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County Committee Election Results

Congratulations to Harold Zimmerman! Harold was elected to represent farmers from LAA II, Sherman,
Adams and Camden Townships on the county committee. Harold was elected to his first consecutive
term. The election results for Local Administrative Area II are:

Harold Zimmerman— Elected to the county committee (COC)
Joyce Kagay — Elected 1* alternate to COC
Pauline Hindman — Elected 2™ alternate to COC

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The county committee
system works only because of your participation.

County Committee Organizes CRP General Sign-up Begins

In its January meeting, the DeKalb County FSA March 14
Committee organized for 2011. James Carlson
was elected chairperson. John Burton was
elected Vice-Chairperson. Newly elected Har-
old Zimmerman will serve as the third member
of the committee and Ruth Owen will serve as
advisor. Regular session meetings are open to
the public and are held on the first Friday of
each month at 9:30 a.m.

SURE Sign-up

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is of-
fering a general sign-up period from March 14,
2011 through April 15, 2011. This is the second
consecutive year that USDA has offered a gen-
eral CRP sign-up.

CRP is a voluntary program that helps agricul-
tural producers use environmentally sensitive
land for conservation benefits. Producers enrolled
in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving
covers to control soil erosion, improve water and

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assis- _ ) DL :
air quality and develop wildlife habitat.

tance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011, and
ends July 29, 2011. SURE provides benefits for
2009 crop year farm revenue losses due to natural
disasters.

A farm enrolled in SURE may be eligible for bene-
fits when either:

Landowners enrolled in the CRP program receive
annual rental payments and cost-share assistance
to establish long-term, resource conserving cov-
ers on eligible farmland. Land that is not cur-
rently enrolled in CRP can be offered during the
sign-up if all eligibility requirements are met.
CRP participants with contracts expiring this fall
can make new contract offers during the sign-up
period. Contracts awarded during this general
signup will become effective October 1, 2011.

e Losses will be calculated on the basis of the en-
tire farming operation where at least one crop of
economic significance must have a 10% loss

e All crops of economic significance must have
been insured including forage

e Insurance indemnities and premiums will be part
of the revenue calculation as will DCP payments
and CAP (Crop Assistance Program) payments

e The SURE program compensates for a loss in
revenue between expected and actual for 2009.

Newly enrolled land must have been cropped
four years of six in years 2002-2007.

For more information, please contact the DeKalb
county office at 816.449.2112 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp .



NAP Coverage Deadline

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program
(NAP) is a federally funded program that helps pro-
ducers reduce their risk when growing food and fiber
crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock feed.
March 15, 2011, is the application closing date for
forage, fruits and vegetables.

These benefits are only available for crops for which
the catastrophic level of crop insurance is not avail-
able for the crop. NAP is not available for crops
when the Risk Management Agency (RMA) offers
coverage for the crop in the county. An example
could be that RMA offers coverage for corn in the
county and special provisions state that the crop must
be irrigated. Since corn is covered in the county, NAP
cannot be offered on non-irrigated corn.

Production records for all crops must be reported to
FSA no later than the final acreage reporting date for
the crop for the following year. FSA requires that
any production reported in a loss year be verifiable
according to Agency specifications. NAP Losses
must be reported within 15 days of a disaster event or
the date the loss becomes apparent.

DCP Signup & Advance Payments

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP) has begun and will continue through
June 1, 2011. Advance payments of 22% on the
2011 DCP program will be available. The remain-
ing 78% of your DCP payment will be issued after
October 1, 2011.

Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices.
DCP contract signatures for enrollment are due by
the signup deadline of June 1, 2011. For more infor-
mation producers can contact their local FSA office.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be elec-
tronically transferred into your bank account. In order
for timely payments to be made, producers need to
notify the FSA county office if your account has been
changed or if another financial institution purchases
your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office
is not aware of updates to your account and routing
numbers.

Unauthorized Disposition of Loaned
Grain

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, sell-
ing or any other form of disposal without prior written
authorization from the county office staff, it is consid-
ered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties
for unauthorized dispositions are severe. Additionally, a
producer could be subject to criminal prosecution under
federal law. Always call the office before any grain
under loan is fed or sold.

Conservation Loan Program

The Conservation Loan (CL) Program provides farm-
ers with the funding necessary to implement conserva-
tion measures on their land. The available limit for a
direct CL is $300,000, and the limit for a guaranteed
CL is $1,119,000.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
will work with applicants to develop a conservation
plan containing approved conservation practices. Ex-
amples of some conservation practices are: water con-
servation structures, forest cover, permanent pastures,
manure digesters, and other installations.

For more information on the Conservation Loan pro-
gram, contact your local FSA office to setup an ap-
pointment with a Loan Approval Official. Or visit the
Missouri FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo and
select the “County

Offices” link to locate the nearest FSA office.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-G’s detailing
payments producers have received from the Commod-
ity Credit Corporation. The annual report of program
payments on CCC-1099-G’s is a service intended to
help our customers report taxable income. It is not in-
tended to replace the producers’ responsibilities to re-
port income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or advise
producers about which payments to report on their
income tax returns. However, county office staff can
review payments for accuracy.

Form 927/928 — Producers will receive this form
when signing into farm programs. This is a consent
form to be sent by you to IRS to allow the IRS to ver-
ify that your average adjusted income is within pay-
ment eligibility parameters as certified by you.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to provid-
ing family farmers with loans to meet their farm
credit needs. If you are having trouble getting the
credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently
available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if
you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to
extend or renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may
be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum
indebtedness of $1,119,000. Producers are encour-
aged to apply early so that a loan can be processed
and funded in a timely manner.

To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact
the county office staff.

Beginning Farmers & Ranchers

FSA assists beginning farmers and ranchers to fi-
nance agricultural enterprises. Under these desig-
nated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financ-
ing to eligible applicants through either direct or
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer
as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10
years

e  Will materially and substantially participate
in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in any loan assess-
ment and borrower training in financial and
production management program spon-
sored by FSA

e Does not own a farm greater than 30 % of
the median size farm in the county.

Additional program information, loan applications, and
other materials are available at your local USDA Ser-
vice Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

SORGHUM CHECKOFF REFERENDUM SCHED-
ULED

USDA will conduct a referendum on the Sorghum
Checkoff Program Feb. 1-28, 2011, at local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) offices. Ballots may be
obtained in person, by mail or facsimile at county
FSA offices, or via the Internet at
www.ams.usda.gov/sorghumpage.

Any eligible person engaged in the production or
importation of sorghum from July 1, 2008, to De-
cember 31, 2010, is eligible to participate.

Applications for FSA Farm Loan
Assistance

Farmers and ranchers who intend to apply to the Farm
Service Agency for loan assistance for the upcoming crop
year are encouraged to file their applications as early as
possible. Failure to apply early may result in a delay in
processing loans due to the volume of applications. Con-
tact your local FSA Farm Loan representative for more
details and assistance in applying.

RURAL YOUTH LOANS
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to
establish and operate income-producing projects in con-
nection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural
groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient in-
come to repay the loan and provide the youth with practi-
cal business and educational experience. The maximum
loan amount is $5,000.

Selected Interest Rates for
February 2011

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.250%
?rgli r(f):ZEEInership and Conservation Loans 4750%
Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
i Lo B s
Emergency Loans 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year 3.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year 3.625%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 0.250%

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows
producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling
facilities.

The maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL
is $500,000. Participants are required to provide

a minimum down payment of 15 percent, with CCC pro-
viding a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost
of the eligible storage facility and permanent drying and
handling equipment. If a participant provides 20% or
greater down payment, then the requirement for a sever-
ance agreement for loans under $50,000 will be

waived. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for
each term rate may be different and are based on the rate
which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department.
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ACTIVELY ENGAGED

USDA has amended the rules that govern the require-
ments to be 'actively engaged' in farming. These rules
apply to eligibility for payments under the Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or Average Crop
Revenue Election (ACRE) program administered by
FSA.

Normally the stockholder or a member of a legal en-
tity must make contributions of active personal labor
and/or active personal management for the farming
operation. The contributions are to be performed on
regular basis, must be identifiable, and separate from
the contributions of others.

The exception to this rule for a stockholder or mem-
ber of a legal entity only occurs when both of the fol-
lowing apply:

e At least half of the interest in the legal
entity is held by stockholders or mem-
bers who are providing active personal
labor or active personal management;
and

e The total direct payments received by the
legal entity and each of the members
can’t exceed $40,000.

Dates to Remember

February 21 |President’s Day — Office Closed
March 15 Last date to pur‘chas.e NAP.coverage
or change multi peril crop insurance
March 31  |Last date to obtain a loan for wheat
Continues |Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.
. Continuous Conservation Reserve
Continues
program.

Weather Variance for 2010

DeKalb County received excessive rainfall in
the spring of 2010. Many producers were
forced to complete planting under adverse con-
ditions. Those who participate in farm pro-
grams are required to stay in compliance with
the highly erodible land conservation provi-
sions of the Farm Bill. If there are erosion,
gully, or residue problems on the farm, you
will want to meet with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and request a variance
that will allow you to restore affected areas to
pre-event conditions prior to planting and avoid
noncompliance. This variance must be re-
quested prior to beginning field work. This
variance covers Missouri for 2011.

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at
(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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