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2008 SURE Deadline Approaching oo

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Jonathan Coppess has e Sure Deadline
announced that producers have until Thursday, Sept. 30, 2010, to submit e NAP&FCIC

an application for payment under the 2008 Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Payments (SURE) Program. SURE provides financial assistance for
crop production and/or quality losses due to a natural disaster.
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“We want producers to be aware of this deadline so they are certain to visit o
e Risk Management
[}
[ J
[ ]

their FSA county office to file a 2008 SURE program payment application
no later than September, 30, 2010,” said Coppess. ‘It is important to fin-
ish the current 2008 SURE program sign-up because the authority for the
Recovery Act supplement for payment benefits expires at the end of the
current fiscal year and the Department of Agriculture will then start the
2009 SURE sign-up application process.”
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FSA began accepting and processing 2008 SURE program applications in ( \
January 2010, and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 Nodaway County
(Recovery Act) allowed for a one-time increase in the calculation of 2008 Rainfall
SURE payments that are filed by Sept. 30, 2010. Producers who do not file O for July
a 2008 SURE program payment application by Sept. 30, 2010, will not be was
considered eligible for 2008 SURE program benefits. 4.40”

and August was
2.44”. The 30

year average for

those months is
5.01”7 & 3.76”

\ respectively. )

e Staff ™\
Nodaway County USDA Service Center  crunore rolem

The Nodaway County office has processed several hundred 2008 SURE
applications since last January. If you suffered losses in 2008 and had all
of your economically significant crops covered by either federal crop insur-
ance, an FSA NAP policy, or took the offered buy-in waiver you are en-
couraged to contact the office to make application before September 30th.
It is anticipated that the 2009 SURE program will begin soon there after.
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NAP and FCIC Sales (losing Dates coming soon!

The deadline to purchase 2011 Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) or federal crop insurance from the Risk
Management Agency (RMA) for the following crops are:

e Small grain (Wheat, Rye) for grain or grazing acreages: 9/30/10

e Small grain (Wheat, Rye) acreages that will be harvested as forage: 9/30/10

e Small grain inter-seeded into perennial grasses: 9/30/10

The final date to purchase NAP coverage on perennial crops such as native improved grasses or al-

falfa, as well as, crop insurance on all spring seeded row crops is March 15, 2011.

REMINDER: Risk Management Purchase Requirement (RMPR) for Disaster Program Benefits: NAP or Pasture,
Rangeland, and Forage crop insurance policy coverage is a requirement in order to qualify for benefits received under
the Livestock Forage Program (LFP), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Pro-
gram (ELAP) and Supplemental Revenue Assistance (SURE) program.

Eligibility for LFP, ELAP and SURE may also be maintained by purchasing Pasture Rangeland Forage Index (PRF)
pilot insurance program. PRF is administered by Risk Management Agency and policies are sold by crop insurance
agents. Policies for 2011 coverage may only be purchased from September 1 through September 30, 2010. More in-
formation can be found at http://www.rma.gov or visit your crop insurance agent. If you do not have an agent, you
can find one online using the RMA agent locator at http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html.

Producers who meet the requirement of a socially disadvantaged, limited resource, or beginning farmer or rancher
do not have to meet RMPR to be eligible for LFP,ELAP or SURE and are not required to pay the fee.

USDA announces new Conservation Loan Program

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
announced the launch of a Conserva-
tion Loan (CL) program that will pro-
vide farm owners and farm-related
business operators access to credit to
implement conservation techniques
that will conserve natural resources.

“This will give farmers who want to
implement conservation measures on
their lands a chance to do so by pro-
viding assistance with their up-front
costs,” said Vilsack. “In return, these
producers will help to reduce soil ero-

sion, improve water quality and pro-
mote sustainable and organic agri-
cultural practices.”

CL funds can be used to implement
conservation practices approved by
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), such as the instal-
lation of conservation structures;
establishment of forest cover; instal-
lation of water conservation meas-
ures; establishment or improvement
of permanent pastures; and the ad-
aptation of other emerging or exist-

ing conservation practices, techniques
or technologies.

Direct CLs can be obtained through
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) of-
fices with loan limits up to $300,000
with the same interest rate in effect for
farm ownership loans (currently
4.375%). Guaranteed CLs up to
$1,112,000 are available from lenders
working with FSA.

For more Conservation Loan info con-
tact the Nodaway County FSA office.

Civil Rights/Discrimination Process

As a participant or applicant
for programs or activities
operated or sponsored by
USDA you have a right to be
treated fairly. If you believe
you have been discriminated
against because of your race,
color, national origin, gen-
der, age, religion, disability,
or marital or familial status,

you may file a discrimina-
tion complaint. The com-
plaint should be filed with
the USDA Office of Civil
Rights within 180 days of
the date you became aware
of the alleged discrimination.
To file a complaint of dis-
crimination write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil

Rights, Room 326W,
Whitten Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington DC 20250
-9410 or call 202-720-5964
(voice or TDD), USDA is
an equal opportunity pro-
vider and employer.



Farm Reconstitutions

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and
the same operator are grouped under one farm serial number.
When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm
reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitu-tion—or recon—is
the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land
based on the farming operation. Remember, to be effective for
the given year, recons must be requested by August 1 for
farms enrolled in specific programs. The following are differ-
ent methods used when doing a farm recon:

Estate Method—the division of bases, allotments and quotas
for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method—may be used when (1)
part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire
farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is
transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or
ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more per-
sons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more per-
sons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been
owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method—the division of bases in the same
proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract re-
lates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method—the division of bases for a parent farm with
each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level
when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

Actively Engaged

FSA wants to remind producers about the rules that govern the
requirements to be 'actively engaged' in farming. These rules
apply to eligibility for payments under the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) or Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE) program administered by FSA.

Normally the stockholder or a member of a legal entity must
make contributions of active personal labor and/or active per-
sonal management for the farming operation. The contribu-
tions are to be performed on regular basis, must be identifi-
able, and separate from the contributions of others.

The exception to this rule for a stockholder or member of a
legal entity only occurs if both of the following apply:

e At least half of the interest in the legal entity is held by
stockholders or members who are providing active per-
sonal labor or active personal management; and

e The total direct payments received, both directly and indi-
rectly, by the legal entity and each of the members can’t
exceed $40,000.

RMA Crop Monitoring

County offices are required to notify all pro-
ducers of the monitoring efforts by

the Farm Service Agency (FSA)

and Risk Management Agency

(RMA) to prevent fraud, waste, and "
abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance
Program (FCIC).

- FSA will be assisting RMA and
insurance providers in monitoring
crop conditions during the season.

a

- FSA will refer all suspect cases of
fraud, waste, or abuse about FCIC
to RMA.

- Producers may report suspected cases of
fraud, waste, or abuse to FSA, RMA, or the
office of Inspector General (OIG)

- FSA will assist RMA with auditing claims as
necessary.

Producers with questions concerning FCIC or
to report fraud may contact their local FSA
office.

Direct Deposit

The Debt Collection Act of 1996 mandates
that future payments from FSA be directly
deposited into a producer’s savings or check-
ing bank account. A transaction statement will
be sent from the FSA office indicating the
payment type and
amount. All producers
were required to have
initiated Electronic Funds
Transfer (EFT) by Janu-
ary 1, 1999. Any person
may request a waiver of
EFT if it poses a financial or personal hard-
ship. It is important that any changes in pro-
ducer’s account such as type account, bank
mergers, routing number or account numbers,
be provided to the county office promptly to
avoid possible payment delay.
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(Spousal Signature \

A husband and wife may sign documents
on behalf of each other for FSA and
Commodity Credit Corporation programs
in which either has an interest. This op-
() tion is automatically available unless a

written request for exclusion is made to
the County Office from either spouse. Exceptions include:
claim settlements and lien filings.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of
a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for
USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting,
harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants
include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug produc-
ing plants.
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Dates to Remember

9/6

9/30

9/30

9/30

FSA Office
Closed for
Labor Day

2008 SURE appli-
cation deadline

Sales Closing
date to purchase
NAP or FCIC on
wheat

Deadline to hay
or graze released
CRP

On Going—Farm Storage

Facility Loans

On Going—Continuous CRP

/

provider and employer.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Inde-
pendence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
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