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DCP Signup by June 1

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through
June 1, 2011. FSA staff urges producers to make
use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, or
producers can visit any USDA Service Center to
complete their 2011 DCP contract.

DCP Program payments are calculated using base
acres and payment yields established for each farm.
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices.
For 2011, eligible producers may request partial
direct payments as an advance on the total amount.

For more information on DCP, contact your local
FSA Office or visit our website at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?
area=home&subject=dccp&topic=landing .

Acreage Certification

Time is nearing for producers to certify their
2011 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for
all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the
loss of benefits for a variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days
of the disaster event and before disposition of the
crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later
than 15 days after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs. For crops enrolled in pro-
grams other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program), acreage reports are to be cer-
tified by the June 15th deadline on small grains and
a July 15th deadline on all other crops.

Acreage reports on crops covered by NAP are
due in the county office by the earlier of June 15
for small grains and July for all other crops, or 15
calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing
of the specific crop acreage being reported.

Adjusted Gross Income

USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have
established an electronic information exchange
process for verifying compliance with the adjusted
gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.
Written consent is required from each producer or
payment recipient for the tax review process. No
actual tax data will be included in the report that
IRS sends to FSA.

NEWSLETTER

This ensures that payments are not issued to
producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.
The limits that are set in the 2008 Farm Bill are
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity
and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average
AGI for direct payments; and $1 million non-
farm average AGI for conservation programs.

Participants in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must submit form CCC-927
(Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to
the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to
avoid interruption of program benefits. These
forms may be obtained from local FSA and
NRCS offices or online at: http://

forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet.

Cold Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Storage Facility Loan program
allows producers to build cold storage facilities
to store their fresh fruits and vegetables. To be
eligible, cold storage facilities must have a use-
ful life of 15 years and include:

*new structures suitable for a cold storage facil-
ity

*new walk-in, prefabricated, permanently-
installed coolers suitable for storing fresh fruits
and vegetables

snew permanently affixed cooling, circulating
and monitoring equipment

sclectrical equipment integral to the proper op-
eration of a cold storage facility

ean addition or modification to an existing
storage facility.

USDA will not make cold storage facility
loans for portable structures, portable handling
and cooling equipment, used or pre-owned
structures, cooling equipment or structures
deemed unsuitable.

The maximum loan amount for a Farm Stor-
age Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which
requires a down payment of at least 15 percent.
Applications must be approved before con-
struction can begin. Loan terms of seven, 10 or
12 years are available depending on the amount
of the loan.

For more information on this program or
other FSA farm programs please contact the
local FSA county office or visit http://
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

If you believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
S08-442%9 or visit:
wiwaww. farmerclaims.gov

The daims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.
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Beginning and Limited

Resource Loans
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers
and or members of socially disadvantaged groups
to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide
financing to eligible applicants through either di-
rect or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning
farmer as a person who:
*Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years
*Will materially and substantially participate in
the operation of the farm
*Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA
*Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent
of the county’s median size.

Each member of an entity must meet the eligibil-
ity requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.
Additional program information is available at

the local USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov and www.nrcs.usda.gov .

Direct & Guaranteed Loans

The Farm Service Agency is committed to pro-
viding family farmers with loans to meet their farm
credit needs. If you are having trouble getting the
credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are cur-
rently available.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans
may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum
indebtedness of $1,119,000. Producers are encour-
aged to apply early so a loan can be processed in a
timely manner.

FSA employees will help you complete the nec-
essary application and other forms and help you
understand what information is required, where to
find it or who to contact to get it. To find out more
about FSA loan programs, contact the county office
staff.

2011 FSA County

Committee Elections

The election of agricultural producers to Farm
Service Agency (FSA) county committees is im-
portant to ALL farmers and ranchers, whether be-
ginning or long-established, large or small. It is
crucial that every eligible producer participate in
these elections because FSA county committees are
a link between the agricultural community and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

County Committee (COC) members are a critical
component of FSA operations. The intent is to
have the COC reflect the makeup of the producers
and to represent all constituents. This means wher-
ever possible, minorities, women or lower income
producers need to be on the committee to speak for
these underrepresented groups.

County committees provide local input on commod-
ity price support loans and payments, conservation
programs, incentive, indemnity and disaster payments
for some commodities, emergency programs and pay-
ment eligibility.

FSA county committee members apply their judg-
ment and knowledge to make local decision and oper-
ate within official regulations designed to carry out
federal rules, regulations and laws.

Nominations

Nominees must complete and sign form FSA-669-A
available at USDA Service Centers and online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/
fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf.

Nomination forms for the 2011 election must be
postmarked or received in the local USDA Service
Center by close of business on August 1, 2011. Agri-
cultural producers who participate or cooperate in an
FSA program may be nominated for candidacy.

Election Period

® June 15, 2011
COC nomination period begins.

® Aug. 1, 2011
COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at the local
USDA Service Center

® Nov. 4, 2011
COC ballots mailed to eligible voters

® Dec. 5, 2011
Last day to return completed COC ballots to the
USDA Service Center

e Jan. 2,2012
Newly elected COC members take office

Agricultural producers of legal voting age (18 years)
May be eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate
with any FSA program. A person who is not of legal
voting age but supervises and conducts the farming
operations of a farm may also be eligible to vote.

Yerington FSA Office Election
For 2011, the position of COC representative for
LAA 4 Walker River Paiute Reservation will be up for
election. This position is currently held by Randy
Emm. Nomination forms will be mailed to all eligible
voters.

Minden FSA Office Election
For 2011, the position of COC representative for
LAA 1 Douglas County currently represented by
Linda White, and LAA4 Inyo County currently repre-
sented by will be up for election. Nomination forms
will be mailed to all eligible voters.
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Farm Record

Changes
June 1, 2011 is the dead-

line to provide changes to
your farm records at the
local FSA office for the
2011 crop year. If you are
changing your operation
entity type, adding or drop-
ping cropland or farms, or
adding entities to your op-
eration, contact the FSA
county office by June 1.

Attention: Producers That

Are Participating in 2011

Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance (NAP)

The snowpack, rainfall and stream flows are
currently at or above normal for 2011 in the coun-
ties served by the Yerington and Minden FSA
Offices. The NAP program covers eligible re-
lated natural disasters including:

*Damaging weather, such as drought, freeze, hail,
excessive wind or hurricanes;

*An adverse natural occurrence, such as an earth-
quake or flood; or

*A condition related to damaging weather or an
adverse natural occurrence such as excessive
heat, disease or insect infestation.

The natural disaster must occur before or during
harvest and must directly affect the eligible crop.
If you have NAP coverage for 2011 and you be-
lieve you have a loss, please contact our office
within 15 calendar days after the damaging
weather or disaster occurrence or date damage to
the specific crop acreage is apparent for low yield
claims.

AGD’s and the IRS

USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Internal Revenue Service to establish an
electronic information exchange process for veri-
fying compliance with the adjusted gross income
(AG]I) provisions for farm programs. Written
consent will be required from each producer or
payment recipient for the tax review process. No
actual tax data will be included in the verification
report that IRS sends to FSA.

The agreement ensures that payments are not
issued to producers whose AGI exceeds certain
limits. The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity
and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average
AGI for direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm
average AGI for conservation programs.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all
tracts having the same owner and the same opera-
tor under one farm serial number. When changes
in ownership or operation take place, a farm re-
constitution is necessary. If multiple owners and/
or operators do not agree about program partici-
pation and want to separate acres by programs,
for example to enter only a segment of property
into the new ACRE program, then producers
should inquire about a reconstitution of the farm
at the local FSA office.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land
based on the farming operation. NOTE: to be
effective for the current year, recons must be re-
quested by August 1, 2011 for farms enrolled in
specific programs.

SURE Program

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses
due to natural disasters that incurred in the crop
years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be eli-
gible for SURE payments, a producer is required to
obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or,
if crop insurance is not available, to participate in
the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except
for grazed acreage. However, crop insurance or
NAP coverage is no longer required for crops that
are not of economic significance or those where the
administrative fee required to buy NAP coverage
exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the defi-
nition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource,
or Beginning Farmer or Rancher are exempt from
the risk management purchase requirement. The
following are the conditions that trigger SURE pay-
ments:

At least one crop of economic significance must
suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible dis-
aster condition. (These are crops that contributed or
would have contributed at least 5% or more of the
total expected revenue from all crops on the farm.)
Producers in counties declared disaster counties by
the Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous coun-
ties, those who show proof of an individual loss of
at least 50% are eligible to receive SURE payments
for crop producer or crop quality losses. Losses are
measured with consideration to the whole-farm
revenue, which includes crop insurance indemnities
and commodity program payments, so that produc-
ers are not paid more than once for the same loss.

A SURE calculator is available at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?
area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure. The calcu-
lator is not official, but is intended for educational
use. A fact sheet and backgrounder are also avail-
able online.

Natural Resources

Conservation Service

Producers interested in getting information on
NRCS programs in Lyon, Mineral, Esmeralda and
Northwest Nye Counties may contact Ed Biggs,
NRCS in Yerington @ 775-463-2855. Producers
interested in getting information on NRCS pro-
grams in Inyo and Southern Mono Counties may
contact Robert Pearce, NRCS in Bishop @ (760)
872-6111. In Southern Washoe, Storey, Carson City,
Douglas, Alpine and Northern Mono Counties,
producers may contact Jim Gifford, NRCS in Min-
den @ (775)782-3661ext.3.
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Did Your Bank Change?

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are now electronically transferred into
your bank account. If we are not aware of changes to your account and have incorrect routing numbers, there could be problems.
For FSA to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another financial institution purchases
your bank. It is important that any changes in producer’s account such as type of account, bank mergers, routing number
or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to avoid possible payment delay.

Selected Interest Rates for May 2011 Dates to Remember

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% May 30 Office Closed for Memorial Day
Farm Operating - Direct 2.625% June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.000% June 1 ACRE Signup Ends
Conservation Loan 5.000% June 1 2011 DCP Enroliment Ends
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- | 1.500% June 15 Acreage Report Deadline for small grains

ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

E L 3.750% July 4 Office Closed for Independence Day

mergency Loans . A

Farm Storage Facility—7 year 2.875% July 15 Acreage Report Deadline for all other crops
- . (]

Farm Storage Facility—10 year 3.500% July 29 Deadline to sign up for 2009 SURE

Farm Storage Facility—12 year 3.750%
Commodity Loans 1996 - Present 1.250%

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, politi-
cal beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339
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