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SURE Signup

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Payments program (SURE) began
on January 10, 2011. The SURE 2009 program
is for those who suffered crop production
losses during crop year 2009.

SURE provides crop disaster assistance pay-
ments to eligible producers on farms that
have incurred crop production or crop quality
losses. The program takes into consideration
crop losses on all crops grown by a producer
nationwide. SURE provides assistance in an
amount equal to 60 percent of the difference
between the SURE farm guarantee and total
farm revenue. The farm guarantee is based
on the amount of crop insurance and Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) coverage on the farm. Total farm reve-
nue takes into account the actual value of
production on the farm as well as insurance
indemnities and certain farm program pay-
ments.

Producers with a farming interest physically
located in a county that was declared a pri-
mary disaster county or contiguous county by
the Agriculture Secretary must have suffered
at least a 10 percent production loss on a
crop of economic significance. Producers
must meet the risk management purchase
requirement by either obtaining a policy or
plan of insurance, under the Federal Crop In-
surance Act or NAP coverage, for all economi-
cally significant crops.

If there is no Secretarial Disaster Designation,
individual producers may also be eligible for
SURE if the actual production on the farm is
less than 50 percent of the normal production
on the farm due to a natural disaster. For
SURE, a farm is defined as all crops in which a

producer had an interest nationwide.

For more information on the new SURE pro-
gram, please visit the county office or
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to
the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of
the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
could result in civil penalties of up to 25 per-
cent of the fair market value of the property.
County government offices, Realtors, attorneys
and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of
these reporting requirements.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or
state law of a controlled substance violation
could be ineligible for USDA payments or
benefits. Violations include planting, harvest-
ing or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited
plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and
other drug producing plants.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon
request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If ac-
commodations are required, individuals
should contact the county FSA office staff di-
rectly or by phone.



Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the
county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a
power of attorney form available that enables
you to designate another person to conduct
your business at the office. If you are inter-
ested, please contact our office or any Farm
Service Agency office near you for more in-
formation.

Appeal Process

After an FSA official makes a decision on your
request for USDA services or application, you
will be sent a letter informing you of the deci-
sion and options you can pursue if you disag-
ree.

Generally, program participants have three
choices — an informal review with the original
agency decision-maker, an opportunity for
mediation and finally an appeal to the next
level of authority within the agency.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments
be electronically transferred into your bank ac-
count. In order for timely payments to be
made, producers need to notify the FSA county
office if your account has been changed or if
another financial institution purchases your
bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA of-
fice is not aware of updates to your account
and routing numbers.

Customer Statement

.lanuary signals the beginning of a new year,
and a time to starting thinking about filing tax-
es. Producers who have signed up for a USDA
eAuthentication Level 2 account will be able to
access their farm data via their Customer
Statement.

The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA
services and programs into a single report
that’s at your fingertips and available online,
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

It allows USDA customers to view their partic-
ipation, application and payment status in
various commodity and conservation pro-

grams; information on farm loans; and con-
servation plan and land unit information.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have
added or dropped rented land from your op-
eration, make sure you report the changes to
the office as soon as possible. You need to
provide a copy of your deed or recorded land
contract for purchased property. Failure to
maintain accurate records with FSA on all
land you have an interest in can lead to possi-
ble program ineligibility and penalties. Mak-
ing the record changes now will save you time
in the spring. Update signature authorization
when changes in the operation occur. Pro-
ducers are reminded to contact the office of a
change in operations on a farm so that
records can be kept current and accurate.

Applications for FSA Loans

Farmers and ranchers that intend to apply to
the Farm Service Agency for loan assistance for
the upcoming crop year are encouraged to file
their applications as early as possible. Filing
early will help ensure that your loan is
processed and approved as early as possible so
that planting decisions can be made. Failure to
apply early can result in a delay in processing
loans due to the volume of applications that
must be processed in date order. Contact your
local FSA farm loan manager or officer for
more details and assistance in applying.

NAP Coverage

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) coverage rolls over from one year to the
next as long as you pay the service fee by the
subsequent year's closing date. NAP costs
$250/crop, not to exceed $750/county and
$1875 for multi-county producers. For the
2011 crop year, producers interested in adding
or deleting NAP crops or changing producer
shares on a NAP contract need to act before
the crop’s application closing date.

The next closing date is March 15, 2011. The
crops that are covered in the next closing are
as follows: Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Canta-
loupe, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant,



Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins,
Sorghum, Sorghum forage, Soybeans, Squash,
Sunflower, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, To-
matoes, Watermelon, and Yams.

Some of these crops may actually be covered
by independent crop insurance agents and this
will vary by county. Contact your local FSA of-
fice to see which crops are covered by NAP.

Reminder: Production from all sources is re-
quired to be submitted each year for NAP.
This information is used to calculate your
yield. Please contact the office if you have
any questions.

*IMPORTANT?* Future Disaster pro-
grams require NAP coverage and/or
Crop Insurance coverage on economi-
cally significant crops grown by your
operation.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all
tracts having the same owner and the same
operator under one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation take place,
a farm reconstitution is necessary. If an owner
or operator can not agree about program par-
ticipation, like in the case of the new ACRE
program, then producers should inquire about
a reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA of-
fice.
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of
land based on the farming operation. Re-
member, to be effective for the current year,
recons must be requested by August 1 for
farms enrolled in specific programs.
The following are the different methods used
when doing a farm recon:
Estate Method — the division of bases, al-
lotments and quotas for a parent farm
among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may
be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire
farm is sold to two or more persons; (3)
farm ownership is transferred to two or
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or
ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is

sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract
ownership is transferred to two or more
per persons. In order to use this method
the land sold must have been owned for
at least three years, or a waiver granted,
and the buyer and seller must sign a
Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of
bases in the same proportion that the
DCP cropland for each resulting tract re-
lates to the DCP cropland on the parent
tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for
a parent farm with each tract maintaining
the bases attributed to the tract level
when the reconstitution is initiated in the
system.

2011 DCP/ACRE Signup Continues

Enroliment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program has begun
and will continue through June 1, 2011.

USDA urges producers to make use of the
eDCP automated website to sign up for DCP,
or producers can visit any USDA Service Cen-
ter to complete their 2011 DCP or ACRE con-
tract.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-Gs de-
tailing payments producers have received
from the Commaodity Credit Corporation. The
annual report of program payments on CCC-
1099-Gs is a service intended to help our cus-
tomers report taxable income. It is not in-
tended to replace the producers’
responsibilities to report income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or
advise producers about which payments to
report on their income tax returns. However,
county office staff can review payments for
accuracy.
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Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Com-
pliance

Dates to Remember

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive pay- Feb 21 giift'ﬁzgosed' Washington'’s
ments from USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wet- [\15,ch 15 NAP deadline for the following

land Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers with HEL
determined soils are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation re-
guirements as specified per their conservation plan.

Assistance Available for Organic Farmers

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offices in New Jer-

crops: Beans, Brussel Sprouts,
Cantaloupe, Celery, Corn, Cu-
cumbers, Eggplant, Honeydew,
Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins,
Sorghum, Sorghum forage, Soy-
beans, Squash, Sunflower, Sweet
Potatoes, Tomatillos, Tomatoes,

sey will conduct a special Organic Initiative sign-up for the Environmen- Watermelon, an Zﬁms.f ol
tal Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) through March 4, 2011. May 1 RMA N.ursery e‘a ine for 201
Persons who are engaged in organic livestock and/or organic crop pro-  [May 31 Reportlng deadline for Small
duction can apply for financial and technical assistance to implement 1 irams —Jeadine for all
conservation practices on eligible agricultural land. National Organic July 15 esf:r;cl?ialfaralizi or all crops
Program (NOP) certified organic producers, as well as producers in the - b E ; -

e . . . - Sign up under Continuous Sign
process of transitioning to organic production, are eligible to apply. Continuing

Up (CRP) programs

More info can be found at:
www.hj.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/organic.html
and at your local USDA Service Center
(http://www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/index.html).

**Reminder small grain reporting is going
on now. Deadline is May 31, 2011**

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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