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Asparagus Program Opens

Domestic asparagus producers may sign up
for compensation due to marketing losses re-
sulting from imports during the 2004 through
2007 crop years. Producers may apply for
compensation beginning on February 7"
through April 8, 2011.

The Asparagus Revenue Market Loss Assis-
tance Payment Program (ALAP) provides a
one-time payment to eligible asparagus pro-
ducers. Maximum per pound payment rates
are $1.06 per pound for fresh market aspara-
gus and $1.08 per pound for asparagus mar-
keted for processing. Payments to asparagus
producers will be calculated for each aspara-
gus farm operation based on their 2003 mar-
keted production quantities. ALAP provides
an allocation of $7.5 million for payments for
asparagus marketed as fresh, and $7.5 million
for payments for processed asparagus. If the
total value of payments claimed at the maxi-
mum payment rates exceeds available fund-
ing, payments will be factored uniformly to
limit total payments to the funds available. EI-
igible producers must also have produced and
marketed asparagus in commercial quantities
in commercial markets in the U.S. during both
of the 2003 and 2007 crop years. A producer
that did not harvest asparagus in 2007 does
not meet that eligibility requirement.

For more information on the ALAP Program,
contact the nearest Farm Service Agency
county office or go online to
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

CRP Signup Opens

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
general signup is set to begin on March 14,
2011, and continue through April 15, 2011.
During the signup period, farmers and ranch-
ers may offer eligible land for CRP's competi-

tive general signup at their county Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) office.

Land currently not enrolled in CRP may be of-
fered in this signup provided all eligibility re-
quirements are met. Additionally, current
CRP participants with contracts expiring this
fall may make new contract offers. Contracts
awarded under this signup are scheduled to
become effective Oct. 1, 2011.

FSA, which administers the CRP program, will
evaluate and rank eligible CRP offers using an
Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) that shows
the environmental benefits to be gained from
enrolling the land in CRP. The EBI consists of
five environmental factors (wildlife, water,
soil, air and enduring benefits) and cost. De-
cisions on the EBI cutoff will be made after
the sign-up ends and after analyzing the EBI
data of all the offers.

In addition to the general sign-up, CRP's con-
tinuous sign-up program will be ongoing.
Continuous acres represent the most envi-
ronmentally desirable and sensitive land.
More information can be found online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp

SURE Signup

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Payments program (SURE) began
onJanuary 10, 2011. The SURE 2009 program
is for those who suffered crop production
losses during crop year 2009.

Producers have until July 29, 2011 to apply. If
you are unsure if you are eligible please call
the office at 856-205-1225 and speak with
Lorna.

For more information on the SURE program,
please visit the county office or go online to:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.




Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have
added or dropped rented land from your op-
eration, make sure you report the changes to
the office as soon as possible. You need to
provide a copy of your deed or recorded land
contract for purchased property. Failure to
maintain accurate records with FSA on all
land you have an interest in can lead to possi-
ble program ineligibility and penalties. Mak-
ing the record changes now will save you time
in the spring. Update signature authorization
when changes in the operation occur. Pro-
ducers are reminded to contact the office of a
change in operations on a farm so that
records can be kept current and accurate.

BCAP

The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP)
provides financial assistance to producers or
entities that deliver eligible biomass material
to approved biomass conversion facilities
(BCF) for use as heat, power, bio-based prod-
ucts or bio-fuels. Initial assistance will be for
the collection, harvest, storage and transpor-
tation (CHST) costs associated with the deli-
very of eligible materials. Producers who sell
these materials can apply for FSA matching
payments under the CHST.

An application must be submitted before the
eligible material is sold and delivered to a
BCF. After the product is delivered, a produc-
er must provide FSA with documentation of
product quantity, quality and payment rate.
County offices will validate payment requests
with information in the county office.

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program

(DCP)/ Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE)

DcP contracts are available for the 2011
growing season to producers that operate
farms with base acreage (history of reporting
grain). If you would like to enroll in ACRE in-
stead of DCP, please call or visit the office.
You can sign up now until June 1, 2011. We
are not able to accept any late-filed applica-
tions this year. You may request a 22% ad-
vance payment now (DCP only), providing you
can show control of the farm for the 2011

crop year. Final payments will be issued in
October. Payments are made on 83.3% of
base acreage times the payment yield, the
payment rate and the producer share. (ACRE
direct payments are reduced by 20%) In the
event an advanced partial counter cyclical
payment is requested and issued and then ac-
tual market prices exceed the projected mar-
ket prices used in determining the partial
payments, a refund of payment would occur.
We are prohibited from making payments on
farms with 10 or fewer acres of crop base.
(Crop base acres are not actual acres, but a
history of crops reported to our office be-
tween 1998 and 2001 or prior.) If you have a
farm(s) in this category, you may combine
your farm with 10 base acres or less with
another farm that has base acres to increase
the amount of base to over 10 acres. If you
do not own the farm, you will need to get the
owner’s signature on our reconstitution form
in order to do this. If your farm is reconsti-
tuted after the sign up deadline, the contracts
for the new resulting farm(s) must be signed
within 30 days. All producers on a farm must
designate their shares on the contract (CCC-
509). The contract must be revised if there is
a successor in interest. In order to be eligible,
all forms must be on file, including an AD-
1026, CCC-902, CCC-926 and any other appli-
cable forms.

Any crop may be planted on DCP cropland in
excess of the base acres on a farm. Our area
is designated as a double cropping region
which means a Fruit or vegetable (FAV) may
be planted on base acreage enrolled in DCP
without violation or payment reduction if
planted before or after a covered commodity.
Planting of a FAV on base acreage (when not
double cropped with a covered commodity)
will result in payment reduction and possible
violation if no FAV history is present on the
farm or with the grower. The ACRE program
provides grain producers an option to protect
against declines in market revenue. Produc-
ers who elect and enroll a farm in ACRE agree
to: (1) forgo counter-cyclical payments, (2) a
20% reduction in direct payments, and (3) a
30% reduction in the marketing assistance
loan rates for all commodities produced on
the farm. You must annually report the



farm’s crop acreage and submit production
reports by farm number. Eligible commodi-
ties for ACRE payments include: Corn, Soy-
beans, Wheat, Oats, Barley and Grain
Sorghum. ACRE payments are issued when
both the actual State and Farm Revenues fall
below the State and Farm ACRE Guarantees.
Benchmark Farm Yields will be established us-
ing production evidence and/or crop insur-
ance yields. When the ACRE payment
acreage exceeds the total base acreage on
the farm, you must choose the number of
payment acres and commodity (not to exceed
the total base on the farm). Once enrolled in
ACRE on a farm, you cannot switch back to
DCP through 2012. ACRE payments, if trig-
gered, will be made one year later in October
2012, after the end of the marketing year.
Please call for more details.

Remember Hay Net

Producers are encouraged to use Hay Net on
the FSA website
(http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet). This online
service allows producers with hay and those
who need hay to post ads so they can make
connections. Hay Net is a popular site for far-
mers and ranchers who have an emergency
need, such as the one caused by the current
wintry conditions. Individual ads can be posted
free of charge by producers who complete a
simple online registration form the first time
they use the site.

Honey Loans

Honey loans are a type of marketing assis-
tance loan, and they are available until March
31, 2011. The national loan rate for honey is
$0.69 per pound. Market prices currently ex-
ceed the loan rate, so LDPs are not available
at this time.

To be eligible, the producer must have pro-
duced honey in the United States during the
calendar year for which the loan is requested,
and extracted the honey on or before Dec. 31
of the applicable crop year; have continuous
beneficial interest in the honey through date
of repayment of the loan; and been responsi-
ble for the financial risk of keeping. Producers
are responsible for maintaining the quality of

farm-stored honey during the term of the
loan.

The containers must be marked with the pro-
ducer’s name, type of honey, number of con-
tainer and net weight. Pre- loan inspections
are required before the loans can be dis-
bursed.

E-File

Don’t have time to visit your local office to
complete and submit a form? You may be
able to do it online. You can use online ser-
vices for a variety of USDA service center
programs including finding and printing forms
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Creating an E-
Authentication account will allow you access
to an even wider range of USDA applications.

Call the office for more information.

Conservation Workshop

The New Jersey Audubon Society is hosting a
free program on conservation incentive pro-
grams on Thursday, March 24, in Millville.
Representatives from NRCS, the Farm Service
Agency, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service
will be there to explain the CREP, SAFE, WHIP,
and Partners for Fish and Wildlife programs,
which can compensate farmers and landown-
ers for using conservation-minded practices
such as riparian buffer zones, pollinator habi-
tat, wildlife plantings, and erosion control
measures.

Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011. Time: Doors
open at 6:15 p.m. for free refreshments; pro-
gram from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Address: Cumber-
land County Cooperative Extension, 291
Morton Avenue, Millville, NJ 08332.

For more information contact Jean Lynch,
New Jersey Audubon, (609) 861-1608 ext. 24
jean.lynch@njaudubon.org

Farm Loans Available

There are several types of Farm Loans avail-
able from the Farm Service Agency. The fol-
lowing lists the types available:
e Direct Operating or Farm Ownership
Loan
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e Emergency Loans
e Guaranteed Operating Loan or Farm Ownership Loan

. Dates to Remember
e Conservation Loans

e Youth Loans April 8 ALAP sign up deadline

Please contact the office for more information. April 15 CRP signup 41 deadline
May 1 RMA Nursery deadline for 2012

NAP Production Reporting May 31 Reporting deadline for Small
Production records for individual crops need to be filed with our office grains _ :
to establish an approved NAP yield. If this is the first year you partici- July 15 Reporting deadh.ne for all crops
pated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from except small grains
prior years to establish your yield. If you participated in NAP in previous |July 29 SURE sign up deadline
years, you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to . Sign up under Continuous Sign
keep your yield up-to-date. Records submitted must be reliable and veri- Continuing Up (CRP) programs

fiable. Records need to show crop disposition. We recommend produc-
ers submit 2009 production records as soon as harvest is complete. Al **Reminder small grain reporting is going
production records must be submitted by the subsequent crop year’s fi- on now. Deadline is May 31, 2011**

nal acreage reporting date, which is July 15th.

HISPANIC and WOMEN Farmers and Ranchers Claims Adjudication Visit our Web site at
Process: 1-888-508-4429 / www.farmerclaims.gov http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj

NATIVE AMERICANS Settlement Agreement (Keepseagle v. Vilsack): 1-
888-233-5506 / www.indianfarmclass.com

AFRICAN AMERICANS Settlement Agreement (Pigford Il): 1-866-950-5547
OR 1-866-472-7826 / www.blackfarmercase.com

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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