
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

MAY/JUNE 2011 

 
Yellowstone 

County 
FSA Office 

 
1629 Ave. D, Bldg. A2 
Billings MT  59102  

 
Phone:  (406) 657-6135 
FAX: (406) 657-6277 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mt 
 
Hours 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Members: 
Forrest Ewen-Chair  
Bart Erickson-Vice 
Steve Becker-Reg. 
Juanita Stovall-Min. 
Channis Whiteman-Min 
 
County Office Staff: 
Lisa Pederson, PT 
Jackie Gaglia, PT 
Nina Gonzalez, PT 
Kevin Johnson, CED 

 

Agricultural Lending 
Opportunities 
Questions regarding 
obtaining credit to start or 
enlarge a farming or 
ranching operation; 
financing agricultural 
operating expenses; or 
livestock, machinery 
purchases call: 

Chrissy Frank, FLPT 
  Ext. 100  

Bruce Johnson, FLO 
  Ext. 109 
Mike Turley, FLM 
  Ext. 116 
 

Reasonable 

Accommodations: 
Persons with disabilities who 

require accommodations to 

attend or participate in any 
FSA programs should contact 

the County Executive Director 

at the FSA Office or the 
Federal Relay Service at 1-

800-877-8339. 

 

 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) 
Signup Ends July 29, 2011  
The 2008 Farm Bill created several new disaster programs. One of the programs, the Supplemental 

Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE), provides financial assistance for crop production 

and/or quality losses due to a natural disaster. SURE is a total farm revenue disaster program as 

opposed to the crop disaster programs of previous years, which were primarily production oriented 

programs. Therefore, all crops that a producer has an interest in are not only evaluated as to the 

production loss and quality, but revenue as well.  
To be eligible for SURE in 2009, producers had to have obtained crop insurance of at least 

catastrophic (CAT) level for all insurable crops and cropping scenarios and/or Non-insured Crop 

Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for non-insurable crops.  (Forage crops for grazing 

and crops not expected to contribute 5% of the total expected value of all crops grown by the 

producer, did not have to be insured.)  Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning 

farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a policy or plan 

of insurance or NAP coverage.  
A 2009 Secretarial Disaster designation in Yellowstone County triggered the program in the 

County for 2009.  Therefore, in 2009, producers with at least one crop of economic significance 

with a 10 percent crop production loss could qualify for benefits.  
SURE will issue payments to an eligible producer in the amount equal to 60% of the difference 
between the program guarantee and the total farm revenue. SURE will pay up to 90% of the crop’s 
normal production on the farm. If you meet the guidelines of the program in 2009, i.e. a 10% 
production loss (associated with adverse weather) on one crop of economic significance and crop 
insurance (CAT/NAP) purchased on all 2009 crops (other than the exceptions previously 
explained), contact Jackie Gaglia @ 657-6135 ext. 106 as soon as possible. Signup for 2009 crops 
ends July 29, 2011. 
 

  2011 Prevented Planting Final Report Date 
 If you intended to plant crops this spring and were prevented from planting due to a natural 

disaster, i.e. excess moisture, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within 15 calendar days of 

May 20, 2011 with this office.  In addition, if you were prevented from planting insurable crops 

then please check with your crop insurance agent.  If a request for prevented planting is not filed 

within 15 calendar days of May 20, 2011, it is considered late filed and will require a minimum of 

$46 to have an on-site inspection completed to determine that the natural disaster condition was 

evident.  If the disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted is no longer apparent, 

then the FSA-576 and benefits may be denied.  If you have insured crops that were prevented 

planted then you may be required to provide proof that you filed for prevented planting credit with 

crop insurance. The COC may also request that you provide receipts or invoices showing you had 

inputs (seed, chemical, fertilizer, etc.) available to plant the acres claimed as prevented, to establish 

your intent of planting.  It is important the CCC-576 be timely filed for a possible 2011 crop 

disaster program (SURE) and/or acreage history credit. Approved preventive planted acreage may 

also be eligible for ACRE payments. 

 

Yellowstone COC Election 
Nominations for the Yellowstone County Committee (COC) position are being accepted for candidates 
residing along the Yellowstone River Valley.  Forrest Ewen currently serves this area and is unable to run 
due to term limits.  A nomination form is included in this newsletter.  Forms are also available at the office 
or at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  The final day to receive nominating petitions is August 1, 
2011. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
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2011 Crop Reports 
Maps to be used for reporting 2011 crops have been mailed.  Please mail or drop off the completed maps to this office as 

soon as possible and prior to June 15, 2011.  We will load the crop information, generate a crop report form, and mail the 

report(s) to you for your signature.   Note, you must sign/date and return the crop report form by July 1, 2011 or incur late 

filing fees.  Late filing fees at the minimum are $46 per farm. 

 

2011 Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) and Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 

The 2011 DCP/ACRE signup has started and continues until June 1, 2011.  (Contracts were mailed to operators in December.)  

These voluntary programs provide for guaranteed or direct payments that are based on 83.3 percent of the farms base acreage 

(wheat/barley/corn/oats) times the crop payment yield, times the producer share, times the payment rate.  In addition, counter-

cyclical payments (non-guaranteed, DCP only), based on 85% of the base, are paid when market prices decline.  Producers are 

eligible for DCP/ACRE payments if they are at risk in producing a crop and comply with program provisions.  (An owner who cash 

leases land to another is ineligible to share in direct / counter cyclical or ACRE payments.)  Check with Lisa @ 657-6135 ext. 105 to 

ensure all signatures are in by the June 1, 2011 deadline. 

Dates to Remember 

May 30, 2011 Office closed for Memorial Day                  

May 31, 2011 Final day to request loans on 2010 corn 

June 1, 2011 Sign-up for DCP / ACRE ends 

July 1, 2011 Final day to report crop acreages 

July 4, 2011 Office closed for Independence Day            

July 29, 2011 Sign-up for SURE ends  (2009 crop losses) 

August 1, 2011 Final day to receive nominating petitions for COC election in LAA2 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.   (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 


