May 2013

USDA
= |

NEWSLETTE,

Lenawee County FSA Updates

Lenawee County
FSA Office

1100 Sutton Rd
Adrian MI 49221
Phone: 517-263-7400

Fax: 517-265-9121

County Executive Director:

Constance Reid Guffey
Program Technicians:
Debra Shiels Ext 105
Jessica Mullins 125
Barbara Wagner 107
Beth Wagner 106
Jamie Wegner 104
Farm Loan Manager:
Michael Jordon

Farm Loan Officer:

Rebecca Deline

Program Technicians:

DCP/ACRE Deadlines Approach

The sign-up period for DCP and ACRE is still open. Producers are
encouraged to sign up for DCP before the August 2, 2013, deadline. An
even earlier deadline is for ACRE, which will end June 3, 2013.

The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are unchanged from 2012,
except that all eligible participants in 2013 may choose to enroll in either
DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year. This means that eligible producers
who were enrolled in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in DCP in 2013 or
may re-enroll in ACRE in 2013. Likewise producers who were enrolled in
DCP may opt for ACRE enrollment.

Read more about DCP and ACRE or contact the FSA county office for more
information, or an appointment to enroll.

CRP Sign-Up Ends June 14th

Offers for enroliment in standard Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
ends June 14, 2013. CRP protects the nation's natural resources through
voluntary participation, while providing significant economic and
environmental benefits to rural communities across the United States.

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Producers that are
accepted in the program can receive cost-share assistance to plant long-
term, resource-conserving covers and receive an annual rental payment for
the length of the contract which is 10-15 years.

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013.
Producers with expiring contracts or producers with environmentally
sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP.

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit the office or
www.fsa.usda.gov.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=ner&newstype=newsrel&type=detail&item=nr_20130122_rel_0023.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
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_ Special Accommodations
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Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals
with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment to attend or
participate in meetings or events sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If

Committee Members:

Mike Feight you require special accommodations to attend or participate in one of our
events, please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to make any

Genie Hillard needed arrangements.

Dale Terry

2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program Application
Deadline

The last day to submit SURE applications for 2011 crop losses is June 7, 2013. The SURE Program provides
payments to producers when crop revenues are less than the crop guarantee. The SURE Program payment is
equal to 60 percent of the difference between the crop guarantee and revenue.

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE Program, all crops on all farms for a producer are
included in the calculation. Payments under the SURE Program are limited to $100,000.

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers must have crop insurance on all insurable crops. For crops
that are not covered by crop insurance such as pumpkins and cucumbers, producers must have purchased Non
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage.

For more information concerning the 2011 SURE program or other Farm Service Agency programs, contact the
local FSA office or visit the Farm Service Agency website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Payment Limitations

All payment eligibility and payment limitation provisions, including AGI limitations, are extended for the 2013 crop
year, program year, and fiscal year.

All rules and requirements effective for 2012 program payments and benefits are applicable to eligible recipients
of 2013 program payment and benefits. This includes the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash-rent
tenant, substantive change, minor child, and spousal provisions. Payments will continue to be limited by direct
attribution to person and legal entity.

Contributions*

All partners, stockholders or members with an ownership interest in the legal entity must make a contribution,
whether compensated or not compensated, for:

e Active personal labor,
e Active personal management,
e A combination of active personal labor and active personal management to the farming operation

Additional information on payment limitations is available at FSA county offices or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

Crop Certification

After spring planting, producers should certify their 2013 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a
variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop.
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs. For crops enrolled in programs other
than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program), acreage reports are to be certified by the November
15th deadline on small grains and a July 15th deadline on all other crops.

Acreage reports on crops covered by NAP are due in the county office by the earlier of (date) for small grains
and (date) for all other crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop
acreage being reported.

Controlled Substances

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing,
harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits. If convicted of one
of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and the four succeeding crop
years for Direct and Counter-Cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency payments, market loan
gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments or
disaster payments.

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a
controlled substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and
benefits:

e Forupto 5 years after the first conviction
e Forupto 10 years after the second conviction
e Permanently for a third or subsequent conviction.

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be
ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits as follows:

e Up to one year upon the first conviction
e Up to five years after a second or subsequent conviction.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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