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May 2011 
 
 
Contact  
Information  
 
Grundy County 
3415 Oklahoma Ave 
Trenton, MO  64683 
660-359-2006 
 
Mercer County 
RR 2 Box 317 
Hwy 65 N 
Princeton, MO  64673 
660-748-4385 
 
Putnam County 
28988 Hwy 136 
Unionville, MO  63565 
660-947-2439 
 
Schuyler County 
200 Green 
P.O. Box 249 
Lancaster, MO  63548 
660-457-3715 
 
Scotland County 
Hwy 136E 
Route 1 Box 73H 
Memphis, MO  63555 
660-465-8517 
 
Sullivan County 
23478 Eclipse Dr 
Milan, MO  63556 
660-265-3440 

DCP Signup & Advance Payments 
 
Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will con-
tinue through June 1, 2011.  Advance payments 
of 22% on the 2011 DCP program are available.  
The remaining 78% of your DCP payment will be 
issued after October 1, 2011.  Eligible producers 
receive direct payments at rates established by 
statute regardless of market prices.  DCP contract 
signatures for enrollment are due by the signup 
deadline of June 1, 2011.  For more information 
producers can contact their local FSA office. 
 

The ACRE Option 
 

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) pro-
gram provides a safety net based on state revenue 
losses and acts in place of the price-based safety 
net of countercyclical payments under DCP. A 
farm's payment is based on a revenue guarantee 
calculated using a 5-year average state yield and 
the most recent 2-year national price for each eli-
gible commodity. An ACRE payment is issued 
when both the state and the farm have incurred a 
revenue loss. Producers who enroll in the ACRE 
option agree to a 20% reduction in the direct pay-

Things You Should Know 
 

 Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election 
Program (ACRE) sign up are under way.  Now is a great time for producers to come in 
and get signed up for the 2011 program. Both programs require the signing of an annual 
contract. Come in and get your paperwork completed before you get extra busy in the 
fields! The deadline to sign up again this year is June 1, 2011. 

 The 2009 Supplemental Revenue Election Program (SURE) sign up also under way.  
If your operation in 2009 had a 10% or greater loss on any one crop and you had CAT level 
or better crop insurance on all crops of economic significance you may be eligible for 
SURE benefits. Sign up deadline is July 29, 2011. 

 Acreage Reporting Time will soon be here!  Acreage is required to be certified by the 
June 30th deadline on small grains, such as wheat and oats, and by the July 31st deadline on 
all other crops.  

 

ments and will be eligible for Market Assistance 
loans with a 30% reduction in the loan rate. 
Once the ACRE option is taken on a farm, it 
will remain in effect until 2012. All owners and 
operators have to agree to exercise the ACRE 
option before it can be approved. 
 

SURE Signup 
 
Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue As-
sistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011, 
and ends July 29, 2011.  SURE provides bene-
fits for 2008 - 2011 crop year farm revenue 
losses due to natural disasters.  A farm enrolled 
in SURE may be eligible for benefits when ei-
ther: 
 farms in counties with Secretarial disaster 

declarations, including contiguous counties, 
that have incurred crop production or qual-
ity losses, or both, and includes all crops 
grown by a producer nationwide, except 
grazed crops.  
 

 any farm in which, for the crop year, the 
actual production of the farm because of 
disaster related conditions is less that 50% 
or less than normal production of the farm. 
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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES 
PROCESS TO RESOLVE DISCRIMINATION CLAIMS 

OF HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMERS 
 

As part of continued efforts to close the chapter on alle-
gations that discrimination occurred at USDA in past dec-
ades, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Assistant 
Attorney General Tony West today announced the estab-
lishment of a process to resolve the claims of Hispanic 
and women farmers and ranchers who assert that they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA farm 
loans.  The claims process offers a streamlined alternative 
to litigation and provides at least $1.33 billion in compen-
sation, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eli-
gible Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers. This 
announcement follows the Obama Administration's set-
tlement of longstanding litigation brought by African 
American farmers and Native American farmers.  
 
In conjunction with this announcement, USDA is launch-
ing an outreach effort to potential claimants that will in-
clude a call center for farmers and ranchers, a website, 
public service announcements, and in-person meetings 
around the country. Individuals interested in participating 
in the claims process may register to receive a claims 
package, or may obtain more information, by visiting 
www.farmerclaims.gov.  
 
Beginning February 25, 2011, individuals can register to 
receive a claims package by calling the Farmer and 
Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-4429. USDA cannot 
provide legal advice to potential claimants. Persons seek-
ing legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal ser-
vices provider.  

FSA Signature Policy 
 

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of 
each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation 
programs in which either has an interest. Exceptions in-
clude claim settlements and lien filings. This option is 
automatically available unless a written request for exclu-
sion is made to the county office staff by either spouse. 
 

Continuous CRP Practices Available 
 

In addition to the CRP general sign up that just ended at 
FSA offices, producers can also take advantage of the 
Continuous CRP Program. 
 
Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for enroll-
ment may be offered anytime during the year.  These en-
vironmentally-targeted programs remain funded, and con-
tinue to provide heightened environmental benefits for 
selected areas.  Contact your FSA office for details.  

CRP Management Provisions 
 

CRP contracts that began with the 26th Sign-up or after, 
are subject to the Mid Contract Management provisions. 
These provisions include options for burning, disking or 
spraying. 
 
Producers should contact their local FSA office if they 
have any questions about their CRP contracts. Please take 
note the primary nesting season for Missouri is from May 
1 thru July 16 and no maintenance can be performed in 
this time period. 
 

Acreage Reporting 

The annual reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, 
including failed and prevented planting acreage, can pre-
vent the loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs.  All cropland on the farm must be re-
ported to receive benefits from DCP and ACRE Programs, 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), NAP and SURE 
(disaster), and commodity loans.   
 
Acreage reports  are to be certified by the June 30 deadline 
on small grains, such as wheat and oats, and by the July 31 
deadline on all other crops; hay/pasture, corn, soybeans, 
and CRP.  
 
Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance may 
be paid are due in the county office by the earlier of June 
30 for small grains and July 31 for all other crops, or 15 
calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the 
specific crop acreage being reported. 
 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the dis-
aster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented 
planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the 
final planting date.  To be eligible for the SURE (disaster) 
program, it is now required that you timely report failed 
and prevented planting acreage to the FSA Office.  Filing a 
claim with your crop insurance does not satisfy this re-
quirement.  

 Corn Soybeans Sorghum Wheat 

Grundy May 25 June 20 June 20 October 31 

Mercer May 25 June 20 June 20 October 31 

Putnam May 31 June 20 June 20 October 31 

Schuyler May 31 June 20 June 20 October 31 

Scotland May 31 June 20 June 20 October 31 

Sullivan May 31 June 20 June 20 October 31 

Final Crop Planting Dates 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov�
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Signup for FSA eAlerts 

Missouri FSA introduces FSA 
eAlerts—a new way to receive FSA 
program reminders electronically.  
You can sign up for eAlerts at your 

County Office and choose whether you would like to 
receive information via e-mail, text or both. If you elect 
to receive information by text, remember standard text 
messaging rates apply. Consult with your cellular car-
rier to discuss your text plan details. You can opt out of 
receiving FSA eAlerts at any time.  
 
You will still receive your FSA newsletter, but Mis-
souri FSA will discontinue sending postcard reminders 
for upcoming sign ups and deadlines. FSA eAlerts are 
provided as an additional service to Missouri FSA pro-
ducers. Always refer to your county office newsletter 
for program information or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
mo .  
 

FSA Accepting Plans for Biomass Crop 
Assistance Program (BCAP) Project Areas 

 
The BCAP program has provided matching payments 
to eligible producers who deliver biomass to an ap-
proved facility. The program is now being expanded to 
provide cost-share and annual payments to growers of 
eligible biomass crops. To be eligible, the grower must 
produce biomass in an approved project area. FSA is 
now accepting proposals to establish project areas 
through May 27, 2011. 
 
BCAP encourages the use of organic materials to pro-
duce heat, power, and bio-based products or bio-fuels. 
Through the program, assistance is provided for grow-
ing, harvesting, storing and transporting eligible bio-
mass crops on land within approved BCAP project ar-
eas. Organizations currently utilizing biomass in their 
operations are encouraged to submit a project area pro-
posal. In order to apply, BCAP Form 20, which can be 
found at www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap must be submitted to 
the following address:      

Missouri State FSA Office 
Parkade Center Suite 225 
601 Business Loop 70 West 
Columbia, MO 65203. 

To learn more, contact the Missouri State FSA office at 
573.876.0932. Applications must received by May 
27th, 2011. 
 

Changing Banks? 

Almost all payments are made with 
direct deposit. To keep things running 
smoothly please notify county office 
staff to update records.  

Transition Incentives 
 

The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was created to 
encourage retired or retiring owners or operators to 
transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acres to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or 
ranchers. 
  
TIP sign up began on May 17, 2010.  If all program 
requirements are met, TIP provides annual rental pay-
ments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional 
years after the date of the expiration of the CRP con-
tract, provided the transition is not to a family member. 
To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring 
farmer or rancher: 
 Have land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) that is in the last year of the con-
tract. 

 Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvan-
taged farmer or rancher make conservation and land 
improvements. 

 Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to 
long‐term lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land 
under CRP contract to a beginning or socially dis-
advantaged farmer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year 
the CRP contract expires. 

To learn more about this program, producers interested 
in applying and participating in TIP should visit their 
USDA FSA County Office or www.fsa.usda.gov . 
 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 

LIP provides assistance to 
producers for livestock 
deaths that result from 
natural disaster. LIP com-
pensates livestock owners 
and contract growers for 
livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality 
due to adverse weather, including loss due to hurri-
canes, lightening, floods, blizzards, diseases, wildfires, 
extreme heat or extreme cold. Eligible losses must have 
occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 
2011.  A notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 
30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. 
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each 
type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle = 3%. 
These established percentages reflect losses that are 
considered expected or typical under, “normal” condi-
tions. Producers should file a LIP application as soon as 
possible to avoid a delay in processing and receipt of 
disaster assistance. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo�
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Mercer County FSA Office 
RR 2 Box 317 
Princeton, MO  64673 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

 Columbia, Missouri 
PERMIT #230 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).   

Selected Interest Rates for April 
2011for March  2011 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.625% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Di-
rect 5.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Di-
rect Down Payment, Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 7-
year term 2.875% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 10-
year term 3.50% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
12-year term 3.750% 

Commodity Loans 1996-
Present 1.250% 

Dates to Remember 

May 27 Deadline to submit BCAP proposals 

May 30 Office Closed for Memorial Day Holiday 

June 1 Final Date to enroll in DCP or ACRE 

June 30 Final Date to report Small Grains 

July 29 2009 SURE Program Ends 

July 31 
Final Date to report Spring seeded crops 

and  CRP 

Continuous Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 

Visit our Website at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo 

County Committee Nominations 
 
County Committees are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They direct the delivery of FSA farm 
programs at the local level and work within national guidelines to help programs fit the needs of their commu-
nities. Committee members provide general oversight, review and act on appeals from program participants, 
keep the state FSA committee informed of issues in their county, and provide a link between the Agency and 
local producers. From June 15 through August 1, 2011, FSA offices will begin accepting nominations for 
candidates from the Local Administrative Areas (LAA) holding this year’s election. USDA and FSA is com-
mitted to increasing the participation of all farmers including women, minorities and beginning farmers. You 
may nominate yourself or someone else as a candidate. Candidates must: 
 Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch. 
 Live or farm in the LAA holding the election. 
 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA. 
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