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TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) SIGN-UP HAS
BEGUN

The USDA Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides financial assistance to qualifying
orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines
damaged by natural disasters occurring on or after October 1, 2011. TAP was authorized by
the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.

Eligible Tree Types

Eligible trees, bushes and vines are those from which an annual crop is produced for
commercial purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees
produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

Eligible Producers
To qualify for TAP, orchardists and nursery tree growers must:

« Have suffered qualifying tree, bush or vine losses in excess of 15 percent (adjusted for
normal mortality) from an eligible natural disaster for the individual stand;

« Have owned the eligible trees, bushes and vines when the natural disaster occurred, but
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which eligible trees, bushes and vines
are planted;

« Replace eligible trees, bushes and vines within 12 months from the date the application is
approved.

For more information on the TAP program, please call or visit the Washtenaw/Wayne County
Farm Service Agency.


mailto:linda.rector@mi.usda.gov
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

NEW FARM BILL PROVIDES PERMANENT LIVESTOCK DISASTER
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

The 2014 Farm Bill, formally known as the Agricultural Act of 2014, makes the Livestock Forage Program (LFP), Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP), and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
permanent programs and provides retroactive authority to cover eligible losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.

LFP provides compensation to eligible producers who suffered grazing losses due to drought and fire. LIP provides
compensation to livestock producers who suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the Federal Government or protected by Federal law, including wolves and
avian predators. ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish that
have losses because of disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, including losses because of blizzards and wildfires, as
determined by the Secretary. ELAP assistance is for losses not covered under other Supplemental Agricultural Disaster
Assistance Programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, specifically, LFP and LIP.

USDA is determined to make implementing the livestock disaster programs a top priority, sign-up began on April 15, 2014.
Producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster consequences, including:

« Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible by photographs or video records
of ownership and losses

 Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts

» Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures

» Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed

 Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records

Program Fact Sheets can be obtained by clicking on the following link: LIP, LFP, and ELAP Fact Sheets. Thanks for your
patience as USDA works diligently to put Farm Bill programs into action to benefit the farmers and ranchers of rural America.

2013 ACRE

Participation in 2013 ACRE requires production reports for planted acres that must be submitted for the covered commodities
and peanuts planted on the farm by July 15, 2014. Failure to report production for those covered commodities and peanuts
planted on ACRE farms may result in contract termination. If the contract is terminated, all payments, including direct payments
previously received plus interest will be required to be refunded.

FARM SAFETY

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon can be fatal. It takes less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing
grain to be trapped.

The mechanical aspect of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power take offs, and other moving
parts can grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children. Itis
always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or
maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and that begins with putting safety first.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet

MICROLOAN PROGRAM

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unigue financial operating needs of
beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a
streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program will also be useful to
specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses to
extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents,
marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the
maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a Microloan, or would like to discuss other farm loan programs available, should
contact their local FSA County Office. Washtenaw/Wayne producers can contact FSA's Farm Loan staff at (517) 263-7400 or
contact the Washtenaw/Wayne County FSA Office (734) 761-8789.

2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 AND 2013 AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS
INCOME COMPLIANCE REVIEW

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 are conducted on producers who the IRS
indicates may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review,
producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligibility.

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the AGI limitation of $500,000 of nonfarm income, $750,000 of farm income, $1
million of conservation program benefits or the $1 million total AGI, then receivables will be established for payments earned
directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the applicable limitation. The Michigan FSA State Office will begin notifying
producers selected for review next month. If you have any questions about the review process or determination, please contact
the Michigan FSA State Office at 517-324-5104. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the
amount of the debt to their local FSA office. Adverse determinations become administratively final if not timely appealed and
can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.

USDA SETS DATE FOR SOYBEAN REQUEST FOR REFERENDUM (AO-
1595)

USDA will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and Research Order
(Order), as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act (Act).

Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to determine whether to continue the Soybean Checkoff
Program are invited to participate. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide documentation that shows
that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during the period of Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31,
2013.

Producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from FSA county offices starting on May 5, 2014 through May 30, 2014.
Forms are also available on the AMS website. Producers who don't participate in FSA programs can still request a referendum
at the FSA county office where they own or rent land.

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate FSA county office by fax or in person no
later than close of business May 30, 2014. If returned by mail, it must be postmarked by midnight May 30, 2014, and received in
the office by close of business on June 5, 2014.

Notice of the Request for Referendum will be published in the March 4, 2014, Federal Register. For more information, visit the
AMS website or contact James Brow, Research and Promotions Branch; Livestock, Poultry and Seed Program, AMS, USDA,;
STOP 0251 - Room 2610-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington, D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-0633.



DAIRY INDEMNITY PAYMENT PROGRAM

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the extension of the Dairy Indemnity Payment Program (DIPP) through September 30, 2018.
DIPP provides payments to dairy producers and manufacturers of dairy products when they are directed to remove their raw
milk or products from the market because of contamination.

USDA PREPARES TO ACCEPT MAL AND LDP REQUESTS; SETS 2014
MAL LOAN RATES

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting requests for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and loan
deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.

MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing season and
extending through a specific commaodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar commodity loans for the 2014 crop will be available
to sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops,
rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash
flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is
eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on certain
commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing
loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs. These payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer whose total
applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP.

National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

For more information, please contact your local FSA or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov

ASKFSA

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no matter where you
are or what device you use. It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in
FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

« Access our knowledge base 24/7

» Receive answers to your questions faster

* Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

« Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated
» Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

FSA's self-service assistance anytime, anywhere!

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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