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DCP Deadline Approaches 
The sign-up period for DCP is still open. Producers are encouraged to sign 
up for DCP before the Aug. 2, 2013, deadline. 

 Read more about DCP and ACRE or contact the FSA county office for more 
information, or an appointment to enroll.   

 
Sodbusting 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land 
for crop production without proper conservation measures, they risk losing 
eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs.  

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under 
crop production for planting, they are required to file an AD-1026, indicating 
the area to be brought into production.  

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates that the area will be 
highly erodible land, the producer will be required to develop and implement 
a conservation plan on the affected acreage before bringing land into 
production.   

 

 
USDA EXTENDS ACREAGE REPORTING DEADLINE FOR FSA TO 
AUG. 2, 2013 
Farmers and landowners have an additional 18 calendar days to submit their annual report of acreage to their local 
FSA county office with the deadline extended from Monday, July 15, 2013, to Friday, Aug. 2, 2013. Only the FSA 
reporting deadline has been extended. The acreage reporting requirement for crop insurance has not changed and 
remains July 15.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=ner&newstype=newsrel&type=detail&item=nr_20130122_rel_0023.html


Accurate acreage reports are necessary to determine and maintain eligibility for various programs, such as the Direct 
and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP); the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE); the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP); and the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistant Program (NAP).   

Acreage reports for FSA are considered timely this year when filed at the county office by the new applicable final 
crop reporting deadline of Aug. 2, 2013. Producers should contact their county FSA office if they are uncertain about 
reporting deadlines.  

 
County Committee Nominations 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL farmers 
and ranchers.  It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees 
are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs 
at the local level.  Farmers and ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to 
administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local 
producers.  

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. County committee 
members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions.   

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2013 through Aug. 1, 2013.  For more information contact your local 
FSA office.   

 
Direct and Guaranteed Loans 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you 
are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed 
loans are currently available.   

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew 
your loan.  

Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of $1,302,000.  This makes the maximum combination of direct and 
guaranteed loan indebtedness $1,602,000.  

 
Beginning and Limited Resource Loans 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance 
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

* Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  

*  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  

*  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by 



FSA  

* Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s median size.  

Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.  

Additional program information, loan applications and other materials are available at the local USDA Service Center 
or visit www.fsa.usda.gov and www.nrcs.usda.gov .   

 
Banking Changes? 
If you changed banks and did not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically 
transferred into your bank account, if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there could 
be problems. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another 
financial institution purchases your bank. It is important that any changes in a producer’s account such as type 
account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to avoid 
possible payment delay.   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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