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Was it just me or did 2010 seem to fly by? Hard to believe it, but another year has come and
gone. [ hope 2010 was a prosperous year and here’s hoping that 2011 is even better for each
of you. Your Nodaway County FSA staff looks forward to working with you again in the
coming year.

In addition to the articles enclosed in each of our newsletters, I’'m going to provide some
highlights that I feel every producer should know. I encourage you to take a moment and
read each newsletter that we publish as there is always pertinent information about deadlines
and such that could potentially have a significance to your operation. The Nodaway County
Office distributed a little more than $13 million dollars in subsidy to its producers in 2010
and we’d hate for anyone to miss out on some benefits in 2011 because they didn’t catch a
newsletter article. As always, if you have questions please feel free to contact us or stop by

the office to discuss them. Again, have a great 201 1—3Jim Dreier

Things You Should Know

o Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election
Program (ACRE) sign up is under way. Now is a great time for producers to come in
and get signed up for the 2011 program. Both programs require the signing of an annual
contract. The deadline to sign up again this year is June 1, 2011.

e The 2009 Supplemental Revenue Election Program (SURE) sign up began January
10th and will end on July 29, 2011. If your operation in 2009 had a 10% or greater loss
on any one crop and you had CAT level or better crop insurance on all crops of economic
significance you may be eligible for benefits.

e NWMO Corn & Soybeans Grower Meeting—January 24th. The meeting will be
held at the Ramada Inn in St. Joseph on the 24th. Registration begins at 8:30.

County Committee

Election Results VOTE
Congratulations to Larry Tobin!

Larry was re-elected to represent farmers from
Local Administrative Area—3 which includes
Independence, Jackson, and Polk Townships on
the county committee. Larry was elected to his
third consecutive term.

FSA appreciates all of the voters taking the time
to complete the election ballot. The county
committee system works only because of your
participation.

The committee members will hold their organ-
izational meeting later in January to determine
who will serve as the county committee chair-
man and vice-chairman.

Farming Operation
Changes

If you have bought or sold
land, or if you have added or
dropped rented land from your
operation, make sure you re-
port those changes to the FSA office as soon
as possible. You’ll need to provide a copy
of the recorded deed or recorded land con-
tract for purchased property.
“FO
SALE
. can lead to possible program
ineligibility and penalties.
Updating records as changes occur will

save you time in the future and keep you
eligible for FSA benefits.
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Failure to maintain accurate
records with FSA on all the
land you have an interest in



DCP/ ACRE Signup &
Advance Payments
Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) or ACRE has begun

and will continue through June 1, 2011.
Advance payments of 22 % on the 2011

irect DCP program are available at the time
& ounter-  of sign up. The remainder will be issued
yelical  after October 1,2011.
rogram

Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute re-
gardless of market prices. DCP contract signa-
tures for enrollment are due by the signup dead-
line of June 1, 2011. For more information pro-
ducers can contact their local FSA office.

2009 SURE Signup began
January 10th—ends July 29th

Sign up for the Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE) on 2009 crops began
January 10th and will end on July 29th. SURE
is a permanent disaster program created by the
2008 Farm Bill that replaces the previous
“adhoc” crop disaster programs of the past.
Unlike those disaster programs that paid for
losses by unit and crop, the SURE program is a
“total farm” disaster program. This revenue
based program compares a crops expected reve-
nue and program guarantee dollar amounts to
the actual crop revenue of the entire farming
operation. Entire farming operation refers to
all farms and all interests, in all counties.

In order to be eligible for payments under 2009
SURE, you are required to have:

e Carry insurance at the CAT level or better
on all insurable crops and/or NAP coverage
on all non-insurable crops (hay) with an
economic significance of 5% or greater,
within the farming operation.

o Sustained a 10% or greater loss on any one
crop in the operation in 2009

Producers who feel their 2009 operation met the
above criteria should visit the Nodaway County
FSA Office and asked to be placed on the 2009
SURE Register. Once your name reaches the
top of the list the office will access your RMA
crop insurance data and load it into the SURE
workbook for evaluation.

CRP General Signh up Rumored

Nothing concrete as yet but there is a good pos-
sibility of another CRP general sign up coming
later this winter or early spring. We will pass
along the details via this newsletter as they be-
come available.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-Gs detail-
ing payments producers have received from the
Commodity Credit Corporation. The annual re-
port of program payments on CCC-1099-Gs is a
service intended to help our customers report tax-
able income. It is not intended to replace the pro-
ducers responsibilities to report income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or ad-
vise producers about which payments to report on
their income tax returns. However, county office
staff can review payments for accuracy.

Loans for the Socially
Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available to
assist applicants to begin or continue in agricul-
ture production. Loans are available for operating
type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches. While all qualified producers are eligible
to apply for these loan programs, FSA has pro-
vided priority funding for producers who qualify
as Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a
group whose members have been subjected to ra-
cial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or
her identity as a member of that group.

While funding is earmarked
for loans to socially disadvan-
taged applicants, loan ap-
proval is neither automatic nor
guaranteed. Socially disad-
vantaged applicants must
meet the same eligibility crite-
ria as other applicants. Appli-
cants must be U.S citizens; have a satisfactory
history of meeting credit obligations; have suffi-
cient education, training or experience managing
or operating a farm; possess legal capacity to in-
cur debt; and be unable to obtain credit elsewhere.

For more information on socially disadvantaged
loans contact your local FSA.

Northwest MO Corn / Soybean
Grower Meeting January 24, 2011

The winter grower meeting for Northwest Mis-
souri corn and soybean producers will be held at
the Ramada Inn in St. Joseph on Monday, January
24, 2011. Registration will begin at 8:30 am. An
interesting collection of speakers will address
timely production issues. Lunch will be provided
along with valuable door prizes.



Adjusted Gross Income Forms

Producers are reminded that they are annually
required to certify to their Average Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) on form CCC-926 each
year. Also, new AGI forms (CCC-927 for
individuals and CCC-928 for entity’s) must be
submitted to IRS by every producer earning
benefits in 2011. It is the producer’s responsi-
bility to submit the applicable form to IRS.
Failure to do so will result in a non compli-
ance determination for AGI and the loss of all
USDA benefits.

Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP)

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) is a federally-funded program
that helps producers reduce their risk when
growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops
and crops for livestock feed. These benefits
are only available for crops for which
the catastrophic level of crop insur-
ance is not available. Application for
coverage must be filed by the appli-
cable crop’s application closing date.
The deadline to sign up for all hay
and pasture crops is March 15th.

—

[

Production records for all crops must be re-
ported to FSA no later than the application
closing date for the crop for the following
year. FSA requires that any production re-
ported in a loss year be verifiable according to
Agency specifications. NAP losses must be
reported within 15 days of loss.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments
be electronically transferred into your bank
account. In order for timely payments to be
made, producers need to notify the FSA
county office if your account has been
changed or if another financial institution pur-
chases your bank. Payments can be delayed if
the FSA office is not aware of updates to your
account and routing numbers.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to wvisit the
county office personally because of
work schedules, distance, health, etc.,
FSA has a power of attorney form
available that enables you to desig-
nate another person to conduct your
business at the office. If you are inter-
ested, please contact our office or any

Farm Service Agency office near you

for more information.

Annual Notification to Producers
FSA is required annually to notify producers
of many program requirements, policies, and
reminders:

Spousal Signatures: Husbands and
wives may sign documents on behalf
of each other for FSA and Commod-
ity Credit Corporation (CCC) pro-
grams in which either has an interest.
In most cases, this option is auto-
matically available unless a request
for exclusion is made to the county office staff by
either spouse. Exceptions include: claim settlements
and lien filings.

Reasonable Accommodations will be made, upon
request, for individuals with disabilities, vision im-
pairment or hearing impairment. If special accom-
modations are required, please call the FSA County
Office staff, and we will be happy to make any ar-
rangements that are necessary.

Direct Deposit Mandatory: As of Jan 1, 1999, all
payments issued by the county FSA office will be
by direct deposit (electronic funds transfer) to a Pre-
designated checking or savings account with your
financial institution. Forms are available at the FSA
office to sign up for direct deposit if you haven’t
yet. For those already signed up, it is important that
we are notified anytime there is a change in your
account number or financial institution. If we are
not notified timely, future payments may be de-
layed.

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Compliance:
Landowners and operators are reminded that in or-
der to receive payments from USDA, compliance
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farm-
ers with HEL determined soils are reminded of till-
age, crop residue, and rotation requirements as
specified per their conservation plan. Contact
should be made to the USDA Service Center prior
to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to
insure compliance, which is recorded on form AD-
1026.

Faxed Signatures: Certain faxed sig-
natures shall be accepted for all appli-
cable program forms or other docu-
ments approved for faxed signatures,
if all other requirements are met.

Controlled Substance: Any person who is convicted
under federal law of planting, producing, cultiva-
tion, harvesting, growing, or storing a controlled
substance will be ineligible to participate and re-
ceive payments under USDA programs. Marijuana,
opium poppies, and other drug producing plants are
controlled substances.
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Farm Storage Facility Loans Dates to Remember
Need additional storage capacity for your Jan 17 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday observed
o row crops or hay? You may want to [/@0 — FSA offices closed.
check into a Farm Storage Facility Loan

(FSFL) with your local FSA office. The Jan 24 NWMO Corn & SB Growers Meeting

FSFL program allows producers to obtain Final availability date for 2010 crop year
low-interest fixed rate financing to build Jan 31 MAL & LDP for wool, mohair and pelts.
or upgrade farm storage and handling fa- George Washington’s Birthday observed —
cilities. At present, an eligible producer [Feb2l  lpgA Offices closed.

could obtain up to a $50K FSFL loan for 7 _
years at 2.5% fixed interest. For more |Mar15 [Final date to purchase NAP on hay/pasture
info on FSFL’s contact the office.

TIT T T T /-
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Mar 15 Final date to purchase FCIC Crop Insur-

ance on spring planted crops
Selected Interest Rates for Mar 31 |Final date for loan on wheat & oats
January 2011 _
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% May 31 Final date for loan on 2010 corn & soy-

beans

June 1 DCP / ACRE sign up ends

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.75%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.50%

Limited Resource Loans 5.0% June 30  |Final day to report 2011 wheat

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct ]
Down Payment, Beginning Farmer 1.50% July 29  |Final day to apply for 2009 SURE

or Rancher Tuly 29 Final day to report all spring seeded crops
Emergency Loans 3.75% b4 and CRP

Farm Storage Facility Loans 7-yr. 2.50% Continues |[Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.
Farm Storage Facility Loan 10-yr. | 3.125% Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
Farm Storage Facility Loan 12-yr. 3.375% gram.

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.25% Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at
4 (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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