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NEWSLETTER 

FSA OFFICES TO DISCONTINUE 
MAILED NEWSLETTERS 

 
GOVDELIVERY 
SIGN UP NOW! 

This will be the last paper version sent to you of 
the Rockingham-Strafford County newsletter. 

 
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are mov-
ing toward a paperless operation.  Producers are 
asked to enroll in the new GovDelivery system 
which will provide notices, newsletters and elec-
tronic reminders instead of a hard copy through the 
mail.  
 
FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to 
work smarter and be more efficient. Moving to 
electronic notifications via email will help con-
serve resources and save taxpayer dollars.  County 
Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all 
eligible producers. 
 
Producers can subscribe to receive free e-mail up-
dates by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
subscribe or call the office for more information. 
 
  
 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER 
PROGRAM (NAP) 

Do you have one or more crops that would signifi-
cantly effect your income if you sustained a loss?  
 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides 
financial assistance to producers of noninsurable 
crops when low yields, loss of inventory or pre-
vented planting occur due to an eligible natural 
disaster such as: 
 
 Damaging weather. including drought, freeze, 

hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes 

 An adverse natural occurrence such as earth-
quake or flood 

 A condition related to damaging weather or 
adverse  natural occurrence such as excessive 
heat, plant disease or insect infestation 

  Any combination of these conditions 
 
 

NAP helps producers reduce their risk when grow-
ing food and fiber crops, specialty crops and crops 
for livestock feed.  
 
If a loss occurs, NAP covers the amount of loss 
that is greater than 50% of the expected production 
based on the approved yield and reported acreage 
at an expected rate of 55% of the average market 
price as set by the NH State Committee. 
 
NAP is a requirement to be eligible for most disas-
ter programs.  
 
The service fee is $250 per crop or $750 per pro-
ducer. For multi county producers the fee cannot  
exceed $1875. Limited resource producers may 
request a waiver of the service fee. 
 
The application closing dates are: 
 
 NOVEMBER 20 - All Perennial Crops 
 DECEMBER 1 - Maple Sap and Honey 
 MARCH 15 - Annually Spring Seeded Crops 
 SEPTEMBER 1 - Garlic, Aquaculture, 
        Christmas Trees, Floriculture, Ginseng,  
         Mushrooms, Ornamental Nursery, and 

Turfgrass  Sod 
 SEPTEMBER 30 - All Forage Crops 
 
For more information, please contact the county 
office. 
 
 

CUSTOMER STATEMENT 
Producers who have signed up for a USDA authen-
tication Level 2 account are able to access their 
farm data via their Customer Statement. 
 
The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA 
services and programs into a single report that’s 
at your fingertips and available online, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 
 
It allows USDA customers to view their 
participation, application and payment status in 
various commodity and conservation programs; 
information on farm loans; and conservation plan 
and land unit information. 
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ACREAGE REPORTING DEADLINE 
CHANGES 

The New Hampshire Farm Service Agency would 
like to remind producers of the new acreage      
reporting deadlines. New deadlines will became 
effective July 1, 2012 and are as follows:  
 
 January 2 — Honey  
 January 15 — Apples and Peaches  
 February 15 — Maple Sap  
 May 31 — Ornamental Nursery  
 July 15 — Corn, Fresh Market Sweet Corn, 

Spring Forage Seeding, and All Other Crops  
 November 15 — Perennial Forage, Fall Forage 

Seeding, Fall-Seeded Small Grains  
 
Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent 
loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must 
be reported to receive benefits from many FSA 
programs.  
 
 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

On November 5th election ballots will be mailed to 
eligible voter in LAA5 which is comprised of the 
towns of: Newington, Portsmouth, New Castle, 
Rye, Greenland, North Hampton, Stratham,    
Hampton, Newfields, Seabrook, Hampton Falls, 
Exeter, Kensington, East Kingston, and          
Brentwood. 
 
Eligible voter are persons who participate or coop-
erate in a program administered by FSA. If you 
feel you are qualified to vote and do not receive a 
ballot, please contact the FSA County Office. 
 
Ballots are due back to the County Office or post-
marked no later than December 3, 2012  
 
 

FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on be-
half of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit 
Corporation programs in which either has an inter-
est. This option is automatically available unless a 
written request for exclusion is made to the county 
office staff by either spouse.  
 
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses 
may not sign on behalf of each other for partner-
ships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar 
entities.   
 
Individual signatures are also required on certain 
Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility 
Loan documents. 
 
For more clarification on spousal signature author-
ity, feel free to contact your local FSA office.   
 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 
allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain 
low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm 
storage and handling facilities.  
 
The maximum amount of a loan through FSFL is 
$500,000. Participants are required to provide a 
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing 
a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost 
of the eligible facility and permanent drying and 
handling equipment. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 
years are available depending on the amount of the 
loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be differ-
ent. 
 
Payments may be made in the form of a partial 
disbursement and the remaining final disburse-
ment. The partial disbursement will be available 
after a portion of the construction has been com-
pleted. The final disbursement will be made when 
all construction is completed. The maximum 
amount of the partial disbursement will be 50 per-
cent of the projected and approved total loan 
amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the 
FSA county office that maintains the farm's re-
cords. An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin. 
 
The following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: 
 
 
 Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, pea-

nuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested 
as whole grain 

 Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley har-
vested as other-than-whole grain 

 Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry 
peas 

 Hay 
 Renewable biomass 
 Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold 

storage facilities 
 
For more information about FSFL please visit your 
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
Any person who is convicted under federal or state 
law of a controlled substance violation could be 
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Viola-
tions include planting, harvesting or growing a 
prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include mari-
juana, opium, poppies and other drug producing 
plants. 
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USDA INVITES MINORITY           
PRODUCERS 

TO JOIN USDA MINORITY 
FARM REGISTER 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) invites minority farm-
ers and ranchers in New Hampshire and across the 
nation to voluntarily join the USDA Minority Farm 
Register to receive information and opportunities 
from USDA agencies. 
 
The new Minority Farm Register is an outreach 
tool to reach underserved farmers and ranchers 
who may or may not be enrolled in USDA loan, 
farm or conservation programs. The Register is a 
shared outreach list that will help USDA, commu-
nity-based organizations and minority-serving edu-
cational institutions to communicate with minority 
farmers and ranchers. 
 
By joining the Register, minority producers may 
receive outreach materials, newsletters, and pro-
gram announcements from USDA agencies. They 
may also receive information and assistance from 
other USDA-approved outreach partners, such as 
community-based organizations, faith-based or-
ganizations, 
and minority-serving educational institutions. 
USDA will carefully control access to and 
use of the Register. 
 
Individuals wishing to join the Register must sign 
and date a form that provides their name and ad-
dress. Providing phone numbers, e-mail address, 
race, ethnicity, gender and farm or ranch location 
will be voluntary, although the additional informa-
tion increases the producer’s opportunities for re-
ceiving timely assistance. 
 
The Register pamphlet with the registration form is 
available at your local USDA Service Center or 
from approved USDA outreach partners. Visit the 
New Hampshire FSA website, www.fsa.usda.gov/
nh, to locate an FSA County Office near you. 
 
Completed forms may be mailed to: USDA Minor-
ity Farm Register, USDA Stop Code 0503, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250.  
 
FSA and USDA’s Office of Advocacy and Out-
reach are jointly administering the Register. 
Registration forms are available in Spanish (AD-
2035SP) and English (AD-2035) on the FSA web 
site (www.fsa.usda.gov) under “Forms”. 
 
An individual may remove his or her name from 
the Register by writing to the Minority Farm Reg-
ister, USDA Stop Code 0503, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250. 
 
 

For more information, please contact the Farm 
Service Agency, STOP 0503, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-0503 (Call 1-
866-538-2610). 
 
 

SODBUSTING 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they 
use highly erodible land for crop production with-
out proper conservation measures, they risk losing 
eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency 
programs. 
 
Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare 
areas not presently under crop production for plant-
ing, they are required to file an AD-1026, indicat-
ing the area to be brought into production. 
 
If Natural Resources Conservation Service        
indicates that the area will be highly erodible land, 
the producer will be required to develop and imple-
ment a conservation plan on the affected acreage 
before bringing land into production. 
 
 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon 
request, for individuals with disabilities, vision 
impairment, or hearing impairment to attend or 
participate in meetings or events sponsored by the 
Farm Service Agency. If you require special ac-
commodations to attend or participate in one of our 
events, please call the FSA county office and we 
will be happy to make any needed arrangements.  
 
 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county 
office personally because of work schedules, dis-
tance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney 
form available that enables you to designate an-
other person to conduct your business at the of-
fice. If you are interested, please contact our office 
or any Farm Service Agency office near you for 
more information.  
  
 

FARM OPERATION CHANGES 
Updating farm operation changes with your FSA 
county office is necessary to maintain eligibility 
for most  programs that you participate in. If you 
have made a change in the way you operate your 
business such as changing the makeup of your en-
tity, purchased or sold farmland, added rented land, 
or any other changes that might effect your records 
here in the county office, please call and let us 
know.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sept. 1 

NAP applications due for gar-
lic, aquaculture, Christmas 
trees, floriculture, mush-
rooms, ornamental nursery, 
and turfgrass sod 

Sept. 3 Labor Day 

Sept. 30 
NAP applications due for     
perennial forage 

Oct. 8 Columbus Day 

Nov. 5 Election ballots mailed 

Nov. 12 Veterans Day 

Nov. 15 

Acreage reports due for 2013 
perennial forage, fall forage 
seeding, and fall-seeded 
small grains 

Nov. 20 
NAP applications due for   
perennial crops 

Dec. 1 
NAP applications due for    
maple sap and honey 

HAVE YOU HAD A WEATHER RELATED 
LOSS TO ANY OF YOUR CROPS,  

BUILDINGS OR LIVESTOCK? 
 

In order for any county to have a disaster designation 
declared, information about weather related crop 
losses must be gathered by county FSA offices.  
 
Any time you have bad weather that may effect your 
crops, buildings or livestock give the office a call or 
email carol.sargent@nh.usda.gov and let us know. 
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