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USDA EXTENDS ACREAGE REPORTING
DEADLINE FOR FSA TO AUG. 2, 2013

Risk Management Deadline Remains Unchanged

Farmers and landowners have an additional 18 calendar days to submit their
annual report of acreage to their local FSA county office with the deadline
extended from Monday, July 15, 2013, to Friday, Aug. 2, 2013. Only the FSA
reporting deadline has been extended. The acreage reporting requirement for
crop insurance has not changed and remains July 15.

Accurate acreage reports are necessary to determine and maintain eligibility
for various programs, such as the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP);
the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE); the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP); and the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistant
Program (NAP).

Acreage reports for FSA are considered timely this year when filed at the
county office by the new applicable final crop reporting deadline of Aug. 2,
2013. Producers should contact their local FSA office if they are uncertain
about reporting deadlines.

While FSA is able to extend its deadline, RMA's acreage reporting date
remains July 15, 2013, for most spring planted crops in the country. Farmers
are reminded to contact their insurance agent if they have any questions about
coverage, prevented planting, or for reporting and processing a claim.

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to
complete acreage reporting for FSA. For questions on this or any FSA
program, producers should contact their local FSA office or seek information
online at www.fsa.usda.gov.

DCP Signup Continues

Don't forget to get signed up for the Direct and Counter Cyclical Program
(DCP). Signup ends August 2nd. Call today to make an appointment!


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

Highly Erodible Lands and Wetland Compliance

Producers participating in most programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) are required to abide by certain conditions on any land owned or
farmed that is highly erodible or that is considered a wetland.

To be in compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions, producers
must agree, that they will not:

e Produce an agricultural commaodity on highly erodible land without a conservation system;
e Plant an agricultural commodity on a converted wetland;
e Convert a wetland to make possible the production of an agricultural commodity.

Producers planning to remove fence rows, convert woodlots to cropland, combine crop fields, divide a crop field
into two or more fields, install new drainage, or improve or modify existing drainage, must notify the FSA and
update Form AD-1026. FSA will notify NRCS and NRCS will then provide highly erodible land or wetland
technical determinations.

To get additional information on highly erodible land and wetland conservation compliance contact the FSA office
or the NRCS office at a local USDA Service Center. Additional information about conservation programs offered
by FSA can be found online at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation, and information on NRCS programs can be
found at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov.

County Committee Nominations

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL
farmers and ranchers. It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm
programs at the local level. Farmers and ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions
necessary to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA agricultural programs serve the
needs of local producers.

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. County committee
members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions.

lonia County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA #2 which includes Kenne, Boston, Berlin,
Campbell, and Odessa Townships. This position is currently held by Steve Buche. The COC nomination period
runs from June 17, 2013 through August 1, 2013.

For more information contact your local FSA office.

Controlled Substances

Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing,
harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits.

If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and the
four succeeding crop years for Direct and Counter-Cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency
payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program payments or disaster payments.

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a
controlled substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and
benefits:


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

e Forupto 5 years after the first conviction
e Forupto 10 years after the second conviction
e Permanently for a third or subsequent conviction.

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be
ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits as follows:

e Up to one year upon the first conviction
e Up to five years after a second or subsequent conviction.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation
programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for
exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan
documents. For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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