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Producers are Reminded to Complete 
NASS Crop Surveys  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices 
are currently completing 2015 small grain yield surveys and will 
contact growers in December to complete row crop yield surveys.  
If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield 
survey, we encourage your participation and cooperation as many 
USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for their 
programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, 
disaster programs, loan and commodity programs. Under the 2014 
Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate 
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark 
revenues and current year county revenues. For example, the 2014 
NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average 
price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year 
revenue to determine if the county will trigger an ARC-CO 
payment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the 
current year revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for the crop 
and crop year. In cases where NASS county yield data is not 
available, the FSA State Committee must determine a county yield 
using RMA yield data or the best available yield data, including 
assigning a county yield using neighboring county yields from 
NASS or RMA.   



Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential 
and protected by federal law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level 
data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be 
identified. All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.   

 

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection 
Program Deadline 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline 
to enroll for the dairy Margin Protection Program for coverage in 
2016 has been extended until Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial 
assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the 
difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage 
for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed via 
computer, smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage 
election for 2016 and pay the $100 administration fee. Although any 
unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the 
enrollment deadline to remain eligible for higher coverage levels in 
2016, premiums for 2016 are not due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, 
producers can work with milk marketing companies to remit 
premiums on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your 
local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain 
percentage due to a sequester order required by Congress and 
issued pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985.  Should a payment reduction be necessary, 
FSA will reduce the payment by the required amount. 

 

 

USDA Adds More Eligible Commodities for Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 
New Provisions Increase On-Farm Storage for Dairy, Flowers, Meats  

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program, which provides low-interest financing to 
producers to build or upgrade storage facilities, will now include dairy, flowers and meats as eligible 
commodities.   

For 15 years, the FSFL program has provided affordable financing, allowing American farmers and 
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ranchers to construct or expand storage on the farm and by adding eligible commodities; these low-
interest loans will help even more family farmers and ranchers to expand on-site storage. 

The new commodities eligible for facility loans include floriculture, hops, rye, milk, cheese, butter, 
yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain 
live animals through uptake and discharge of water).  Commodities already eligible for the loans 
include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested 
as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, and 
fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Microloans 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for 
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers 
simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional 
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans 
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.  

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will 
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA 
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to 
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or 
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced 
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show 
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase 
real estate. 

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has 
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent. 

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related 
information. 

 

Carroll, Strafford and Rockingham Counties are Eligible for 
Emergency Loans 
Carroll, Strafford, and Rockingham Counties were declared a primary disaster due to drought. 
Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary county are eligible to apply for low 
interest emergency loans.  
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Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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