
July 2013 

 

Ogemaw Area FSA Updates 
 

Ogemaw Area FSA Office 

240 W. Wright Street 
West Branch, MI 48661-1444 

Phone: 989-345-5470 
Fax:  989-345-4010 

County Executive Director: 
John Porath 

Program Technician: 
Jane Illig 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Larry Cleary 
Phone: 231-775-7681 

COC Members: 
James Bischoff 
Clint Marshall 
Brad Kartes 
Julie Nelkie, Advisor 

Next COC Meeting: 
September 26, 2013 
(subject to change) 

MILC Deadline Fast-Approaching! 
Final production evidence for MILC program payments MUST be received in 
this office by Close Of Business, November 1, 2013.  All production 
evidence for milk produced during the months of October, 2008 through 
September, 2013 for which a payment was available must be received in 
the office by this date if not previously submitted.  Any production for which 
there is a payment available that is received after November 1, 2013 will 
not be paid.  

 
Microloans are Available 
Microloans are available through the Farm Service Agency.  These loans 
provide direct farm operating, either annual or term, that:  

• Have a maximum amount of $35,000 
• Have a shortened application process and reduced paperwork  
• Fulfill operating needs of beginning, niche, and small farming operations 
with additional flexibility in meeting experience and management criteria  
• Provide flexibility in loan security  
• Encourage new investment and development to meet changing consumer 
demands  
• Funds to be used for start - up expenses, crop expenses, tools & 
equipment, livestock, minor farm improvements, and irrigation equipment  

 

 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) Deadline 
County Offices have been granted the authority to accept producer's signatures on 2013 Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program (DCP) contracts (with shares greater than zero) through September 16th, 2013.  

If you did not take the opportunity to sign into the DCP program prior to August 2nd, 2013 (the original deadline), 
you can now do so through September 16th, 2013.   

Please call for an appointment.  



Planning on Tiling or Clearing Trees? 
Unauthorized tiling or clearing of trees in a wetland area may jeopardize your eligibility and ALL of your USDA 
payments! These are just a few of the activities that are not permitted on wetland areas. If you are planning to 
perform any land leveling, filling, dredging, draining, excavation, land clearing, or stump removal that has not 
been evaluated by NRCS, come and file the necessary documentation at the FSA office ASAP. Producers are 
required to file this documentation PRIOR TO performing any activities!  

 
Important Deadlines 
September 2 - Office closed in observance of Labor Day  

September 30 - Final date to report a transfer or change in the interest of an owner or producer on the farm or in 
acreage on the farm subject to a DCP or ACRE contract  

September 30 -  Final date to purchase NAP on forage  

November 4 - Election ballots mailed to eligible voters  

November 15 - Last day to report your 2014 Perennial Forage (Alfalfa, Hay, Mixed Hay, Pasture), fall-seeded 
Wheat, Rye, and all other fall seeded small grains ***  

December 2 - Last day to return completed ballots to your local FSA office  

January 1, 2014 - Newly elected county committee members take office          

 
Banking Changes? 
If you changed banks and did not notify FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically 
transferred into your bank account, if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there 
could be problems. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if 
another financial institution purchases your bank. It is important that any changes in a producer’s account such 
as type account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to 
avoid possible payment delay.  

 
Sheep Farm Field Day 
When: August 27th 2013 

Time: 9:30am to Noon, or  1:00pm - 3:30pm 

Lunch provided for all Noon-1:00pm 

Where: Jim and Sherrie Bristol's Farm, 589 E. Ogemaw Center Road, West Branch, Michigan  

RSVP by August 23rd 2013 to the Ogemaw County Conservation District (989) 343-0923.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


