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 June 2009 
 

District 7 News 
     
Bollinger County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-238-2671 
 
Butler County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-785-8416 
 
Cape Girardeau County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-243-1467 
 
Dunklin County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-888-2536 
 
Jefferson/Washington FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  636-789-2441 

Mississippi County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-649-9930 
 
New Madrid County FSA 
Office Hours: 8:00-4:30 
Phone: 573-748-2557 
 
Pemiscot County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:45-4:30 
Phone:  573-333-1923 
 
Perry County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:30-4:30 
Phone: 573-547-6531 
 
Ripley/Carter County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:45-4:30 
Phone: 573-996-7116 
 
Scott County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:30-4:30 
Phone: 573-545-3593 
 
Ste. Genevieve County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  573-883-2703 

St. Francis/Iron County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  573-756-6488 

Stoddard County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:00-4:30 
Phone:  573-624-5939 
 
Wayne/Madison County FSA 
Office Hours: 7:45-4:30 
Phone: 573-224-3410 
 
District Director 
Billy Swiney 
Butler County FSA 
Phone: 573-785-8416  
 
 
 

      Crop Reporting 
The annual requirement of reporting to 
the FSA office can be referred to as crop 
reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certi-
fication.  Filing an accurate and timely
report for all crops and land uses, includ-
ing failed acreage, can prevent loss of 
benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs. All cropland on the
farm must be reported to receive benefits 
from the Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program, Average Crop Revenue Elec-
tion (ACRE) Program, Supplemental 
Revenue (SURE) Assistance Program, 
Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan 
Deficiency Payments.  The certification 
form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must
account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted. The producer 
certification deadline for small grains is 
June 30, and July 31 for all other crops. 
Livestock Forage Program (LFP) pasture-
land, or grazing land acreage for which 
LFP benefits may be requested, must be 
reported by the final reporting date (July 
31). 
 
 
CRP & NAP Certification: 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage 
must be reported to receive annual rental 
payments.  Crop acreage for Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
must also be reported by final reporting 
date, or 15 days before harvest. 
 
 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed 
before disposition of the crop, and pro-
ducers must be able to establish to the 
satisfaction of the county committee that 
the crop failed and was prevented from 
being replanted through the normal plant-
ing period because of natural disaster 
conditions, not a management decision. 

DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has been 
extended until August 14, 2009. FSA will not 
accept any late-filed applications.  Signup in 
the ACRE option is also available through 
August 14, 2009.  FSA computes DCP Pro-
gram payments using base acres and payment 
yields established for each farm.  Eligible 
producers receive direct payments at rates es-
tablished by statute regardless of market 
prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive 
advance direct payments based on 22 percent 
of the direct payment for each commodity as-
sociated with the farm.  Counter-cyclical 
payment rates vary depending on market 
prices and are issued only when the effective 
price for a commodity is statutorily set below 
its target price.   
 

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will 
save you time, reduce paperwork and speed 
up contract processing at FSA offices.  It is 
available to anyone eligible to participate in 
the DCP Program.  To access this on-line ser-
vice, you must have an active USDA eAu-
thentication Level 2 account, which requires 
filling out an online registration form at 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by 
a visit to the local USDA Service Center for 
identity verification. 
 
Strawberries & Blueberries 
Missouri announced the deadline to purchase cov-
erage under FSA’s Non-insured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program (NAP) has changed for 
strawberries and blueberries effective for the 2010 
and subsequent crop years.  The sales closing date 
for blueberries and strawberries was previously 
March 15 of the year prior to the growing season.  
For strawberries, the new date will be September 
30 and for blueberries the new date is November 
20.  For coverage for the 2010 crop year, produc-
ers must purchase a NAP policy by September 30, 
2009, or November 20, 2009, respectively. 
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Wetland Compliance 
Producers renting or purchasing land that 
may have a converted wetland status need to 
check with the county office to learn if there 
are restrictions.  The last thing FSA wants to 
do is to deny a producer benefits due to wet-
land noncompliance.  The 1985 Farm Bill 
provides that, unless exempt, persons are 
ineligible for benefits under certain programs 
administered by USDA if they plant an agri-
cultural commodity on wetland that was con-
verted after December 23, 1985 or convert a 
wetland after November 28, 1990.
 
FSA may not approve any loan or loan 
guarantee to drain, dredge, fill, level or oth-
erwise manipulate a wetland, or to engage in 
any activity that results in impairing or re-
ducing the flow, circulation or reach of water 
except in the case of activity related to the 
maintenance of previously converted wet-
lands.  The following provides permitted uses 
and restrictions of certain wetlands for com-
pliance with Wetland compliance provisions: 
 Wetlands converted before Novem-
ber 28, 1990, cannot be planted to an agricul-
tural commodity and retain eligibility for 
benefits. 
 Wetlands converted after Nov. 28, 
1990, must be restored to wetland status or 
mitigated to regain eligibility for program 
benefits. 
 Wetlands that can be farmed under 
natural conditions cannot be manipulated in 
any way, unless the NRCS determines the 
work would have a minimal effect on wet-
land values. 
Additional information about wetland 
compliance is available from the USDA 
Service Center.  

 
Sodbusting 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the 
plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for 
use as cropland. Sodbuster violations are un-
authorized tillage practices on highly erodible 
lands that converted native vegetation such as 
rangeland or woodland, to crop production af-
ter Dec. 23, 1985.  Farmers and ranchers 
should be aware that if they use highly erod-
ible land for crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing eligi-
bility to participate in Farm Service Agency 
programs.  Before producers clear, plow or 
otherwise prepare areas not presently under 

crop production for planting, they are re-
quired to file an AD-1026.  The AD-1026 is 
the producer’s signed certification that 
HELC, as well as wetland conservation, 
provisions will not be violated. 
 

2009 Compliance 
Compliance and spot checks will once 
again be utilized during the 2009 crop year.  
Instead of locally selecting farms, con-
tracts, loans, etc., for spot check and re-
view, a nationwide selection of producers 
is used to achieve a statistical sampling of 
participating producers.  Spot check selec-
tions are to be conducted based on a pro-
ducer’s participation in Conservation 
Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, Marketing Assistance 
Loans, Loan Deficiency Payment Program, 
etc. 
 
For more information about the new spot 
check selection procedure, feel free to con-
tact your local office for additional clarifi-
cation. 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

June 30 
Wheat and other Small Grains 
crop acreage reporting dead-
line 

July 31 All other crops acreage report-
ing deadline 

August 14 ACRE sign-up deadline 
August 14 DCP sign-up deadline 

Continues Continuous Conservation Re-
serve program 

 
 
Farm Reconstitutions 
For FSA program purposes, tracts having 
the same owner and same operator are 
grouped under one farm serial number.  
When changes in ownership or operation 
take place, a farm reconstitution is neces-
sary.  The reconstitution—or recon—is the 
process of combining or dividing farms or 
tracts of land based on the farming opera-
tion.  Remember, to be effective for the 
current year, recons must be requested by 
August 1 for farms enrolled in specific 
programs. 

County Committee 
Meeting Times 
 
Bollinger County 
First Thursday of each 
month at 9:00 am. 
 
Butler County 
Third Thursday of each 
month at 8:00 am. 
 
Cape Girardeau 
County 
First Tuesday of each 
month at 8:00 am 
 
Dunklin County 
Second Thursday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
Jefferson/Washington 
First Wednesday of 
each month at 8:30 
 
Mississippi County 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
New Madrid County 
First Tuesday of each 
month at 8:00 am. 
 
Pemiscot County 
Third Friday of each 
month at 9:00 am. 
 
Perry County 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
 
Ripley/Carter Counties 
Second Friday of each 
month at 9:00 am. 
 
Scott County 
Fourth Friday of each 
month at 8:00 am. 
 
Ste. Genevieve County 
Next to Last Thursday of 
each month at 8:00 am 
 
St. Francois/Iron 
First Friday of each 
month at 9:00 
 
Stoddard County 
The Wednesday closest 
to the 15th of each 
month at 7:00 am. 
 
Wayne/Madison 
County 
Second Wednesday of 
each month at 8:00 am. 
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The following are the different methods used when doing a 
farm recon: 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and 
quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an es-
tate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used 
when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more per-
sons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; 
or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons. In order to use this method the land sold must 
have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver 
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the 
same proportion that the DCP cropland for each result-
ing tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent 
tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent 
farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to 
the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the 
system. 

Selected Interest Rates for 
June 2009 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.25% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.25% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2.375% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.625% 

Changes in Payment Limitations  
The payment limitation provisions over the last 39 years 
have been expanded to more programs.  Some of the 
changes in this area are listed below. 
New forms for 2009 and subsequent years 
Anyone that plans to participate in 2009 programs is re-
quired to submit a completed CCC-902, CCC-926, and 
CCC-901, if applicable, for payment eligibility and pay-
ment limitation purposes.  The form used prior to 2009 
was named CCC-502.   
Another change for 2009, all must make a contribution 
in an entity. 
All partners, stockholders, or members with an ownership 
interest in the legal entity must make a contribution, 
whether compensated or not compensated, for active--* 
 personal labor,  
 personal management,  
 or a combination of active personal labor and active 

personal management to the farming operation; 

*Note:   there are exceptions for spouses. 
 

Person or Legal Entity Payment 
Limitations 
 

Limitation (in 
Dollars) 

Program Payment Type 2009/ 2010/ 
2011/20012 

Commodity Programs  
Counter-cyclical and Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE), except 
peanuts 

65,000 1/ 

Counter-cyclical and Average ACRE 
payments on peanuts  

65,000 1/ 

Direct payments on covered com-
modities except peanuts 

40,000 2/ 

Direct payments on peanuts 40,000 2/ 
LDP & Market-gain from loans No limit 
Conservation Programs  
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
annual rental payment. 

50,000 

Cost Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSTP) for FY 2009-2012 

200,000 

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) FY 2009-2012 

300,000 

Grassland Reserve Program (GRP)  50,000 
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 
(WHIP) 

50,000 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 50,000 
  
Disaster Assistance Programs  
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
(ELAP); Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP); Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP);Supplemental Reve-
nue Assistance Program (SURE)   

100,000 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 

100,000 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 100,000 
 
1/ Under ACRE, this amount will be a combined limitation for counter-
cyclical and ACRE payments.  If a person or legal entity has a direct or 
indirect interest in payments earned on a farm participating in ACRE, 
this limitation will reflect an increase for the amount that direct pay-
ments are reduced. 
 
2/ If the person or legal entity has a direct or indirect interest in payments 
earned on a farm that is in ACRE, this limitation will reflect a 20 percent 
reduction in direct payments on each farm that is participating in ACRE.   
 
Additional information on payment limitations is avail-
able at FSA county offices or on line at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
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Rural Energy For America Program 

Grants/Renewable Energy Systems/Energy Ef-
ficiency Improvement Program (REAP/RES/EEI)
Announcement: "This notice announces the request for grant 
and guaranteed loan applications from agricultural producers 
and rural small businesses for Renewable Energy Systems and 
Energy Efficiency Improvements. Due date for applications is 
July 31, 2009." 

The REAP/RES/EEI Grants Program will provide grants for en-
ergy audits and renewable energy development assistance. It also 
provides funds to agricultural producers and rural small busi-
nesses to purchase and install renewable energy systems and 
make energy efficiency improvements.  

 
How much are the grants? 
The grants are awarded on a competitive basis and can be up to 25% of total 
eligible project costs. Grants are limited to $500,000 for renewable energy sys-
tems and $250,000 for energy efficiency improvements. Grant requests as low 
as $2,500 for renewable energy systems and $1,500 for energy efficiency im-
provements will be considered. At least 20% of the grant funds awarded must 
be for grants of $20,000 or less.  
 

 Who is eligible?  
The program is designed to assist farmers, ranchers 
and rural small businesses that are able to demon-
strate financial need. All agricultural producers, in-
cluding farmers and ranchers, who gain 50% or more 
of their gross income from the agricultural operations 
are eligible. Small businesses that are located in a ru-
ral area can also apply. Rural electric cooperatives 
may also be eligible to apply. 
 
What types of projects are eligible? 
Most rural projects that reduce energy use and result 
in savings for the agricultural producer or small busi-
ness are eligible as energy efficiency projects. These 
include projects such as retrofitting lighting or insula-
tion, or purchasing or replacing equipment with more 
efficiency units. Eligible renewable energy projects 
include projects that produce energy from wind, so-
lar, biomass, geothermal, hydro power and hydrogen-
based sources. The projects can produce any form of 
energy including, heat, electricity, or fuel. 
For all projects, the system must be located in a rural 
area, must be technically feasible, and must be owned 
by the applicant.  
 
How to Apply 
To apply for funding for the REAP Grant Program, 
please contact your local Area Rural Development 
Office. 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Farm Service Agency 
4327 Highway 67 N 
Poplar Bluff, MO  63901 


