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COC Election Nominations

The election of agricultural producers to
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees is important to ALL farmers
and ranchers. It is crucial that every
eligible producer participate in these
elections because FSA county committees
are a link between the agricultural
community and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

County committee members are a critical
component of the operations of FSA. They
help deliver FSA farm programs at the
local level. Farmers and ranchers who
serve on county committees help with the
decisions necessary to administer the
programs in their counties. They work to
ensure FSA agricultural programs serve
the needs of local producers.

FSA county committees operate within
official regulations designed to carry out
federal laws. County committee members
apply their judgment and knowledge to
make local decisions.

The COC nomination period runs from
June 17, 2013 through August 1, 2013.
The nomination form is available at USDA
Service Centers and online. The areas up
for election this year are Iron County; LAA
4 and the townships in Menominee of
Harris, Spalding, Meyer and Faithorn;
LAA 1.

For more information contact your local
FSA office.

Crop Reporting

After spring planting, producers should
certify their 2013 acreage. Filing an
accurate acreage report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planting acreage, can prevent
the loss of benefits for a variety of
programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before
disposition of the crop. Prevented planting
must be reported no later than 15 days
after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many
Farm Service Agency programs. For 2013
spring planted crops, forage seeding and
all other crops the reports are to be
certified by July 15™.

For CRP and cabbage planted after June
1%, the deadline to file acreage reports is
August 15",

2014 perennial forage crops and fall
seeded small grains must be reported by
November 15, 2013 to avoid a late fee
charge.

Farm Record Changes

Remember to provide all changes to your
farm records to the local FSA office for the
current crop year. If you are changing your
operation entity type, adding or dropping
cropland or farms, or adding entities to
your operation, contact the FSA county
office to update your file.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf

DCP/ACRE Sign-Up Continues

The sign-up period for DCP and ACRE are
still open. Producers are encouraged to
sign up for DCP before the Aug. 2, 2013,
deadline. An even earlier deadline is for
ACRE, which will end June 3, 2013.

The 2013 DCP and ACRE program
provisions are unchanged from 2012,
except that all eligible participants in 2013
may choose to enroll in either DCP or
ACRE for the 2013 crop year. This means
that eligible producers who were enrolled
in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in
DCP in 2013 or may re-enroll in ACRE in
2013. Likewise producers who were
enrolled in DCP may opt for ACRE
enrollment.

Read more about DCP and ACRE or
contact the FSA county office for more
information, or an appointment to enroll.

CRP Sign-Up Starts May 20"

USDA will conduct a four-week general
sign-up for the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and
ending on June 14. CRP protects the
nation's natural resources through
voluntary participation, while providing
significant economic and environmental
benefits to rural communities across the
United States.

Currently, about 27 million acres are
enrolled in CRP. Producers that are
accepted in the program can receive cost-
share assistance to plant long-term,
resource-conserving covers and receive an
annual rental payment for the length of the
contract which is 10-15 years.

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are
set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013. Producers
with expiring contracts or producers with
environmentally sensitive land are
encouraged to evaluate their options under
CRP.

For more information on CRP and other
FSA programs, visit a local FSA service
center or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Online Data Tool for Public

The USDA Race, Ethnicity, and Gender
Program Statistics query tool, known as
REGStats, is the official new tool of the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) for making program application
and participation rate data available to the
public on the Internet.

The REGStats website provides summary
information about the number of individuals
and entities that apply for, and receive,
federal assistance from four USDA
agencies or mission areas — the Farm
Service Agency (FSA), the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
Rural Development (RD), and the Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

The information available in REGStats
includes the number of applicants and
recipients, by fiscal year, for USDA
programs available to agricultural
producers and landowners, categorized by
race, ethnicity, and gender. Summary
totals may be obtained nationally, or by
state and county for the 50 states, as well
as the U.S. territories.

Visit the online site:
http://www.regstats.usda.gov
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