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45th CRP General Sign-Up 
 
USDA will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and ending on June 14. CRP 
protects the nation's natural resources through voluntary participation, while 
providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural 
communities across the United States.  
Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Producers that are 
accepted in the sign-up can receive cost-share assistance to plant long-
term, resource-conserving covers and receive an annual rental payment for 
the length of the contract (10-15 years).  

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013. 
Producers with expiring contracts or producers with environmentally 
sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP  

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA 
service center or www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Requesting Maps 
If you wish to obtain an electronic copy of your crop certification maps, you 
may bring in a NEW and UNOPENED removable media (CD or USB drive) 
and we will copy your maps to the media. We can also e-mail your maps to 
you to be reviewed before your arrival at the County Office for certification of 
your acreage report.  By reviewing your maps before your appointment and 
letting us know of any changes that need to be made we can make sure 
your maps are correct and up to date when you come in to certify. 

This cost saving option allows us to use less paper and serve our producers 
more efficiently. Please allow sufficient time for us to complete your request 
by calling in your request in advance. 
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Farming Operation Changes 
Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented land 
from their operation must report those changes to the FSA office as soon as 
possible. A copy of the deed or recorded land contract for purchased 
property is needed to maintain accurate records with FSA. While making 
record updates, be sure to update signature authorizations. Making record 
changes now will save time in the spring.  

 

 
New Microloan Program 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial 
operating needs of beginning, niche and the smallest of family farm operations. 

The program will operate similar to the Operating Loan program but will include reduced requirements for 
managerial experience and loan security, as well as reduced paperwork.  The microloan program can be used 
for such expenses as annual crop inputs, marketing and distribution expenses, purchase of livestock and 
equipment, and minor farm improvements such as wells and coolers. Eligible applicants may obtain a microloan 
for up to $35,000.  The repayment term may vary and will not exceed seven years.  Annual operating loans are 
repaid within 12 months of when the agricultural commodities produced are sold.  Interest rates will be the same 
as the regular Operating Loan rates. 

Spring is just around the corner! Please call or stop by the office to pick up an application for annual operating 
needs so they may be processed in time for the planting season. 

 
Dates to Remember 

• RIGHT NOW - Make your appointment for DCP/ACRE program sign-up! 
• March 15th - Final date to purchase NAP coverage on most spring seeded NAP crops    
• March 25th - Final date for Women and Hispanic farmers and ranchers claim period  
• March 31st - Final date to request a 2012 small grain loan (wheat and oats) 
• May 20th - General CRP sign-up begins  
• May 27th - Office closed in observance of Memorial Day 
• June 3rd - ACRE sign up ends   
• June 7th - 2011 SURE application deadline  
• June 14th -General CRP sign-up ends 
• August 2nd - 2013 DCP sign up ends 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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