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Prevented Planting Provisions 
Prevented planting is the inability to plant the intended crop acreage with 
proper equipment by the final planting date for the crop type because of a 
natural disaster.  

Ineligible Acreage for Prevented Planting includes but is not limited to, 
acreage:  

• Not planted because of a management decision
• Affected by chemical and herbicide residue
• Where the producer was unable to find a market for the crop
• Affected by wildlife damage

To be considered timely filed, producers who request prevented planting 
acreage credit must report the acreage on form FSA-578 and complete form 
CCC-576, Part B, within 15 calendar days after the final planting date.  

Verification of prevent plant acreage must be made by 1 of the following 
methods:  

• Crop insurance data if the data supports the FSA-578, report of
acreage

• County Committee (COC) knowledge.
• Field Visit

NOTE:  If the COC has knowledge that an area in the county is affected by a 
natural disaster, they can approve the acreage without performing a field 
visit.  

After form CCC-576 is submitted, it cannot be withdrawn or revised. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


Livestock/Honey Bee Disaster Assistance Sign-Up Underway 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014.  These disaster programs are authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after 
October 1, 2011.  To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged to bring records 
documenting those losses to their local FSA Office.  Producers should record all pertinent information of natural 
disaster consequences, including:  

• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible by
photographs or video records of ownership losses

• Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs: 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP): 
LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.  Eligible producers must be physically 
located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal gazing period for the county.  Producers who 
suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 
2015. 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  
LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law.  Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of 
loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP):  
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have 
losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires.  ELAP assistance is 
provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP.  Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-
raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment to 
their local FSA office by August 1, 2014.  For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for 
payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.  

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 
As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases multiple 
management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure maximum 
use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, please call 
our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that you may need 
to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please 
visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app .  

2013 ACRE 
Participation in 2013 ACRE requires production reports for planted acres that must be submitted for the covered 
commodities and peanuts planted on the farm by July 15, 2014.  Failure to report production for those covered 
commodities and peanuts planted on ACRE farms may result in contract termination.  If the contract is terminated, 
all payments, including direct payments previously received plus interest will be required to be refunded.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNTIyLjMyNDMzMzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDUyMi4zMjQzMzM1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODgzODQ4JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF2aWQuYmFpbkBtaS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9ZGF2aWQuYmFpbkBtaS51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — 
or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon. 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) 
an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a 
tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least 
three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;  

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting 
tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the 
tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.  

Direct Loan Changes 
Changes were made to the interest rate charged on loans where FSA provides 50 percent or less on jointly 
financed purchases of real estate also called Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans. The interest rate will be 
the greater of 2.5 percent or the current interest rate for direct Farm Ownership loans minus 2 percent, as a fixed 
rate for the duration of the loan.  At present, the June direct Farm Ownership rate is 4.00 percent.  Because the 2.5 
percent floor is greater than subtracting 2 percent from the current direct farm ownership loan rate, the rate for 
Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans in June is 2.50 percent.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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