
Cheshire-Sullivan 
County FSA 
 
11 Industrial Park Dr 
Walpole, NH  03608 
 
Ph: (603) 756-2970 ext 2 
Fax: (603) 756-2978 
 
Hours 
 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 
County Office Staff 
 
Kelly Greenbacker 
County Executive  
Director 
 
Jenn Zaleski 
Program Technician 
 
County Committee 
 
Tim Gowen, Chair 
Leo Hunter, Vice-Chair 
Chris Bartlett, Member 
Hank Kenney, Member 
Linda Rice, Member 
 
Website 
 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nh 
 
FSA Loan Office 
 
The Concord Center 
10 Ferry St 
Box/Suite 212 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
Ph: (603) 223-6003 
Fax: (603) 223-6030 

 
October 1, 2012 

NEWSLETTER 

2013 CROP ACREAGE REPORTING 
DEADLINE CHANGES 

 
Effective July 1, 2012, New Hampshire acreage 
reporting deadlines have changed for some crops 
while other crops have remained the same. Dead-
lines are as follows and changes are marked in 
bold: 

 January 2   - Honey 

 January 15 - Apples and Peaches 

 February 15 - Maple Sap 

 May 31  - Ornamental Nursery 

 July 15  - Corn  
   - Fresh Market Sweet 
     Corn 
   - Spring Forage Seeding 
   - All Other Crops 

 November 15 - Perennial Forage 
   - Fall Forage Seeding 
   - Fall-Seeded Small 
     Grains 
 

The County Office will be contacting forage pro-
ducers in October to complete their 2013 acreage 
reports for hay. If you would like to set up an ap-
pointment, please call the office. 

 
INTRODUCING 

KELLY GREENBACKER, CED 
 
Kelly Greenbacker was selected by the Cheshire-
Sullivan County Committee to be the new County 
Executive Director (CED) for the Cheshire-
Sullivan FSA Office. She is originally from Mid-
dlefield/Durham, CT where her family owns and 
operates a 150-cow dairy farm. Kelly studied Dairy 
Science and Agricultural Economics at Virginia 
Tech and received a MS in Animal Science from 
UNH. She served as the NH FSA County Opera-
tions Trainee (COT)  for just over a year prior to 
the new position. Kelly’s other interests include 
skiing, showing dairy cows, riding horses, and hik-
ing. She is looking forward to meeting and work-
ing with farmers throughout Cheshire and Sullivan 
Counties. 

 
 
 
 

MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACT 
PROGRAM 

 
Signup for the MILC program began on December 
22, 2008. As of the issuance date of this newsletter, 
legislation to extend the program beyond the au-
thorized deadline has NOT been enacted. There-
fore, signup for the MILC program ended on Sep-
tember 30, 2012, as provided by the Food, Conser-
vation, and Energy Act of 2008. 
 
For producers who are currently enrolled and par-
ticipating in the MILC program, verifiable produc-
tion evidence must be provided by close of busi-
ness November 1, 2012 for the 2012 fiscal year. 
Final MILC payments for the month of September 
will be issued by the county in early November. 
 
Changes effective September 1, 2012: 

* Dairy operation that have exceeded the 2.4 mil-
lions pounds by September 1, 2012 will have met 
the maximum production quantity for FY 2012 and 
will not be entitled to further payments for addi-
tional lbs of production for the month of Septem-
ber 2012, if there is a payment rate in effect.  

 
2012 DCP FINAL PAYMENTS 

 
DCP payments for 2012 will be issued after Oct. 1, 
2012.  These payments will be deposited directly 
into participating producers’ bank accounts.   
 
If there are any unearned payments, Commodity 
Credit Corporation will automatically subtract 
those amounts from the October Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program payments. 

 
Previous 

Sept 1, 
2012 

% paid of the difference 
between trigger and BCI 
$ 

45% 34% 

National Average Dairy 
Feed Ration Cost  
Threshold 

$7.35 $9.50 

Maximum Production* 
2.985 
million 
pounds 

2.4  
million 
pounds 



 

CONTINUOUS CRP AVAILABLE 
 
Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for 
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) or Continuous CRP will be eligible for 
annual rental payments and cost-share of up to 50 
percent on approved practices. These programs 
will remain funded, and continue to provide height-
ened environmental benefits on select areas. 

 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

 
Watch your mailbox for your official county office 
committee election ballot starting early next 
month. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters 
on Nov. 5, 2012. If for some reason you don’t re-
ceive a ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA 
office.   
  
Elections will be held in Local Administrative Area 
(LAA) 3 which includes the towns of Acworth, 
Alstead,  Langdon, Lempster, Marlow, Walpole, 
and Washington and in LAA 5 which includes the 
towns of Dublin, Gilsum, Harrisville, Keene, Marl-
borough, Nelson, Roxbury, Stoddard, Sullivan, 
Surry, and Westmoreland. Completed and signed 
ballots must be returned to the county office by 
close of business on Dec.3, 2012.   
 
County committee members are a critical compo-
nent of the operations of FSA. They help deliver 
FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and 
ranchers who serve on county committees help 
with the decisions necessary to administer the pro-
grams in their counties. They work to ensure FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local pro-
ducers. 
  
County committees provide local input on:  

 Commodity price support loans and pay-
ments  

 Conservation programs  

 Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments 
for some  

 commodities  

 Emergency programs  

 Payment eligibility  
 

FSA county committees operate within official 
regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 
County committee members apply their judgment 
and knowledge to make local decisions.  

 
ANNOUNCING SIGNUP FOR  

2011 SURE 
 
Signup for the SURE (Supplemental Revenue As-
sistance) Program for 2011 crop losses will begin 
October 22, 2012, and will end June 7, 2013. Call 
the office for more information. 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER            
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
During the last couple of years, our state has ex-
perienced tornados, microbursts, tropical storms, 
ice storms, hail, drought and excessive rain. Each 
of these events have affected our crops in one way 
or another. NAP is a federally-funded program that 
will help producers reduce their risk of financial 
loss when natural disasters cause losses or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop or agricultural 
commodity. The service fee is $250 per crop per 
county not to exceed $750 per producer per county, 
and $1,875 per producer in all counties. Limited 
resource farmers may request a waiver of service 
fees. 
 
Keep in mind that in order to qualify for new disas-
ter programs, there needs to be NAP or Crop Insur-
ance coverage on all crops that are of economic 
significance.  The application closing dates are: 
 
NOVEMBER 20  - All Perennial Crops 
DECEMBER 1  - Maple Sap and Honey 
MARCH 15  - Annually Spring 
   Seeded Crops 
SEPTEMBER 1  - Garlic, Aquaculture, 
   Christmas Trees, Flori
   culture, Ginseng,  Mush
   rooms, Ornamental 
   Nursery, Turfgrass Sod 
SEPTEMBER 30  - All Forage Crops 

 
HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMERS 

 
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans has been established. 
 

If you believe that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 because 
you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you 
may be eligible to apply for compensation. 
 

For additional information on this and other settle-
ment issues contact: 
 

 Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Proc-
ess: www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-
4429   

 Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation: www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1
-866-950-5547  

 Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers 
Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-
5506   

 
 
 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com/�
http://www.IndianFarmClass.com�


 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) 
allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain 
low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm 
storage and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan 
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now 
required to provide a down payment of 15 percent, 
with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 
percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facil-
ity and permanent drying and handling equipment. 
New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available 
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates 
for each term rate may be different and are based 
on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury 
Department. 
 
Payments are available in the form of a partial dis-
bursement and the remaining final disbursement. 
The partial disbursement will be available after a 
portion of the construction has been completed. 
The final fund disbursement will be made when all 
construction is completed. The maximum amount 
of the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of 
the projected and approved total loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the 
FSA county office that maintains the farm's re-
cords. An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin. 
 
For more information about FSFL please visit your 
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   

 
FSA FARM LOANS 

 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to provid-
ing family farmers with loans to meet their farm 
credit needs.  If you are having trouble getting the 
credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow 
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are cur-
rently available. 
 
Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if 
you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to 
extend or renew your loan. 
 
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may 
be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to 
$300,000. Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit 
of $1,214,000.  This makes the maximum combi-
nation of direct and guaranteed loan indebtedness 
$1,514,000. 
 
The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA 
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans is 
1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan.  
 
To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact 
the county office staff. 

INCREASED GUARANTEED LOAN 
LIMIT  

 
The Farm Service Agency has announced that the 
loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program will 
increase to $1,302,000 on Oct. 1, 2012. The limit is 
adjusted annually based on data compiled by the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service.   
 
The lending limit increases every year according to 
an inflation index. The maximum combined guar-
anteed and direct farm loan indebtedness will also 
increase to $1,602,000. 
 
As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee 
charged on FSA guaranteed Farm Ownership and 
Operating loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed 
portion of the loan. 
 
Producers should contact their local FSA County 
Offices with questions about farm loans.   

 
AFIDA 

 
Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or 
holds any interest, other than a security interest, in 
agricultural land in the United States is required by 
law to report the transaction no later than 90 days 
after the date of the transaction. They must file 
Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 
(AFIDA) reports with the FSA county office that 
maintains reports for the county where the land is 
located. For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is 
defined as any land used for farming, ranching or 
timber production, if the tracts total 10 acres or 
more. 
 
For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA 
programs, contact the FSA office near you or visit 
the USDA Web site at http://www.usda.gov.   
 

IRS 1099 CHANGES 
 
Calendar year 2012 has brought changes to the way 
FSA reports farm program payments to the pro-
ducer and to the IRS. 
 
In past years, IRS Forms 1099-G would be issued 
to show all program payments received from the 
Farm Service Agency, regardless of the amount. 
 
Starting with calendar year 2012, producers whose 
total reportable payments from FSA are less than 
$600 will not receive IRS Form 1099-G. Also, pro-
ducers who receive payments from more than one 
county will only receive one Form 1099-G if the 
total of all payments from all counties is $600 or 
more. 
   
The same changes will apply to producers and ven-
dors who normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC 
from FSA. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
http://www.usda.gov�


 
Cheshire-Sullivan County FSA Office 
11 Industrial Park Dr 
Walpole, NH  03608 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO NOTIFY US OF ANY 
SIGNIFICANT WEATHER-RELATED LOSSES 

TO CROPS, LIVESTOCK, AND/OR BUILDINGS. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

October 1 NAP deadline for Forage 

October 8 Office Closed - Columbus Day  

November 12 
Office Closed  - Veteran’s Day 
(Observed) 

November 15 Forage Acreage Reporting Deadline 

November 20 NAP deadline for Perennial Crops 

 

November 22 Office Closed - Thanksgiving  

December 3 NAP deadline for Maple Sap 

November 5 
County Committee Ballots Mailed to 
Voters 

December 3 County Committee Ballots Due 

Selected Interest Rates 
Effective as of October 1, 2012 

Farm Operating Loans -- Direct 1.125% 

Farm Ownership Loans -- Direct 3.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans -- Direct, Joint  
Financing 

5.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans --  Direct Down  
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans -- Amount of Actual Loss 2.125% 

Conservation Loan 3.00% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans -- 7 Year 1.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans -- 10 Year 1.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans -- 12 Year 2.00% 
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