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Isabella County USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA)
FSA Office ANNOUNCES ONLINE HAY AND GRAZING
ACRES LOCATOR TOOL

For many years, FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet has
been the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers to list information
concerning the need for hay or the availability of hay.
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Now, in response to requests from livestock producers and landowners, FSA
has expanded the site to include the option to list a need for grazing acres or
to list acres available for grazing.
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. If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or
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grazing acres to support livestock, please use Hay Net to post an
advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who have hay
and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay Net
advertisement as well.
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Colleen Schuldt A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:

There is a one-time registration process that should be completed

Farm Loan Trainee by all users who want to post an ad online.
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Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an

County Committee eAuthentication user id.
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Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a
period of 13 months.

Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads
current and up to date and remove ads you no longer need or
want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements
on this site.

Next County Committee
Meeting: To be determined


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to provide a site
for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make representations of any
kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the terms of grazing agreements or
lease contracts.

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local FSA
office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

ACTIVELY ENGAGED

USDA has amended the rules that govern the requirements to be 'actively engaged' in farming. These rules apply
to eligibility for payments under certain programs administered by FSA.

Normally the stockholder or a member of a legal entity must make contributions of active personal labor and/or
active personal management for the farming operation. The contributions are to be performed on regular basis,
must be identifiable, and separate from the contributions of others.

The exception to this rule for a stockholder or member of a legal entity only occurs when both of the following
apply:

At least half of the interest in the legal entity is held by stockholders or members who are providing active
personal labor or active personal management;

The total payments received by the legal entity and each of the members can't exceed the limit set for the
program.

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual
qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs,
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a
beginning farmer as a person who:

*  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
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*  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

*  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

*  Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

REPORTING FALL SEEDED AND FORAGE CROPS

A new crop reporting date for all fall seeded crops, such as wheat, rye, alfalfa, and hay crops has been
established. The deadline for reporting your fall seeded crops for the 2015 crop year is November 15,
2014. Late filing fees will apply after this date.

Please call for an appointment after your wheat, rye, alfalfa, and hay crops are planted. If you are not planting
any new fall crops this year, keep in mind that your existing alfalfa, hay, and rye crops must still be reported by
the November 15, 2014 deadline.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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