit a form? You may be
able to do it online. You can use online ser-
vices for a variety of USDA service center pro-
grams including finding and printing forms 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. Creating an E-
Authentication account will allow you access
to an even wider range of USDA applications.

Call the office for more information.

Farm Loans Available

There are several types of Farm Loans availa-
ble from the Farm Service Agency. The fol-
lowing lists the types available:
e Direct Operating or Farm Ownership
Loan
e Emergency Loans
e Guaranteed Operating Loan or Farm
Ownership Loan
e Conservation Loans
e Youth Loans
Please contact the office for more informa-
tion.

NAP Production Reporting

Production records for individual crops need
to be filed with our office to establish an ap-
proved NAP yield. If this is the first year you
participated in NAP, you can provide produc-
tion and acreage information from prior years
to establish your yield. If you participated in
NAP in previous years, you must report your
production and acreage on a yearly basis to
keep your yield up-to-date. Records submit-

ted must be reliable and verifiable. Records
need to show crop disposition. We recom-
mend producers submit 2010 production
records as soon as harvest is complete. All
production records must be submitted by the
subsequent crop year’s final acreage report-
ing date, which is July 15th.

Acreage Reporting

Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Fil-
ing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planting acreage, can prevent the
loss of benefits for a variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before disposi-
tion of the crop. Prevented planting must be
reported no later than 15 days after the final
planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm
Service Agency programs. For crops other
than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program) crops, acreage reports are to
be certified by the May 31° deadline on small
grains and a July 15" deadline on all other
crops.

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assis-
tance may be paid are due in the county of-
fice by the earlier of May 31* for small grains
and July 15" for all other crops, or 15 calen-
dar days before the onset of harvest or graz-
ing of the specific crop acreage being
reported.

Timely Filing of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report
failed acreage and prevented planting and
may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of
Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file
a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the
disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage re-



port and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 ca-
lendar days of the final planting date for the
crop.

Cold Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Storage Facility Loan program al-
lows producers to build cold storage facilities
to store their fresh fruits and vegetables. To
be eligible, cold storage facilities must have a
useful life of 15 years and include:

e New structures suitable for a cold storage
facility;

e New walk-in, prefabricated, permanently-
installed coolers suitable for storing fresh
fruits and vegetables;

¢ New permanently affixed cooling, circu-
lating and monitoring equipment;

e Electrical equipment integral to the prop-
er operation of a cold storage facility;

e An addition or modification to an existing
storage facility.

USDA will not make cold storage facility loans
for portable structures, portable handling and
cooling equipment, used or pre-owned struc-
tures, cooling equipment or structures
deemed unsuitable.

The maximum loan amount for a Farm Sto-
rage Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which
requires a down payment of at least 15 per-
cent. Applications must be approved before
construction can begin. Loan terms of seven,
10 or 12 years are available depending on the
amount of the loan.

For more information on this program or oth-
er FSA farm programs please contact the local
FSA county office or visit
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

2011 DCP/ACRE Signup Continues

Enroliment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program has begun
and will continue through June 1, 2011.

USDA urges producers to make use of the
eDCP automated website to sign up for DCP, or
producers can visit any USDA Service Center to
complete their 2011 DCP or ACRE contract.

Adjusted Gross Income

USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have
established an electronic information ex-
change process for verifying compliance with
the adjusted gross income (AGI) provisions
for farm programs. Written consent is re-
quired from each producer or payment reci-
pient for the tax review process. No actual
tax data will be included in the report that IRS
sends to FSA.

This ensures that payments are not issued to
producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.
The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodi-
ty and disaster programs; $750,000 farm av-
erage AGI for direct payments; and S1 million
nonfarm average AGlI for conservation pro-
grams.

Participants in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must submit form CCC-927 (In-
dividual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to the
Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to avoid
interruption of program benefits. These
forms may be obtained from local FSA and
NRCS offices or online at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mains
ervlet.

Join USDA and FSA in celebrating

Earth Day 2011

April 22 marks Earth Day 2011. In recogni-
tion of the power of millions of individual ac-
tions, Earth Day 2011 will be organized
around A Billion Acts of Green®: Personal, or-
ganizational and corporate pledges to live
and act sustainably. The first Earth Day was
celebrated on April 22, 1970. The passage of
the landmark Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act,
Endangered Species Act and many other
groundbreaking environmental laws soon fol-
lowed. The Earth Day Network (EDN) works
with over 22,000 partners in 192 countries
and more than 1 billion people now partici-
pate in Earth Day activities each year, making
it the largest civic observance in the world.
For more information about Earth Day, visit
www.earthday.org
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Hispanic and Women Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farmers and Dates to Remember
ranchers who believe they were discriminated against when seeking April 8 ALAP sign up deadline
USDA farm loans is being established. April 15 CRP signup 41 deadline

May 1 RMA Nursery deadline for 2012
If you believe that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Reporting deadline for Small
improperly denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 May 31 grains
because you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you may be eligi- July 15 Reporting deadline for all crops
ble to apply for compensation. except small grains

July 29 SURE sign up deadline

For additional information on this and other settlement issues contact:
e Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, please visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429;

e Pigford — The Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, please visit: **Reminder small grain reporting is going
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-5547; on now. Deadline is May 31, 2011**

o Keepseagle - The Native American Farmers Class Action Settle-

ment please visit: www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-5506.

Sign up under Continuous Sign

Continuing Up (CRP) programs

Visit our Web site at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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