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Now's the Time to Report your
Acreage & Sign ARC/PLC
Contracts

Done planting? Don't forget to stop by your local
FSA office to report your crops. July 15, 2016, is
the deadline to report CRP, burley tobacco, corn,
cotton, grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, popcorn,
rice, soybeans. Please note: November 15, 2015,
was the final reporting date for 2016 pasture,
rangeland, forage & apiculture.

If the crop hasn't been planted by the reporting
date listed above, it must be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

Aug. 1 is the deadline to sign 2016 Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) contracts. If a farm is not enrolled (contract
not signed) during the 2016 sign up, producers on
that farm will not be eligible for financial
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the
historical price or revenue benchmarks
established by the program.

Some county offices may request that producers
schedule an appointment for acreage reporting.
Please check with your local county office to see if
an appointment is requested, or for any questions
regarding crop reporting and ARC/PLC
enrollment.
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FSA County Committee Nomination Period Now Open

The nomination period for the FSA county committees begins on June 15, 2016. Nomination forms
must be postmarked or received in your county FSA Office by close of business on Aug. 1, 2016.

County Committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have a voice on federal farm
program implementation at the local level.

To be eligible to serve on the FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in an
agency administered program, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the
Local Administrative Area (LAA) where they are nominated. All producers, including women,
minority and beginning farmers and ranchers are encouraged to participate in the nomination and
election process.

Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Organizations representing minority
and women farmers and ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a nominee, eligible
individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and more information about county committee
elections is available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for making
decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as other
important federal farm program issues. County committees consist of three to 11 members.

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7. Ballots are due back in the county
FSA office by mail or in person no later than Dec. 5, 2016. All newly elected county committee
members and alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2017.

For more information about county committees, please contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop
Reporting

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be
electronically shared with the other location.

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This
interagency collaboration with private crop insurance agents and insurance companies streamlines
the collection of information from farmers and ranchers who participate in USDA programs.

Once filing at one location, data that's important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as
saving farmers and ranchers time.

Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural
producers, who have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for
multiple locations. In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these
reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives
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believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they
approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.

Farmers and ranchers are reminded they can now access their FSA farm information from the
convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm,
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.

The new customer self-service portal, known as ESAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service,
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for detalils.

USDA Extends Deadline for Recording Farm Structure

Gives Non-Family Farming Operations More Time to Restructure in Response to ‘Actively
Engaged’ Farm Management Rule

USDA announced a one-time, 30-day extension to the June 1 deadline for recording farm
organization structures related to Actively Engaged in Farming determinations. This date is used to
determine the level of interest an individual holds in a legal entity for the applicable program year.
Farming operations will now have until July 1 to complete their restructuring or finalize any
operational change. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) issued the extension in response
to farmers and ranchers who requested more time to comply, and to assure that everyone has
enough time to provide their information under the new rules.

The 2014 Farm Bill provided the Secretary with the direction and authority to amend the Actively
Engaged in Farming rules related to management. The final rule established limits on the number of
individuals who can qualify as actively engaged using only management. Only one payment limit for
management is allowed under the rule, with the ability to request up to two additional qualifying
managers operations for large and complex operations.

The rule does not apply to farming operations comprised entirely of family members. The rule also
does not change the existing regulations related to contributions of land, capital, equipment or labor,
or the existing regulations related to landowners with a risk in the crop or to spouses. Producers that
planted fall crops have until the 2017 crop year to comply with the new rules. The payment limit
associated with Farm Service Agency farm payments is generally limited annually to $125,000 per
individual or entity.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership

and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.
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USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA'’s Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture &
Forestry

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a comprehensive and detailed approach to support
farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in their response to address the causes of climate
change in April 2015. The framework consists of 10 building blocks that span a range of
technologies and practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon storage, and
generate clean renewable energy through mitigation.

USDA's strategy focuses on climate-smart practices designed for working production systems that
provide multiple economic and environmental benefits in addition to supporting resilience to extreme
weather, reduced emissions and increased carbon storage.

Through this comprehensive set of voluntary programs and initiatives spanning its programs, USDA
expects to reduce net emissions and enhance carbon sequestration by over 120 million metric tons
of CO2 equivalent (MMTCO2e) per year — about 2% of economy-wide net greenhouse emissions —
by 2025. That's the equivalent of taking 25 million cars off the road, or offsetting the emissions
produced by powering nearly 11 million homes last year.

For more information on the Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry click the
following link: http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-fact-sheet.pdf . For additional
information on ways to consider greenhouse gases when managing land, refer to the USDA Climate
Hub webpage: http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/.
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Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

Selected Interest Rates for
June 2016

Dates to Remember

90-Day Treasury Bill .250% T i v

F tina L = unty Committee nomination

D?rgcnfgpem ng Loans 2.25% June 15 |period begins. Nomination forms

F ho L available from your local FSA office
SRR O e LS = 3.50% July4 |Independence Day Holiday. USDA

Direct i Service Centers closed.

Farm Ownership Loans — Final reporting date for CRP, burley
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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