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Inside This Issue  Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) Signup begins 
October 18, 2010  

Due to the flooding and heavy rains that occurred during March 
through August 2010, the following practice will be available in 
Lewis County for ECP.   

EC4 — Restoring conservation structures and other measures 
(terraces, waterways, ditches, ponds, ect.) 

Land eligibility will be determined based on on-site inspections of 
damage, taking into account the type and extent of damage.  For 
land to be eligible, the disaster must have created new conservation 
problems that, if untreated, would impair or endanger the land and 
materially affect its productive capacity.  Cost-share monies will be 
available for the practice mentioned above.  To qualify for cost-
share assistance producers must have suffered at least $2,500 of 
eligible cost share expenses.  Land on which cost-share assistance 
is received must maintain its agricultural use for a minimum of 10 
years following the year the practice is completed.  Sign-up for ECP 
will be October 18—December  17th, 2010.  Producers should ap-
ply for assistance at our office before beginning repairs or those areas 
will not be eligible.  We encourage you to have your damaged areas 
already identified prior to visiting our office.    

Farm Serv ice Agency  

 

Farm Ownership or Operation Changes 

Producers need to notify their local office of any changes in their farming 
operations including:   

 Farm Ownership Changes (this includes transferring your land into a 
trust) 

 Changes in entity structure 

 Operator changes-(can be made with the owners verification or by 
submitting a lease containing the operator and owners’ signatures) 

 Changes in land use  
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 Farm Operating-Direct 
 2.375 % 

 Farm Ownership Direct   
 4.375 

 Farm Ownership-Direct 
Down Payment or Be-
ginning Farmer 
 1.5% 

 Emergency   
 3.75% 

 Farm Storage Facility 
 2.125% 

 Commodity Loans  
 1.250% 
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 October Payments 

Be sure to keep an eye on 
your checking account this 
fall. We will be making fi-
nal DCP/ACRE and CRP 
payments in October.  
USDA is telling us wheat 
and oats will be receiving 
an ACRE payment this 
fall.   

The majority of Farm Ser-
vice Agency payments are 
made electronically using-
Direct Deposit. If you have 
changed any banking in-
formation that might affect 
the direct deposit of your 
FSA payments, contact 
our  office immediately. 

 As a reminder, all produc-
ers are notified of either a 
direct deposit or check 
payments from Kansas 
City instead of a mailing 
from our office.   

Commodity Loans Help Manage Cash Flow 

As harvest continues producers may need additional capital but are re-
luctant to sell grain at low harvest prices. One of the tools that FSA pro-
vides is the Marketing Assistance Loan Program. Farmers can borrow 
money from FSA using their stored grain as collateral. The grain can ei-
ther be stored on the farm as a certified or measured loan, or in a gov-
ernment approved warehouse facility. The term of the loan is nine 
months and is offered at low interest. For example, the interest rate for 
loans disbursed in October is 1.25%.  Loan rates for corn and soybeans 
are $2.02 and $5.16, respectively.   

Producers will need to keep the production from ACRE farms separate 
from DCP farms for grain loan purposes. The commodity loan rate on 
ACRE farms is reduced by 30%. Farm stored commodities harvested 
from ACRE and non-ACRE farms will have separate loans. Warehoused 
ACRE commodities need separate warehouse receipts. If ACRE and 
other production cannot be distinguished separately, then the entire 
quantity will have the 30% reduction in loan rate.  

 

FSA Announces New Conservation Loan Program 

FSA farm loan is now making direct and guaranteed conservation 
loans to help farmers and ranchers implement conservation measures 
on their land. FSA’s traditional loan program eligibility requirements 
regarding family sized farm, test for credit, and graduation do not apply 
to this program. These exceptions will allow FSA to provide conserva-
tion financing to more farmers.  The direct conservation loan limit is 
$300,000, the guaranteed conservation loan limit is $1,112,000. Con-
servation loan applicants will work with the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) to develop an approved conservation plan.  Ex-
amples of eligible conservation practices include installation of conser-
vation structures; establishment of forest cover; installation of water 
conservation measures; establishment or improvement of permanent 
pastures; transitioning to organic production; and manure manage-
ment, including manure digestion systems.  Contact the Clark County 
Office for more information (660) 727-3356.   

NRCS and SWCD are Excepting Applications for Programs 

NRCS is accepting applications for 2011 funding of EQIP, CSP and 
WHIP. Applicants will be contacted for ranking when program policies 
have been finalized.  Call NRCS for more information.   

Also, Lewis SWCD will conduct a sign-up for 2012 state cost share 
funds from January 3 – February 28, 2011.  Contact SWCD for details.   
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Crop Insurance Coverage Affects Disaster Program Eligibility 

The 2008 Farm Bill created the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) program to 
serve as FSA’s crop disaster program. To be eligible for disaster assistance, producers must carry 
some type of insurance coverage for all crops and all farms they have an interest in, with very few 
exceptions. This would include row crops, fruits, vegetables, and hay.  Crops including corn, soy-
beans, milo, and wheat can be insured through a private crop insurance agent. To obtain coverage 
on fruits, vegetables, and other crops that are not covered under conventional crop insurance, pro-
ducers can purchase a Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy from FSA. Producers 
have two options for insurance on hay. One is to obtain NAP coverage with FSA. The other is to ob-
tain Rainfall Index-Pasture Rangeland Forage (RI-PRF) insurance with a private crop insurance 
agent.  Disaster program eligibility is an important consideration when making crop insurance pur-
chase decisions. Review  the table below. It provides sales closing dates for 2011 coverage on a va-
riety of crops in our area. Note, the crop insurance sales closing date for wheat and Rainfall Index-
Pasture Rangeland Forage insurance for hay was September 30, 2010.  Please remember, in order 
to receive disaster assistance from FSA, you will need to have all crops (including hay) covered by 
some form of insurance policy.  The only option you have now to insure hay is a NAP policy.  The 
closing date for a hay NAP policy is March 15, 2011.    The SURE program will run the length of this 
farm-bill, 2012.  You need to have all crops of economic significance insured to be eligible for SURE.  
Having all crops of economic significance insured is something you need to think about next year. 
              

   2011 Crop Insurance Sales Closing Dates 

September 30, 2010  Wheat, Rainfall Index‐Pasture Rangeland Forage (RI‐PRF)  

March 15, 2011   Spring‐planted crops (corn, soybeans, ect..) 

   2011 NAP Application Closing Date 

September 1, 2010 
Value Loss Crops Including aquaculture, X‐mas trees, Sod 

Greens 

September 30, 2010 
Fall Seeded small Grains (Barley, Canola, Rye, Triticale, Wheat) 

Strawberries 

November 20, 2010  Apples, Apricots, Grapes, Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, Blueberries 

December 1, 2010  Honey 

December 31, 2010  Potatoes 

March 15, 2011  All Other Crops (Hay) 

Lewis County has Successful CRP Signup 

USDA accepted 1540 acres of ground  into CRP at an average rental rate of $104.43 per acre for 
Lewis County.   USDA selected offers for enrollment based on an Environmental Benefits Index 
(EBI) comprised of five environmental factors.  The five environmental factors are: (1) wildlife en-
hancements, (2) water quality, (3) soil erosion, (4) enduring benefits, and (5) air quality.  Keep an 
eye out, USDA is telling us there will be another signup spring of 2011.   
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"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all its program and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
Lewis County 
502 S Washington 
Monticello, MO 63457 
 
Official Business 

 
 

October 11 
Office Closed  

Columbus Day 

 October   
CRP and Final DCP/

ACRE payments made 

November 25 
Office Closed 

Thanksgiving 

January 
Signup for SWCD  

Cost Share 

Ongoing   

 U p d a t e  F a r m 
Changes 

 Grain loans 

 Farm Facility Loans 

County Committee Elections 

In November, FSA will conduct the 2010 County Committee election for 
Canton and Union townships.  Watch for your ballot in the mail. Be sure 
to mark your ballot for the candidate of your choice and return it to the 
county office.  If you are signing in a representative capacity for a trust or 
an entity, please use an indicator, such as “by” or “for”. Also, indicate 
your relationship to the trust or entity. For example, if your name is John 
Doe and you are the trustee signing for the John Doe Revocable Trust, 
you would sign “by John Doe, Trustee”. Acceptable signature format is 
important to ensure that your vote is counted. Your vote makes a differ-
ence.  This year’s candidates are Daniel McCutchan and Joe Schutte.  
Daniel’s operation consists of cattle and row crop farming and he has 
been farming full time for about 7 years.  Joe has been involved with agri-
culture, cattle and row crop, all his life and is retired from the Lagrange 
Foundry.  Good luck to both! 

Do You Intend to Sell or Buy Farmland this Year?   

If you intend to sell or buy farmland in the near future be sure to check in 
with our office prior to the sale.  Discussing the division of base acres 
prior to the sale can help you be sure base acres are allocated to  where 
you intend them to go.  Disclosing how bases will be divided results in 
sellers and new owners to be in agreement the day of sale.  Also, if CRP 
farmland sells and the new owner does not succeed to the CRP contract, 
all monies would be owed back plus interest and liquidated damages 
from the original date of the contract.  As a seller, be sure to protect your-
self by having it written in the sales contract that the new owner will suc-
ceed to the contract.   

Side Note** If you intend to sell farm-ground and want FSA information 
(payment amounts, acres, ect.) available to potential buyers you must contact 
us and fill out a information release.  This allows us to release personal informa-
tion to the public regarding your farming operation.   
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